
1. Centre vs Delhi Govt on control over services

Topic:  Polity and Governance

In News: A five-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court is hearing a dispute between

the Delhi government and the Centre over the control of services.

More on the Topic

● Almost five years ago, another Constitution Bench had ruled in favour of the Aam Aadmi
Party-led state government in a similar tussle.

● Present case deals with matters pertaining to control over the transfers and the overall
functioning of administrative services in the National Capital Territory (NCT) of Delhi.

About Article 239 AA:
● Article 239 AA was inserted in the Constitution by the 69th Amendment Act, 1991, and

conferred Special Status upon Delhi following the recommendations of the S
Balakrishnan Committee that was set up in 1987 to look into Delhi’s demands for
statehood.

● According to this provision, the NCT of Delhi will have an Administrator and a
Legislative Assembly.

● Subject to the provisions of the Constitution, the Legislative Assembly, “shall have the
power to make laws for the whole or any part of the NCT with respect to any of the
matters in the State List or Concurrent List in so far as any such matter is applicable to
Union territories” except on the subjects of police, public order, and land.



How administration of Delhi is different from administration of other states having a
legislature?

● The status of Delhi being a Union Territory under Schedule 1 of the Constitution but
christened the ‘National Capital Territory’ under Article 239AA, engrafted by the
Constitution (69th Amendment) Act.

● The 69th amendment to the Constitution of India inserted Article 239AA, which
declared the Union Territory of Delhi to be administered by a L-G who works on aid and
advice of the elected legislative assembly.

● However, the ‘aid and advice’ clause pertains only to matters on which the elected
Assembly has powers under the State and Concurrent Lists With the exception of public
order, police, and land.

● Further, the Article 239AA also notes that L-G has to either act on the aid and advice of
the Council of Ministers, or he is bound to implement the decision taken by the
President on a reference being made by him.

● Also, Article 239AA, empowers the L-G to refer a difference of opinion on ‘any matter’
with the Council of Ministers to the President.

● Thus, this dual control between L-G and the elected government leads to a power
tussle.

Way Ahead:
● Collaborative structure that can be worked only through constitutional trust: The

Supreme Court through various verdicts had rightly concluded that the scheme set out
in the Constitution and the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi Act, 1991
envisages a collaborative structure that can be worked only through constitutional
trust.

● Principle of Subsidiarity: Subsidiarity which is a foundational principle of fiscal
federalism necessitates empowered sub-national governments.

● For this reason central government should move towards allocating greater powers to
sub national  governments.

● In this context, India should take inspiration from several large megapolis around the
globe, from Jakarta and Seoul to London and Paris, which have had strong sub-national
governments.

Source: Indian Express
_____________________________________________________________________________________

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/shifting-health-to-the-concurrent-list


1. Gujarat’s Harappan necropolis
Topic: Culture

In News: Excavation at Gujarat’s Harappan necropolis has revealed death rituals of 5,000  years ago.

More on the Topic:

● Archaeologists found rows of graves with skeletal remains, ceramic pots, plates and
vases, beaded jewellery, and animal bones that piqued their interest.

● Over time, it emerged as one the biggest Harappan burial sites, with the possibility of
500 graves, of which about 125 have been found so far.

● These are from 3,200 BCE to 2,600 BCE, predating Dholavira—a Unesco world heritage
site—and several other Harappan sites in the state. T

● he site is important because others like Dholavira have a cemetery in and around the
town, but no major habitation has been discovered near Juna Khatiya,

● The site demonstrates the transition from earth-mound burials to stone graves.
Specification of the Artefacts:

● The pottery from the site have features and style similar to those excavated from early
Harappan sites in Sindh and Balochistan.

● The rectangular graves were made of shale and sandstone, which are common rocks in
the area, and other than items like clay bowls and dishes, prized possessions like beads
and bangles of terracotta, seashells, and lapis lazuli were interred with dead.

● The majority of burial pits had five to six pots. In one, 62 pots were found. We have not
found any metal artefact from the site so far.



● Some of the burial structures have boulders of basalt as coverings. Pebbles of local rock,
basalt, soil, sand, etc were used for construction, and clay was used to bind them
together,” said Rajesh, delivering a lecture at IIT Gandhinagar last week.

About Necropolis:
● A necropolis is a large, designed cemetery with elaborate tomb monuments.
● The name stems from the Ancient Greek meaning “city of the dead“. The pyramid at

Giza, in Egypt, is an example of a necropolis — it’s the tomb of an Egyptian pharaoh.
About Indus Valley Civilisation:

● Indus Valley Civilization was the first major civilization in South Asia, which spread
across a vast area of land in present-day India and Pakistan (around 12 lakh sq.km).

● The time period of the mature Indus Valley Civilization is estimated between BC. 2700-
BC.1900 ie. for 800 years. But early Indus Valley Civilization had existed even before
BC.2700.

● Harappan Sites was discovered by Dayaram Sahni (1921) at Montgomery district,
Punjab, Pakistan.

● Mohanjodaro was discovered by R. D. Banerji at Larkana district, Sind, Pakistan.
● The city was divided into Citadel(west) and Lower Town(east).

Source: DTE

1. Samudrayan Mission

Topic: Science and Technology

In News: A three-member crew will be sent around 6,000 metres below sea level as part of a

Samudrayaan Mission expected to be completed by 2026.

More on the Topic:



● Matsya, an Indian-made deep-submergence vehicle developed under the Deep Ocean
Mission plan for the exploration of rare minerals, will carry the crew for the exploration of
deep-sea resources such as minerals.

● This mission is expected to be realised in next three years.
● Matsya-6000 is being designed and developed by the National Institute of Ocean

Technology (NIOT) in Chennai under the ministry of earth sciences.
About Samudyan Mission:
● The Samudrayaan project is a part of the deep-sea ocean mission under MoES approved

in 2021.
● Samudrayaan Mission is aimed to develop a self propelled manned submersible to carry

3 human beings to a water depth of 6000 meters in the ocean with a suite of scientific
sensors and tools for deep ocean exploration.

● It has an endurance of 12 hours of operational period and 96 hours in case of emergency.
● The manned submersible will allow scientific personnel to observe and understand

unexplored deep sea areas by direct interventions. Further, it will enhance the capability
for deep sea man rated vehicle development.

● The projected timeline is five years for the period 2020-2021 to 2025-2026.
About Deep Ocean Mission:
● Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is one of the collaborators of the Ministry of

Earth Sciences for implementation of Deep Ocean Mission (DOM).
● The objectives of the mission include:
● To develop technologies for mining of deep sea resources like Polymetallic nodules
● To provide the future projections or predictions on the trends in sea level along the

Indian coast, cyclone intensity and frequency, storm surges, wind waves, biogeochemistry
and ecosystem that affect the fishery etc.

● To install deep ocean observations (below 2 km depth) over the Indian Ocean.
● Development of DNA bank of deep-sea fauna of Northern Indian Ocean through

systematic sampling using Remotely Operated Vehicle.
● Support Blue Economy.

Source: Hindu



2. Ground Water Uranium Contamination
Topic: Environment and Ecology

In News: Recent report on the state of groundwater released by the Central Groundwater

Board, revealed that Twelve Indian states have uranium levels beyond permissible limits in their

groundwater.

More on the Topic:

● Uranium concentrations in the country’s shallow groundwater range from 0-532 parts
per billion (ppb), according to the document titled Groundwater yearbook 2021-2022.

● Uranium concentration is found to be within safe limits in 13 states and none of the
samples collected from Kerala had its presence.

● Punjab is the worst-affected state in terms of the percentage of wells found to have
uranium concentration of more than 30 ppb — the safe levels prescribed by the Bureau
of Indian Standards (BIS) and the World Health Organization (WHO).

● Haryana is the second state in terms of uranium prevalence in groundwater.
● The state also recorded the second-highest concentration of uranium in the country.

Adverse Effects of Uranium:



● Uranium is a nephrotoxic element and can have an adverse impact at very high
concentrations.

● This means that people dependent on groundwater containing the element are at a
higher risk of impaired renal function and kidney disease.

● Exposure to uranium may also lead to other adverse health impacts, including bone
toxicity.

Causes of contamination:
● Geogenic processes are responsible for uranium contamination.
● High levels of uranium are largely due to natural uranium content in aquifer rocks,

oxidation state and groundwater chemistry.
● Extreme bicarbonate levels were also found at the sites with high uranium levels.

Bicarbonates help to bring the uranium out of the source rocks and is a reason for the
high occurrence of the element.

● Human-made causes too could be behind this. Groundwater-table decline, nitrate
pollution and over-exploitation of groundwater from irrigation further exacerbate
uranium mobilisation.

Source: DTE

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. REWARD Project
Topic: Environment and Ecology

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/water/uranium-in-water-can-cause-chronic-kidney-diseases-but-india-doesn-t-monitor-it-60833
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/environment/uranium-contamination-in-punjab-could-be-due-to-geological-processes-study-61134


In News: World Bank will get Sub-Saharan farm officials to Karnataka to learn from its REWARD

watershed model.

More on the Topic:

● Karnataka’s performance in the implementation of the Rejuvenating Watershed for
Agricultural Resilience through Innovative Development (REWARD) scheme has been
acknowledged world wide.

● The project aims to help national and state institutions adopt improved watershed
management practices to help increase farmers’ resilience to climate change, and
promote higher productivity and better incomes.

● REWARD is being implemented in three to four Indian States for 6 years for:
● prevention of soil run-off, regeneration of natural vegetation, rainwater harvesting, and

recharging of the groundwater table.
● Enabling multi-cropping and the introduction of diverse agro-based activities.

Watershed Management:
● Watershed is geographical area drained by a watercourse and is considered an useful

planning unit for integrated water and land resource management.
● Effective watershed management can help enhance livelihoods in rainfed areas, while

building a more resilient food system.
Source: PIB

6. New Dinosaur Species in Chilean Valley
Topic: Environment and Ecology



In News: Scientists have discovered the fossils of four dinosaur species – including a megaraptor

– at the Chilean Patagonia.

More on the Topic:

● These carnivorous dinosaurs had raptor claws, small teeth for tearing, and large upper
limbs which, as per research, put them at the top of the food chain in the region.

● They inhabited between 66 and 75 million years ago, at the end of the Cretaceous
period.

● They also identified two specimens of Unenlagiinae, closely related to velociraptors and
which have a novel evolutionary character, which would indicate that this is a new
species of unenlagine or perhaps a representative of a different clade (group).

Source: Hindu


