
1. Water Vision 2047

Topic:  Environment and Ecology

In News: 1st All India Annual States' Ministers Conference on "Water Vision@2047” has begun

recently.

More on the Topic

● The objective of the conference is to deliberate on Water Vision for India for the next 25
years i.e., till 2047 as part of the larger plan of India@2047.

● The forum aims to bring together key policymakers for debating and deliberating on
ways to optimally utilise water resources for holistic economic and human
development in a sustainable manner.

● The conference has highlighted the need to focus on the 4 Es of Water Governance i.e.,
Ecology, Equity, Efficiency and Economics.

● The conference intends to bring in synergies between different government
programmes /schemes in terms of planning, process and implementation.

The Initiatives launched under the mission include,
● The National Framework on Reuse of Treated Waste Water
● National Framework for Sedimentation Management: Optimal use of reservoirs

capacity by structural and functional measures.
● Best practices under Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain - to people active participation

in rain water harvesting



● A sub-portal of ‘Jal Itihas’ under the WRIS portal: Jal Itihas showcases selected water
heritage structures more than 100 years old.

● India- Water Resources Information System (WRIS) provides a single window solution
for all water resources data and standardised information.

India’s water situation:
● “India’s water availability of 4,000 BCM through rain, glaciers or international basins,

out of which, total harvestable component which is usable is half of this.
● Climate change has changed rainfall patterns with scanty and erratic rainfall which has

and continues to negatively impacted this harvestable component.
● Along with climate change, rapid urbanization, increased demand of water and water

pollution together have reduced the per capita availability of water from 5000 CM to
1500 CM and by 2047 it might further reduce to 1200 CM.

● By 2047, our requirement is likely to surpass the availability of water.
Source: Indian Express
_____________________________________________________________________________________

2. The Bureau of Indian Standards
Topic: Governance

In News: BIS has celebrated its foundation Day recently.

More on the Topic:

● On the occasion today, Union Minister Shri Piyush Goyal also launched the following:
● Launch of Standards National Action Plan (SNAP) 2022- 27: The document to serve as

strong foundation for standardization to meet the emerging technologies and concerns
of sustainability and climate change.



● The implementation of key recommendations and strategies of the document will be
pivotal in enriching and strengthening “Quality Culture” in the Nation.

● Launch of Revision Exercise of National Building Code of India (NBC 2016): BIS is
initiating the Exercise of Revision National Building Code of India to include sustainable
city planning norms; new and sustainable building materials, design concepts,
construction technologies and building and plumbing services

● Launch of Revised National Electrical Code of India 2023:
● The National Electrical Code of India 2023 (NEC 2023), a comprehensive electrical

installations Code prepared by BIS, is a national instrument providing guidelines for
regulating the Electrical Installations practices across the country.

● Launch of Training Courses on National Building Code of India 2016 and National

Electrical Code of India: To ensure quality and safety of the buildings. BIS through its
training arm, the National Institute of Training for Standardization (NITS) has designed
training courses for national capacity building which were also launched on the occasion.

● Standards Clubs in Schools: Through Standards Clubs, BIS aims to expose science
students of class 9th and above to the concepts of Quality and Standardization through
student centric activities. 

● BIS has till date established over 4000 Standards Clubs across India.
About BIS:

● The Bureau of Indian Standards is the National Standards Body of India under
Department of Consumer affairs, Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public
Distribution, Government of India.

● It is established by the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2016.
● It is intended for the harmonious development of the activities of standardization,

marking and quality certification of goods.
Source: PIB
_____________________________________________________________________________________

3. Liquified Natural Gas
Topic: Science and Technology



In News: The EU is weaning itself off piped Russian gas by rapidly expanding imports of liquified

natural gas, much of it fracked in the US.

More on the Topic:

● LNG is natural gas reduced to a liquid state (liquefaction) through intense cooling to
around -161 degrees Celsius (-259 Fahrenheit).

● This liquid gas is 600 times smaller than the original volume and is half the weight of
water.

● The compressed fossil fuel, which is constituted almost wholly of methane— a potent
greenhouse gas —, can be transported around the world by ship.

● After arriving at its destination, the cargo is regasified in a floating terminal and
redistributed through pipelines.

● But despite LNG’s export potential, the high cost of liquefaction and producing LNG has
limited its market.

● In Germany, the estimated cost of building floating LNG terminals for imports to
substitute Russian gas has doubled, due in part to higher operating and infrastructure
costs.

● The cooling, liquefying and transport processes, as well as the post-transport
regasification procedures, also require a lot of energy.

● Between 10-25% of the energy of the gas is being lost during the liquefaction process.
What’s the climate impact?
● A lot of energy is required to extract natural gas from a reservoir, to transport from the

gas field to the LNG facility for processing, to chill gas to such low temperatures, and to
hold it at that temperature before it is warmed and regasified following a long sea or train
journey.

● Methane loss across the supply chain risks also contributes to LNG’s high emissions.
● Because of LNG’s much more complex production and transport process, the risks of

methane leakages along the production, transport and regasification chain are simply
much higher and therefore much more emissions-intensive.

India and LNG:
● The share of natural gas in the primary energy mix is envisaged to increase to 15% by

2030 by boosting domestic production and procuring LNG.
● LNG imports are under Open General Licensing (OGL) category and the establishment of

LNG infrastructure, including LNG terminals, is also under 100% FDI (automatic route).
● Market of natural gas is being created by the expansion of gas infrastructure including

City Gas Distribution, Gas Grid Network and the establishment of LNG retail outlets.
● Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has notified LNG as a transport fuel. LNG

Terminals/Pipelines/City Gas Distribution Networks are being established to expand gas
market.

● India first began importing LNG in 2004, and by 2015 India had become the world’s fifth
largest importer of LNG behind Japan, South Korea, China, and Taiwan.

Source: Hindu



4. First Advance Estimates of National Income, 2022-23
Topic: Economy

In News: The National Statistical Office (NSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation has

released the First Advance Estimates (FAE) of National Income at both Constant (2011-12) and Current

Prices, for the financial year 2022-23.

More on the Topic:

● India's GDP (gross domestic product) may grow 7% for the financial year 2022-23.
● First Advance Estimates are also known as the “advance” estimates because they are

published long before the financial year (April to March) is over.
● They are the “first” official estimates of how GDP is expected to grow in that financial

year.
● The significance of FAE lies in the fact that they are the GDP estimates that the Union

Finance Ministry uses to decide the next financial year’s budget allocations.
Source: Indian Express
_____________________________________________________________________________



5. UAPA

Topic: Polity and Governance

In News: The Centre has declared People's Anti-Fascist-Front (PAFF), a proxy outfit of the

banned terror group Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), and all its manifestations and front

organisations as a 'terrorist' organization under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 1967.

More on the Topic:

● The First Schedule of the UAPA contains the list of terrorist organisations.
● UAPA was passed in 1967. It aims at effective prevention of unlawful activities

associations in India.
● Unlawful activity refers to any action taken by an individual or association intended to

disrupt the territorial integrity and sovereignty of India.
● The Act assigns absolute power to the central government, by way of which if the Centre

deems an activity as unlawful then it may, by way of an Official Gazette, declare it so.
● It has death penalty and life imprisonment as highest punishments.
● Under UAPA, both Indian and foreign nationals can be charged. It will be applicable to

the offenders in the same manner, even if crime is committed on a foreign land, outside
India.

● The 2004 amendment, added “terrorist act" to the list of offences to ban organisations
for terrorist activities, under which 34 outfits were banned.



● A tribunal headed by a High court judge is constituted by the Central Government to
confirm a ban on a political organisation based on evidence and analysis of the
allegations.

Source: Business Standard
_______________________________________________________________________________

6. Cloud forests

Topic: Environment and Ecology

In News: A new report has advocated that a Cloud Forest Bond will incentivise governments to

protect their cloud forests.

More on the Topic:

● Cloud forests are the forest that on top tropical mountains, largely shrouded in mist.
● They are generally tropical or subtropical, evergreen, montane, moist forest

characterized by a persistent, frequent or seasonal low-level cloud cover, usually at the
canopy level.

● Cloud forests often exhibit an abundance of mosses covering the ground and
vegetation, in which case they are also referred to as mossy forests.

● Mossy forests usually develop on the saddles of mountains, where moisture introduced
by settling clouds is more effectively retained.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tropical
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subtropical
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montane_forest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tropical_and_subtropical_moist_broadleaf_forests
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloud
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moss
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mountain_pass


● Cloud forests are among the most biodiversity rich ecosystems in the world with a large
amount of species directly or indirectly depending on them.

Source: Business Standard

7. Sagol Kangjei

Topic: Culture

In News: Home Minister ha inaugurated statue of player of Sagol Kangjei: The ancient polo of

Manipur.

More on the Topic:

● It is believed that Sagol Kangjei, the modern-day Polo game originated in Manipur.
● In Sagol Kangjei game, players ride horses, specifically the Manipur Ponies, which are

referenced in records dating back to the 14th century.
● The Manipur Pony is one of five recognised equine breeds of India, and has a powerful

cultural significance for Manipuri society.
Source: Business Standard


