
1. RuPay Debit Card, BHIM-UPI
Topic:  Economy

In News: The Cabinet has approved a ₹ 2,600 crore scheme for promoting RuPay debit cards and

low-value BHIM-UPI transactions.

More on the Topic

● Under the scheme, banks will be provided financial incentives for promoting Point of
Sale (PoS) and e-commerce transactions using RuPay and UPI in the current financial
year.

● The scheme would help in building a robust digital payment ecosystem. It would also
promote UPI Lite and UPI123PAY as economical and user-friendly digital payments.

● UPI Lite is an 'on-device wallet' feature by National Payments Corporation of India
(NPCI) to allow users to make small-value payments (upto ₹200) offline.

● UPI 123PAY is an instant payment system for feature phone (non-smartphone) users.
● The move is as a result of the need sought by National Payments Corporation of India

(NPCI) to incentivise BHIM-UPI and RuPay Debit Card transactions to create a
cost-effective value proposition for ecosystem stakeholders.

● It also intends to increase merchant acceptance footprints and faster migration from
cash payments to digital payments.

About UPI:
● Unified Payments Interface is an instant real-time payment system developed by

National Payments Corporation of India.
● The interface facilitates inter-bank peer-to-peer and person-to-merchant transactions.
● It is used on mobile devices to instantly transfer funds between two bank accounts



About Rupay:
● RuPay is an Indian multinational financial services and payment service system,

conceived and launched by the National Payments Corporation of India on 26 March
2012.

● It was created to fulfil the Reserve Bank of India's vision of establishing a domestic, open
and multilateral system of payments.

Source: BBC

_____________________________________________________________________________________

1. Global Risks Report 2023
Topic: Reports ad

Indices



In News: A World Economic Forum has published Global Risk Report 2023.

More on the Topic:

● Major Highlights:
● The cost of living crisis as the biggest short-term risk facing the world right now, with

climate change as the biggest long-term threat.
● The most-cited two-year term risks included natural disasters, geoeconomic

confrontation, the erosion of social cohesion, widespread cybercrime, large-scale
involuntary migration and natural resource crises, alongside climate change.

● Cybercrime and migration also featured as long-term risks, though climate-related
issues took the top four spots.

● Economic aftereffects of COVID-19 and Ukraine war resulted in rising inflation, rapid
normalization of monetary policies, low-growth, low-investment era.

● Technology such as AI, quantum computing and biotechnology, etc. will exacerbate
inequalities and digital divide.

● The report states that governments will face “trade-offs” in the coming years as they
try to navigate societal challenges, the environment, and security risks.

● The report stresses the need for more effective collaboration on climate mitigation and
adaptation over the next decade to avoid “ecological breakdown” and continued global
warming.

Source: WEF

2. India Plastic Recycling Scenario
Topic: Environment and Ecology



In News: According to a new report by Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) the country is

not properly collecting and recycling the trash, thus leading to lethal plastic pollution.

More on the Topic:

● The document highlighted that unless the entire life cycle of plastic from source to
disposal is not together considered as the root cause of the pollution it causes, the
problem is not going away.

● Currently though, the focus is entirely on downstream issues related to collection,
management, diversion and disposal of plastic waste.

Issues of Indian Plastic Recycling:
● Management of plastic waste involves two distinct steps: collection and recycling or

end-of-life disposal. Both are not executed properly in India.
● The collection of plastic waste is the responsibility of local government bodies, producers,

importers and brand owners.
● As high as 42-86 per cent of the plastic waste in India flows through the informal sector

to material recovery facilities operated by multinational corporations in partnership with
local governments or otherwise.

● Also, brand owners outsource the work of waste collection and recycling to third parties
and exempt themselves of taking responsibility for their actions.

● The Indian government claims that the country is recycling 60 per cent of its plastic
waste. However, this is limited to specific types of polymers (plastics) like PET bottles.

● Maharashtra, Gujarat and Tamil Nadu together contribute 38 percent to total plastic
waste generated in India.

● 94% of recycled plastic waste is shredded in India using mechanical recycling method.
Recommendations:
● Landfill and incineration taxes must be levied in India to encourage recycling
● Brands should be mandated to have a proactive disclosure policy to continually report

the amount of plastics put out by them in the market each year.
● The amount of plastic they collect back and send for recycling and burning should also be

made available in the public domain.
● Authorise 'pay-as-you-throw' system, which requires citizens to pay a variable rate per

kilogram for a bag of mixed garbage.
● Regulate entire life cycle of plastic bags from manufacturing, imports to disposal.
● The government should include the informal sector in the formal value chain of plastic

waste management and protect it from the rapid privatisation of plastic waste
management services.

Source: Hindu



3. Lokur Committee
Topic: Social Justice

In News: Despite being described as 'obsolete', cumbersome' and 'condescending' by the

government's own task force, the Office of Registrar-General of India still follows the criteria laid

down by the 1965 Lokur Committee  for categorising any community as Scheduled Tribe.

More on the Topic:

● The criteria of the Lokur Committee for recognition of any community under the ST list
are indications of primitive traits, distinctive culture, geographical isolation, shyness of
contact with the community at large, and backwardness.

● Over the years, the criteria have come under severe criticism.
A new Task force in 2014 came up with new criteria:

● Socio-economic, including educational, backwardness, vis-a-vis, the rest of the
population of the state;

● Historical geographical isolation which may or may not exist today; Distinct
language/dialect;

● Presence of a core culture relating to life-cycle, marriage, songs, dance, paintings,
folklore;

● Endogamy, or in case of exogamy, marital relationship primarily with other STs
● This criterion is for scheduling of a community as ST and not for determining ST status of

an individual.
Source: PIB

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. Digital India Land Records Modernization Programme(DILRMP)
Topic: e- Governance



In News: Cadastral maps of 35% of over six lakh villages in country have so far been

geo-referenced under DILRMP.

More on the Topic:

● DILRMP is implemented by Department of Land Resources under Ministry of Rural
Development.

● It is a Central Sector scheme that has been extended to 2023-24, to complete its original
targets as well as expand its ambit with a slew of new schemes

● This programme is aimed at achieving ease of access to land records through a digital
platform which is set to ensure more transparency in the Revenue Department, a
department otherwise marred with corruption for several decades. 

● The introduction of  DILRMP is expected to reduce property disputes and ensure
conclusive titles to immovable properties in Jammu & Kashmir.

● The Government claims that the digitilisation process will be followed by a survey,
resurvey and updation of all survey and settlement records, integration of property
registration with land records and cadastral maps (Cadastral Maps, also referred to as
Bhu Naksha, are a digital form of land records that show all the boundaries of different
parts of land pieces based on their length, area, and direction) to ensure the authenticity
of record.

Source: Business Standard

_______________________________________________________________________________

6.VSHORAD Missile

Topic: Science and Technology



In News: Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has successfully conducted

test of the Very Short Range Air Defence System (VSHORADS) missile.

More on the Topic:

● These are short-range, lightweight and portable surface-to-air missiles. These can be

fired by individuals or small groups to destroy aircraft or helicopters.

● It is a man-portable air defence system (MANPADS).
● It is designed and developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation

(DRDO).
● Propelled by a dual thrust solid motor, it incorporates many novel technologies including

miniaturised Reaction Control System (RCS) and integrated avionics.
Source: Business Standard

7.One Sun - One World - One Grid Programme
Topic: Personalities in

News

In News: India-Myanmar-Thailand interconnection plan is in line with OSOWOG programme

under International Solar Alliance (ISA).

More on the Topic:

● Under the plan, the Indian grid would be linked to those of the Middle East, South Asia
and Southeast Asia to form a common grid.

● The focus on linking the power grids is also a part of India’s Act East policy, with the
country trying to improve its economic ties with Southeast Asian countries and counter
China’s influence.



● In South Asia, India is establishing connectivity with national grids of neighbouring
countries. Under the Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal (BBIN) sub-regional initiative,
India has set up connectivity with all the member nations.

● OWOSOG was launched jointly by India and UK during COP 26 in 2021.
● It aimed for connecting solar energy supply across borders.
● It will be developed under World Bank’s technical assistance.

Source: Business Standard


