
1. The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2022

Topic:  Reports and Indices

In News: The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2022, was released by the NGO Pratham

recently.

More on the Topic:

● Highlights of the Report:
● As schools reopened after nearly two years of closure due to COVID-19, student

enrolments increased to more than pre-pandemic levels but the learning gap widened
for foundational skills in reading and arithmetic, reversing several years of improvement.

● Despite school closures during the pandemic, the overall enrolment figures, which have
been above 95% for the past 15 years for the 6 to 14 years age group, increased from
97.2% in 2018 to 98.4% in 2022.

● The proportion of children in this (3-16 years) age group who are not currently enrolled
also dropped to its lowest level ever to 1.6% from 2.8% in 2018.

● Government schools have seen a sharp increase in children enrolled from 65.6% in
2018 to 72.9% in 2022,.

● Children’s basic literacy levels have taken a big hit, with their reading ability as compared
to numeracy skills worsening much more sharply and dropping to pre-2012 levels.

● The percentage of children in Class 3 in government or private schools who were able
to read at the level of Class 2 dropped from 27.3% in 2018 to 20.5% in 2022.

http://www.asercentre.org/Keywords/p/412.html
http://www.asercentre.org/Keywords/p/412.html


● Nationally, the proportion of children enrolled in Class 5 in government or private
schools who can at least read a Class 2-level text fell from 50.5% in 2018 to 42.8% in
2022.

● The ASER reading test assesses whether a child can read letters, words, a simple
paragraph at Class 1 level of difficulty, or a story at Class 2 level of difficulty.

About the Survey:
● ASER 2022 is first field-based 'basic' nationwide ASER since 2018.
● In ASER 2022, children in age group of 3 to 16 years were surveyed to record their

schooling status and assess their basic reading and arithmetic skills.
● ASER (first conducted in 2005) is an annual, citizen-led household survey to understand

whether children in rural India are enrolled in school and whether they are learning.
● Additional Information: National Achievement Survey (NAS) is undertaken by Ministry

of Education. It provides structured feedback on student learning levels at District, State,
and national levels.

Source: Indian Express
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2. Ken Betwa Link Project
Topic: Economy



In News: Jal Shakti Ministry has held 3rd meeting of Ken-Betwa Link project steering committee.

More on the Topic:

● Discussions were held on issues such as engagement of Project Management
Consultancy, land acquisition and Resettlement and Rehabilitation (R&R) of affected
villages, the establishment of offices of Ken-Betwa Link Project Authority,
implementation of integrated landscape management plan prepared by Wildlife Institute
of India for Greater Panna,

● A Greater Panna Landscape council is also being constituted for implementation of the
Landscape Management Plan (LMP) and Environment Management Plan (EMP) of the
project.

About Ken- Betwa Link Project:
● The Ken-Betwa Link Project is the first project under the National Perspective Plan for

interlinking of rivers.
● Under this project, water from the Ken river will be transferred to the Betwa river. Both

these rivers are tributaries of river Yamuna.
● The Ken-Betwa Link Project has two phases.
● Under Phase-I, one of the components — Daudhan dam complex and its appurtenances

like Low Level Tunnel, High Level Tunnel, Ken-Betwa link canal and Power houses — will
be completed.

● While in the Phase-II, three components — Lower Orr dam, Bina complex project and
Kotha barrage — will be constructed.

● The project is expected to provide annual irrigation of 10.62 lakh hectares, drinking
water supply to about 62 lakh people and also generate 103 MW of hydropower.

Which region will get the benefits of the KBLP?
● The Ken-Betwa Link Project lies in Bundelkhand, a drought-prone region, which spreads

across 13 districts of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh.
● It will pave the way for more interlinking of river projects to ensure that scarcity of water

does not become an inhibitor for development in the country,
Source: Hindu
______________________________________________________________________________



3. India’s first Fourth Industrial Revolution centre on healthcare, life
sciences

Topic: Economy

In News: Hyderabad will host a World Economic Forum Centre for the Fourth Industrial

Revolution (C4IR), the first thematic centre in India to focus on life sciences and healthcare..

More on the Topic:

● The centre will be an autonomous, non-profit organisation focusing on policy and
governance for healthcare and life sciences.

● The proposed hub will advance and accelerate the development and adoption of newer
technologies including genomics, personalised medicine and healthcare manufacturing,
with a focus on the interplay between life sciences and technology in the region and
globally.

About Fourth Industrial Revolution:
● The First Industrial Revolution used water and steam power to mechanize production.
● The Second used electric power to create mass production.
● The Third used electronics and information technology to automate production.



● Now a Fourth Industrial Revolution is building on the Third, the digital revolution that
has been occurring since the middle of the last century.

● It is characterized by a fusion of technologies that is blurring the lines between the
physical, digital, and biological spheres.

● The fusion of technologies include artificial intelligence (AI), robotics, the Internet of
Things (IoT), 3D printing, genetic engineering, quantum computing, and other
technologies.

How can Industrial Revolution 4.0 help India?
● It can aide in ?India’s efforts to alleviating poverty.
● Better and low-cost health care can be achieved through the implementation of AI-

driven diagnostics, personalized treatment, early identification of potential pandemics,
and imaging diagnostics, among others.

● Farmer’s income could be enhanced by providing them with the latest technologies,
improvement in crop yield through real-time advisory, advanced detection of pest
attacks, and prediction of crop prices to inform sowing practices.

● Last mile connectivity of various technologies could be achieved.
● Artificial intelligence can be used to empower and enable specially-abled people.
● It will improve ease of living and ease of doing business using smart technologies.

Recently,
Source: Hindu



1. Nature
Risk
Profile
Topic:

Environment

and Ecology

In News: The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and S&P Global announced the launch of the

Nature Risk Profile.

More on the Topic:

● It is a new methodology for analyzing companies’ impacts and dependencies on
nature.



● The Nature Risk Profile is aimed at enabling the financial sector to measure and
address nature-related risk by providing scientifically robust and actionable analytics on
nature impacts and dependencies.

● The new methodology outlines metrics and data that enable companies and investors
to identify and quantify nature-related exposure.

● The methodology covers several key areas, including risks arising from companies’
impacts on biodiversity, risks arising from companies’ dependencies on biodiversity
and potential risks via proximity to biodiverse areas.

The Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework:
● The launch of the Nature Risk Profile methodology follows on the heels of the adoption

of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, in December 2022.
● The Global Biodiversity Framework includes a target for governments to take legal,

administrative or policy measures to encourage and enable businesses to regularly
monitor, assess, and transparently disclose their risks, dependencies and impacts on
biodiversity.

● Governments furthermore agreed that these requirements apply to all large as well as
transnational companies and financial institutions along with their operations, supply
and value chains, and portfolios.

Source: Indian Express
_____________________________________________________________________________
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5. Bharat Pravah

Topic: Government Schemes

In News: The new government initiative ‘Bharat Pravah – India along its Shores’ was launched

recently.

More on the Topic:

● The program is to highlight the role of rivers-ports-shipping in the everyday life of a
common man through literature, dialogue and communication.

● Bharat Pravah will serve as a common platform to bring together stakeholders from
different walks for the purpose of creating a larger vision of shipping, rivers, seas &
people.

● It will highlight the challenges, policy issues and future goals relating to the maritime
sector.

Source: Hindu
_________________________________________________________________________
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6. Grameen Udyami Scheme
Topic: Government Schemes

In News: The felicitation ceremony of 200 tribal women under Grameen Udyami Scheme was

held recently.

More on the Topic:

● Grameen Udyami Scheme was launched to augment skill training in tribal communities
for their inclusive and sustainable growth.

● Under the programme, the endeavor is to multi-skill India’s youth and impart
functional skills to them for enabling livelihoods.

o The overall aim is to expand the rural/local economy, enhance employment
opportunities, reduce forced migration and also lead to the conservation of
natural resources.

● Transportation, boarding & lodging during the learning period is provided to candidates
● The training under the project will be conducted in the Job roles which are relevant to

the local economy.
● It is funded by National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) that aims to train tribal

students in 6 states: Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand,
and Gujarat.

Source: Business Standard
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