
1. Caste based census of Bihar
Topic:  Polity

and

Governance

In News: The Supreme Court refused to entertain various pleas challenging the State

Government’s notification to conduct caste-based census in Bihar.

More on the Topic:

● The Bihar Government launched the caste survey on January 2023.
● The plan is to compile data on each family digitally through a mobile application in the

survey from the panchayat to the district level.
● The pleas implored the Supreme Court to quash the State Government's notification to

conduct caste-based census.
● SC directed the petitioners to approach  the High Court.

About Caste Based Census:
● Caste census is the procedure of systematically acquiring and recording the caste-wise

tabulation of particular population.
● Caste was included as a parameter in Census data only during the 1931 Census.
● Ever since independence, the Census had only the data related to SC and ST populations.
● Caste Census is under the administrative control of Ministry of Home Affairs.
● Rohini Commission was the recent attempt by categorisation within OBCs for better

targeted service delivery.
Significance of Caste Base Census:

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/the-bihar-governments-caste-count/article65488480.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/the-bihar-governments-caste-count/article65488480.ece


● The According to Oxfam inequality data 5 per cent of Indians own more than 60 per
cent of the country's wealth, while the bottom 50 per cent of the population possess
only 3 per cent of the wealth.

● Considering the fact that Indian society is also stratified on the basis of caste we need to
look into the caste based composition of the top 5%, middle 40% and bottom 50% of
the Indian population in order to arrive at a fair conclusion about what the data actually
represents for various caste groups in India.

● Caste based data is also necessary to justify the preservation of caste-based affirmative
action programmes for better planning and targeting of welfare schemes.

● It will also provide quantifiable data to support the existing levels of reservation as
required by Supreme court for groups like OBC.

● To have democratic debates and conversation which addresses on issues like
disproportionate benefits from reservation by particular groups within each category.

● It will also help to  address the inequities in the society.
Arguments Against Caste Based Census:

● May breach 50% reservation bench mark of the SC of India.
● Might disrupt the existing social existence of different castes and communities.
● May hinder present norms associated with health, education, employment etc.

Source: Indian Express
_____________________________________________________________________________________

2. Utilisation of Fly Ash for Thermal Power Plants (TPP)
Topic: Environment and Ecology



In News: The Union Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) clarified

the compliance dates for the complete utilisation of fly ash for thermal power plants (TPP) in a

new notification.

More on the Topic:

● The ministry has been releasing notifications for fly ash for the last two decades.
● Though there is substantial utilisation of fly ash, it is very poor in many TPPs.
● Following are the highlights of new guideline:
● Areas where fly ash is stored can also be reclaimed by setting up solar and wind power

plants, along with plantations. 
● The new notification has done away with the price cap on fly ash bricks.
● Fly ash bricks utilise waste from TPPs and reduce greenhouse emissions by reducing

dependency on red bricks that use topsoil and pollute the environment.
● The utilisation of legacy ash was not required in areas where reclamation has taken

place with greenbelts or plantations.
About Fly Ash:

● Fly ash is a fine gray powder consisting mostly of spherical, glassy particles that are
produced as a byproduct in coal-fired power stations.

● Depending upon the source and composition of the coal being burned, the components
of fly ash vary considerably, but all fly ash includes substantial amounts of silicon dioxide
(SiO2), aluminium oxide (Al2O3) and calcium oxide (CaO), the main mineral compounds
in coal-bearing rock strata.

● Minor constituents include: arsenic, beryllium, boron, cadmium, chromium, hexavalent
chromium, cobalt, lead, manganese, mercury, molybdenum, selenium, strontium,
thallium, and vanadium, along with very small concentrations of dioxins and PAH
compounds. It also has unburnt carbon.

● Fly ash has pozzolanic properties, meaning that it reacts with lime to form cementitious
compounds. It is commonly known as a supplementary cementitious material.

Issues Associated with Fly Ash:
● Fly ash is considered as an environmental hazard worldwide, since it generally contain

organic pollutants, probable toxic metals like Selenium, Arsenic, Mercury and
radionuclide's Uranium, Thorium.

● When combined with water they cause leaching of heavy metals in ground water.
● It also pollutes the soil, and affects the root development system of trees.
● Fly Ash is associated with the destruction of mangroves, drastic reduction in crop

yields.
● The pollution of groundwater in the Rann of Kutch from the ash sludge of adjoining Coal

power plants has been well documented.

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/waste/environment-ministry-issues-new-draft-notification-on-fly-ash-with-polluter-pays-principle-75379
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/pollution/indian-states-power-plants-with-poor-ash-utilisation-must-act-now-74810
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/pollution/fly-ash-management-and-utilisation-mission-will-it-boost-handling-disposal-of-by-product-81296
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/pollution/effective-deterrence-needed-to-ensure-full-ash-utilisation-by-coal-power-plants-in-india-73312


Source: DTE
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3. SAARC
Topic: International Relations

In News: Nepal said it was making efforts to activate the eight-member regional grouping

SAARC, which has not been very effective.

More on the Topic:

● The SAARC has not been very effective since 2016 as its biennial summits have not
taken place since the last one in Kathmandu in 2014.

● The 2016 SAARC Summit was to be held in Islamabad. But after the terrorist attack on an
Indian Army camp in Uri in Jammu and Kashmir that year, India expressed its inability
to participate in the summit due to "prevailing circumstances".

● The summit was called off after Bangladesh, Bhutan and Afghanistan also declined to
participate in the Islamabad meet.

● When almost all the regional blocks participated actively during the Corona pandemic,
SAARC didn’t do anything which effectively helped the region.

The Reason for SAARC Failure:
● Lack of trust among the member countries has been the most significant factor for the

inactiveness of SAARC especially between India and Pakistan.
● In recent times, Pakistan’s non-cooperation has stalled some major initiatives under

SAARC.



● For example, despite India’s keen interest in cooperating and strengthening
intra-regional connectivity by backing the SAARC–MVA during the 18th summit of
SAARC, the agreement was stalled following Pakistan’s reluctance.

● SAARC does not have any arrangement for resolving disputes or mediating conflicts.
This escalate  the problems.

● Entry of China In to regional geo politics also been considered as a reason for the block’s
failure.

About SAARC:
● In 1985 Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka created the

SAARC regional forum.
● The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) was established with the

goal of contributing “to mutual trust, understanding and appreciation of one another’s
problems.”

● The first SAARC meeting took place in Dhaka in 1985, and there have been 18 summits
till date.

● Afghanistan was admitted as a member in 2007.
● Headquarters: Kathmandu, Nepal

Source: Hindu



4. Haiderpur Wetland

Topic: Environment and Ecology

In News: The Uttar Pradesh irrigation department drained out Haiderpur wetland.

More on the Topic:

● This was done under pressure from farmers who complained of water logging in their
fields due to high ground water level.

● Haiderpur wetland is one of the largest human-made wetland that was formed in 1984
after the construction of Madhya Ganga Barrage.

● The region is fed by the Ganges and its tributary Solani river.
● The wetland lies in the strategic Central Asian Flyway which is as an important stop over

site for the winter migratory birds.
● It supports species like the critically endangered gharial and hog deer (EN),

black-bellied tern (EN), Indian skimmer (EN) and golden mahseer(EN).
● It is located within the boundaries of Hastinapur Wildlife Sanctuary.

Source: Indian Express
_____________________________________________________________________________

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ganges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Asian_Flyway


5.Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals
Topic: Environment and Ecology

In News: The Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC), in collaboration with

ICAR-CIFRI under the ‘National programme on Electronics and ICT applications in Agriculture

and Environment (AgriEnIcs)’ has developed a biosensing system for detection of Endocrine

Disrupting Chemicals (EDC) in aquatic ecosystems.

More on the Topic:

● The Bio sensing system intense for qualitative and quantative analysis of EDC content in
water bodies.



● The endocrine system, which regulates the body’s hormones, may be mimicked or
interfered with by a variety of chemicals, both natural and man-made.

● These substances, often known as endocrine disruptors, have been associated with
developmental, reproductive, brain, immunological, and other issues.

● Endocrine-disrupting chemicals (EDCs) are found in many everyday products, including
plastic bottles and containers, liners of metal food cans, detergents, flame retardants,
food, toys, cosmetics, and pesticides.

● Agriculture and Environment (AgriEnIcs)’ programme aims to solve problems in
Agriculture and Environment domain by using Electronics and ICT technologies.

Source: Business Standard
_______________________________________________________________________________

6. Akshaya Big Campaign for Document Digitisation (ABCD)
Topic: Government Schemes

In News: Kerala’s Wayanad is the first district in the country to provide basic documents to all

tribal persons through ABCD campaign.

More on the Topic:

● The basic documents provided in the campaign include Aadhaar cards, ration cards,
election ID cards, bank accounts, birth and death certificates, and health insurance.

● These documents are digitized and saved in DigiLocker accounts.
● Digitalising the documents through DigiLocker will help the beneficiaries easily retrieve

the documents in case these are lost or damaged.
Source: Business Standard



7. Exercise Cyclone - I

Topic: International Relations

In News: The first-ever joint exercise between the special forces of the India and Egypt named

‘Exercise Cyclone-I’ is in progress in Rajasthan.

More on the Topic:

● The exercise aims to bolster defence co-operation between the two nations.
● The exercise engages both the contingents on professional skill sharing and Special

Forces interoperability in desert terrain.
● It also conducts counterterrorism, reconnaissance, raids, and other Special Forces

operations in a mechanised warfare setting as well as surgical strikes.
Source: Business Standard


