
1. Geothermal Energy 
Topic:  Environment and Ecology 

In News: ONGC plans to map the geothermal energy sources of India in search of clean energy. 
More on the Topic 

• According to es;mates, India has a poten=al of 10 GW of geothermal energy. 
• The focus on geothermal energy comes at a ;me when country has set an ambi;ous 

climate target of 500 GW of installed renewable energy capacity and net zero carbon 
emission by 2070. 

• ONGC also has accelerated its diversifica;on efforts through its ‘Energy Strategy 2040’. 
• Under the strategy, ONGC targets 5 GW of renewable energy capacity by 2040, with an 

intermediate target of 2 GW of onshore wind energy and 1.5 GW of solar energy by 
2030. 

• The oil and gas producer has diversified into several sectors, including underground coal 
gasifica;on, solar and wind energy and, last year, partnered with Norwegian state-
owned energy company Equinor for a pilot project of carbon capture, u;liza;on and 
storage (CCUS). 

About Geothermal Energy Efforts by India: 
• ONGC began drilling in Ladakh in search of geothermal energy sources.  
• So far, Ladakh has been iden=fied as the most resource-rich region in terms of 

geothermal energy in the country. 



• Efforts are also under way to u;lize geothermal energy from oil and gas wells in 
Gandhar oil field of ONGC’s Ankleshwar asset in Gujarat. 

• According to ONGC Puga and Chumathang in eastern Ladakh are the most promising 
geothermal fields in India, with a poten;al to generate about 50 MW of power.  

About Geothermal Energy: 
• Geothermal energy is heat that is generated within the Earth. (Geo means “earth,” 

and thermal means “heat” in Greek.)  
• It is a renewable resource that can be harvested for human use. 
• About 2,900 kilometers (1,800 miles) below the Earth’s crust, or surface, is the hoZest 

part of our planet: the core.  
• A small por=on of the core’s heat comes from the fric=on and gravita=onal 

pull formed when Earth was created more than 4 billion years ago.  
• However, the vast majority of Earth’s heat is constantly generated by the decay 

of radioac=ve isotopes, such as potassium-40 and thorium-232. 
• The heat can be captured and used directly for heat, or their steam can be used to 

generate electricity. 
•  Geothermal energy can be used to heat structures such as buildings, parking lots, and 

sidewalks. 
Source: Hindu 
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2. Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) 
Topic: Government Schemes 

In News: At least 14.6 lakh micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) accounts were saved 
due to the Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) launched by the government 
during the pandemic, 
More on the Topic: 

• This has saved millions of jobs ;ll November. 
• In absolute terms, MSME loan accounts worth Rs 2.2 lakh crore have improved since the 

incep;on of ECLGS for the en;re banking industry.  
• This means that around 12 per cent of the outstanding MSME credit has been saved 

from slipping into NPA because of the ECLG scheme. 
Concerns About ECLGS: 

• This Scheme was announced as part of the Atma Nirbhar Bharat Package in 2020. 
• The objec;ve of the scheme is to help businesses including MSMEs to meet their 

opera=onal liabili=es and resume businesses a[er the COVID-19 crisis. 
• Under the scheme, borrowers could avail addi;onal credit of up to 20% of their overall 

outstanding credit as on February 29, 2020. 
• Government provides Member Lending Ins=tu=ons (MLIs), 100% guarantee against 

any losses suffered by them due to non-repayment of the ECLGS funding by borrowers. 



• ECLGS is a demand driven scheme. So sanc;ons/disbursements are made by lending 
ins;tu;ons based on assessment of borrower’s requirement and their eligibility. 

• The overall ceiling ini;ally announced for ECLGS was Rs 3 lakh crore which was later 
enhanced to Rs 4.5 lakh crore. 

• ECLGS is under the Department of Financial Services (DFS) of Ministry of Finance. 
• To ensure easy repayment Government has capped the interest rate under ECLGS 

scheme at 9.25% for Banks and Financial Ins;tu;ons and 14% for Non-Banking Financial 
Ins;tu;ons. 

• This scheme also offers a one year moratorium on payment of principle component. 
Addi=onal Informa=on on MSMEs of India: 

• According to the SBI report, the cluster-based approach of MSME financing is enabling 
scaling up of the MSME sector through technology upgrada=on among other things.  

• There is an urgent need to revamp the Credit Guarantee Scheme for the MSME sector.  
• India has less than half the number of MSMEs when compared to China (64 million 

against 140 million Chinese enterprises). 
• The government launched Udyam Assist Plaborm (UAP), developed by SIDBI, to bring 

all the Informal Micro Enterprises (IMEs) into the formal ambit, which cons;tute around 
99 per cent of the MSMEs in the country, without complex and complicated paperwork. 

Source: Hindu 

3. Passive Euthanasia 
Topic: Governance 



In News: A five-judge Bench of the Supreme Court headed by Jus;ce K M Joseph agreed to 
significantly ease the procedure for passive euthanasia in the country by altering the exis;ng 
guidelines for ‘living wills’, as laid down in its 2018 judgment in Common Cause vs. Union of India & 
Anr, which allowed passive euthanasia. 
More on the Topic: 
• Euthanasia refers to the prac;ce of an individual deliberately ending their life, ojen;mes 

to get relief from an incurable condi;on, or intolerable pain and suffering.  
• Euthanasia, which can be administered only by a physician, can be either ‘ac=ve’ or 

‘passive’. 
• Ac=ve euthanasia involves an ac=ve interven=on to end a person’s life with substances 

or external force, such as administering a lethal injec;on.  
• Passive euthanasia refers to withdrawing life support or treatment that is essen;al to 

keep a terminally ill person alive. 
• Passive euthanasia was legalised in India by the Supreme Court in 2018, con=ngent 

upon the person having a ‘living will’ or a wriZen document that specifies what ac;ons 
should be taken if the person is unable to make their own medical decisions in the future. 

• In case a person does not have a living will, members of their family can make a plea 
before the High Court to seek permission for passive euthanasia. 

What did the SC rule in 2018? 
• The Supreme Court allowed passive euthanasia while recognising the living wills of 

terminally-ill pa;ents who could go into a permanent vegeta=ve state, and issued 
guidelines regula=ng this procedure. 

• A five-judge Cons;tu;on Bench headed by then Chief Jus;ce of India (CJI) Dipak Misra 
said that the guidelines would be in force un=l Parliament passed legisla=on on this.  

• However, this has not happened, and the absence of a law on this subject has rendered 
the 2018 judgment the last conclusive set of direc;ons on euthanasia. 

• The guidelines pertained to ques;ons such as who would execute the living will, and the 
process by which approval could be granted by the medical board.  

• According to the SC ruling, an adult human being having mental capacity to take an 
informed decision has right to refuse medical treatment including withdrawal from life-
saving devices. 

What changes a[er the SC’s order this week? 
• The pe;;on was filed by a nonprofit associa=on that submiged that the 2018 guidelines 

on living wills were “unworkable”. Though the detailed judgement is yet to be released, 
the Court dictated a part of their order in open court. 

• As per 2018 guidelines, a living will was required to be signed by an executor (the 
individual seeking euthanasia) in the presence of two aZes;ng witnesses, preferably 
independent, and to be further countersigned by a Judicial Magistrate of First Class 
(JMFC). 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/will-consider-modifications-in-living-will-guidelines-supreme-court-8402692/


• Also, the trea;ng physician was required to cons;tute a board comprising three expert 
medical prac;;oners from specific but varied fields of medicine, with at least 20 years of 
experience, who would decide whether to carry out the living will or not. If the medical 
board granted permission, the will had to be forwarded to the District Collector for his 
approval. 

• The Collector was to then form another medical board of three expert doctors, including 
the Chief District Medical Officer. Only if this second board agreed with the hospital 
board’s findings would the decision be forwarded to the JMFC, who would then visit the 
pa;ent and examine whether to accord approval. 

• This cumbersome process will now become easier. 
• Instead of the hospital and Collector forming the two medical boards, both boards will 

now be formed by the hospital.  
• The requirement of 20 years of experience for the doctors has been relaxed to five 

years.  
• The requirement for the Magistrate’s approval has been replaced by an in=ma=on to 

the Magistrate.  
• The medical board must communicate its decision within 48 hours; the earlier guidelines 

specified no ;me limit. 
• The 2018 guidelines required two witnesses and a signature by the Magistrate; now a 

notary or gazeged officer can sign the living will in the presence of two witnesses 
instead of the Magistrate’s countersign.  

• In case the medical boards set up by the hospital refuses permission, it will now be open 
to the kin to approach the High Court which will form a fresh medical team. 

Source: Hindu 



4. World Economic situa=on and prospects 2023 report 
 Topic: Reports and Indices 

In News: United Na;ons Department of Economic and Social Affairs launched the “World 
Economic Situa;on and Prospects” report or simply the World Economy Report. 
More on the Topic:  

• Highlights of the Report: 
• The increasing infla;on will affect the private-sector investments. Global Infla;on  will 

remain at 6.5% in 2023. 
• Banks will be raising the interest rates and  the overall economic growth of countries will 

be at stake due to this. 
• As we enter 2024, countries will face recession. Poverty levels are predicted to be  

increasing in the coming years. People will be facing unemployment. Those who are 
already in the job will encounter job insecurity. 

• More than 350 million people are expected to face food insecurity I the coming years. 
• Employment of women in the formal sector also will be challenging. 
• In achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, countries are facing challenges and 

there are chances that countries will miss these targets. 
Recommenda=ons: 

• Reallocate and repriori=se public expenditures which should target public investments 
in educa=on, health, digital infrastructure etc. 

• Social protec=on systems has to be strengthened.              
Source: Hindu 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 



5. ‘Trade-plus-one’ (T+1) Strategy 
Topic: Economy 

In News: Ajer China, India will become the second country in the world to start the ‘trade-plus-
one’ (T+1) seZlement cycle in top listed securi;es. 
More on the Topic: 

• The ini;a;ve will be bringing opera;onal efficiency, faster fund remiZances, share 
delivery, and ease for stock market par;cipants. 

• The T+1 seglement cycle means that trade-related seglements must be done within a 
day, or 24 hours, of the comple;on of a transac;on. 

•  For example, under T+1, if a customer bought shares on Wednesday, they would be 
credited to the customer’s demat account on Thursday. This is different from T+2, where 
they will be seZled on Friday.  

• As many as 256 large-cap and top mid-cap stocks, including Nijy and Sensex stocks, will 
come under the T+1 seZlement from Friday. 

• Un;l 2001, stock markets had a weekly seZlement system. The markets then moved to a 
rolling seZlement system of T+3, and then to T+2 in 2003. 

•  T+1 is being implemented despite opposi;on from foreign investors. The United States, 
United Kingdom and Eurozone markets are yet to move to the T+1 system. 

What are the benefits of T+1? 
• This will also help investors in reducing the overall capital requirements with the margins 

getting released on T+1 day, and in getting the funds in the bank account within 24 hours 

https://indianexpress.com/article/business/market/t1-settlement-from-january-2023-8286201/
https://indianexpress.com/article/business/market/t1-settlement-from-january-2023-8286201/


of the sale of shares. The shift will boost operational efficiency as the rolling of funds and 
stocks will be faster. 

• Reduces capital blocked to cover risk of trades etc. 
Source: Business Standard 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Tech Neck Syndrome 
Topic: Health 

In News: New tech tools have given rise to a new physical condi;on  called Tech neck syndrome. 
More on the Topic: 

• “Text neck syndrome” (or, “tech neck”) occurs when neck muscles strain to hold head up 
as one look down at  phone or digital device. 

• Muscles can become ;red and sore the longer one hold  head in this posi;on.   
• Depending on the angle, head can weigh 27 to 60 pounds, so neck muscles will get a real 

workout if the angle one’s face down for mul;ple hours daily to look at phone or 
computer. If one feel tension or soreness in neck, one may have text neck syndrome. 

• It can even cause spinal problems over ;me, such as pinched nerves and spinal 
deteriora;on.    

• In precise terms It refers to onset of cervical spinal degenera=on that results from 
repeated stress of frequent forward head flexion while we look down at mobile devices 
and text for longer periods of ;me. 

• Symptoms - Neck pain, headaches, Back pain. 
Source: Business Standard 

https://www.webmd.com/pain-management/news/20141124/text-neck
https://www.webmd.com/pain-management/guide/compressed-nerves



