
1. Internal Migra.on of India 
Topic:  Social Jus.ce 

In News: Jharkhand is conduc.ng Migrant Survey (JMS). The survey is being inspired from the 
Jharkhand’s biggest challenge during the Covid crisis: the journey back home of about 8.5 lakh 
of the state’s migrant workers. 
More on the Topic 

• The ini.a.ve is part of the state’s Safe and Responsible Migra.on Ini.a.ve (SRMI), 
which was launched in 2021-end and includes the prepara.on of a database of migrant 
workers. 

• Through JMS we would like to bring out the first ever state-level es.mates of migra.on 
and condi.ons, and factors influencing migra.on.  

• The evidence is expected to be used to draD a state-level policy framework on 
migra.on and welfare of migrant workers in Jharkhand in the upcoming fiscal year 
2023-24. 

• Jharkhand is not the only state to conduct migrant labour surveys. Kerala has been a 
pioneer in this field, with several such surveys, followed by states like Tamil Nadu and 
Punjab. 

Internal Migra.on PaMerns of India: 



• Migra.on paPerns in India are increasingly reflec.ng the economic divide in the 
country, with more migrants over the last decade heading to the southern states, which 
have grown at a faster clip during this period. 

• According to Census data southern states, especially Tamil Nadu and Kerala, have 
shown the highest increase in migrant popula.on.  

• With 45.36 crore migrants in India, every third ci.zen of the country is a migrant. Of 
these, 69 per cent are women, majority of whom have cited marriage or having 
migrated with their husbands as the reason for their transloca.on. 

• Migrants cons.tute 37.8 per cent of India’s 121.03 crore popula.on.  
• Over the last decade, the total number of migrants in India rose by 44.35 per cent from 

31.45 crore in 2001. During the same period, India’s popula.on grew 17.64 per cent. 
• While globally, migra.on is aMempt by people to survive and prosper, in India, 

marriage appears to be the biggest reason why people migrate. 
• Of the total 45.36 crore migrants, 22.39 crore or 69 per cent people referred to marriage 

being the reason for their migra.on. 
Women Migrants: 

• The Census data shows that Indian women are also migra.ng for work and educa.on. 
The number of Indian women who are economic migrants  moving for the sake of work, 
business or educa.on has grown by 129 per cent: from 0.51 crore in 2001 to 1.17 crore 
in 2011.  

• During the same period, the number of male economic migrants grew by 51 per cent —
from 3.09 crore to 4.7 crore. 

Why More Migrants Choose Southern States: 
• The socio-economic development of the southern states is considerably higher and that 

aPracts people.  
• Another factor is that because of bePer educa.on levels and awareness, local residents 

of these areas get drawn towards bePer economic opportuni.es.  
• This vacuum that gets created gets filled up by people from outside. These developed 

areas face a crisis of manpower, especially for low-skilled jobs, which leads to migra.on. 
Source: Indian Express      
_____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                      



2. The Indus Waters Treaty 
Topic: Interna.onal Rela.ons 

In News: India has issued a no.ce to Pakistan seeking modifica.on of the more than six-decade-
old Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) that governs the sharing of waters of six rivers in the Indus system 
between the two countries. 
More on the Topic: 

• The no.ce follows Pakistan’s con.nued “intransigence” in implemen.ng the treaty, by 
raising repeated objec.ons to the construc.on of hydel projects on the Indian side. 

• Pakistan is crea.ng disputes over the Kishenganga and Ratle hydropower projects, both 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 

• Pakistan’s move to push the World Bank for a Court of Arbitra.on ran counter to the 
pre-exis.ng channel of dispute resolu.on through a “neutral expert” appointed by the 
World Bank. 

• The no.ce has invoked Ar.cle XII (3) of the treaty which says: The provisions of this 
Treaty may from .me to .me be modified by a duly ra.fied treaty concluded for that 
purpose between the two Governments. 

• India was ini.a.ng the process to make changes to the 1960 treaty. 
What is India’s no.ce about, and what are its implica.ons here onward? 

• Ar.cle XII (3) of the Treaty that India has invoked is not a dispute redressal mechanism. 
It is in effect, a provision to amend the Treaty. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-notice-pakistan-modification-of-indus-waters-treaty-8407267/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/indus-water-treaty-at-60-why-there-is-a-need-to-give-it-a-fresh-look-6601741/


• However, an amendment or modifica.on can happen only through a “duly ra.fied 
Treaty concluded for that purpose between the two governments”. Pakistan is under 
no obliga.on to agree to India’s proposal. 

• As of now, it is not clear what happens if Pakistan does not respond to India’s no.ce 
within the 90-day period. 

• The next provision in the Treaty, Ar.cle XII (4), provides for the termina.on of the 
Treaty through a similar process — “a duly ra.fied Treaty concluded for that purpose 
between the two governments”. 

• India has not spelled out exactly what it wants modified in the Treaty. But over the last 
few years, especially since the Uri aMack, there has been a growing demand in India to 
use the Indus Waters Treaty as a strategic tool, considering that India has a natural 
advantage being the upper riparian state. 

• India has not fully u.lized its rights over the waters of the three east-flowing rivers — 
Ravi, Beas and Sutlej over which India has full control under the Treaty.  

• It has also not adequately u.lized the limited rights over the three west flowing rivers — 
Indus, Chenab and Jhelum which are meant for Pakistan. 

• Following the Uri aPack, India had established a high-level task force to exploit the full 
poten.al of the Indus Waters Treaty.  

• Accordingly, India has been working to start several big and small hydroelectric projects 
that had either been stalled or were in the planning stages. 

About Indus Water Treaty: 
• The Indus Waters Treaty is a water-distribu.on treaty between India and Pakistan, 

brokered by the World Bank signed in Karachi in 1960. 
• According to this agreement, control over the water flowing in three “eastern” rivers of 

India — the Beas, the Ravi and the Sutlej was given to India 
• The control over the water flowing in three “western” rivers of India — the Indus, the 

Chenab and the Jhelum was given to Pakistan. 
• The treaty is based o the following principle, 
• Equitable water-sharing which was a necessity due to par..oning the Indus rivers 

system following the  inevitable Par..on of India in 1947. 
Significance of the treaty: 

• The treaty is considered one of the Most successful bilateral treaty. It is interna.onally 
regarded as an example of successful conflict resolu.on between two otherwise hos.le 
countries. 

• The treaty has overcome three wars which has put the bilateral rela.onships in to new 
lows. 

• The treaty is considered as an example of peaceful coexistence even at the .me of 
most problema.c situa.ons. 

Source: PIB 
______________________________________________________________________________ 



3. Japan’s decision to flush Fukushima wastewater into the Ocean 
Topic: Science and Technology 

In News: Japan is expected to start flushing 1.25 million tonnes of wastewater from the 
embaPled Fukushima nuclear power plant into the Pacific Ocean this year, as part of a $76-
billion project to decommission the facility. 
More on the Topic: 
• In March 2011, aDer a magnitude 9 earthquake, a tsunami flooded the Fukushima 

Daiichi nuclear power plant in Okuma and damaged its diesel generators.  
• The loss of power suspended coolant supply to reactors at the facility; the tsunami also 

disabled backup systems. 
• Soon, radioac.ve materials leaked from reactor pressure vessels, exploded in the facility’s 

upper levels, and exposed themselves to the ambient air, water, soil, and local 

https://www.science.org/content/article/why-cleaning-fukushima-s-damaged-reactors-will-take-another-30-years?adobe_mc=MCMID%3D24428019784737269812035670733704872430%7CMCORGID%3D242B6472541199F70A4C98A6%2540AdobeOrg%7CTS%3D1674020971
https://www.science.org/content/article/why-cleaning-fukushima-s-damaged-reactors-will-take-another-30-years?adobe_mc=MCMID%3D24428019784737269812035670733704872430%7CMCORGID%3D242B6472541199F70A4C98A6%2540AdobeOrg%7CTS%3D1674020971


popula.on. Winds also carried radioac.ve material thrown up into the air into the Pacific. 
Since then, the power plant and its surrounding land have been uninhabitable. 

• The water that the Japanese government wants to flush from the plant was used to 
cool the reactors, plus rainwater and groundwater.  

• It contains radioac.ve isotopes from the damaged reactors and is thus itself radioac.ve. 
Japan has said that it will release this water into the Pacific Ocean over the next 30 years. 

Can’t the water be treated? 
• The Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO), which operates the Fukushima facility, has 

has treated the water to remove most radioac.ve isotopes;  
• The government claims the water will be “far above safety standards”.  
• Officials have defended the plan saying TEPCO is running out of room for the water-tanks 

and that nuclear plants around the world regularly release water containing trace 
amounts of radionuclides into large waterbodies. 

Concerns: 
• Experts expect the affected water to poison the fish; It’s  a precau.on to avoid ea.ng fish 

caught in the vicinity of the discharge point.  South Korea banned seafood imported from 
around Fukushima, to Japan’s displeasure, from 2013. 

• Another problem is that TEPCO hasn’t removed tri.um from the water because this is 
very difficult to do. Tri.um is easily absorbed by the bodies of living creatures and rapidly 
distributed via blood. 

• There are other radio ac.ve elements which may TEPCO’s treatment procedure couldn’t 
en.rely remove. This include isotopes of ruthenium and plutonium, which could persist 
for longer in the bodies of marine creatures and on the seafloor. 

Source: Hindu 

https://www.meti.go.jp/english/earthquake/nuclear/decommissioning/pdf/202104_bp_breifing.pdf#page=29
https://apnews.com/article/573aa55b26c14bcca33310ff3635f792
https://www.science.org/content/article/why-cleaning-fukushima-s-damaged-reactors-will-take-another-30-years


4. Kelp Forest 
 Topic: Environment and Ecology 

In News: Kelp forests, the underwater ecosystems formed in shallow water by the dense growth 
of several different species known as kelps are declining because of climate change. 
More on the Topic:  

• Ecklonia radiata, the dominant and most widely distributed Laminarian kelp in the 
southern hemisphere, rapidly succumb to warmer temperatures in spring and summer 
when temperatures exceed 27 degrees Celsius.  

• Kelp forests provide underwater habitats to hundreds of species of invertebrates, 
fishes, and other algae and have great ecological and economic value. Loss of kelp 
forests will also lead to a decline of the unique biodiversity that they support. 

• Kelp forests occur worldwide throughout temperate and polar coastal oceans. 
• In 2007, kelp forests were also discovered in tropical waters near Ecuador. 
• In context, algal kelp forest combined with coral reefs account for less than 1% of global 

primary produc.vity. 



• Physically formed by brown macroalgae, kelp forests provide a unique habitat for 
marine organisms and are a source for understanding many ecological processes. 

• While it is unlikely that in situ protec.on could halt declines of rear edge kelp 
popula.ons under scenarios of warming, their unique gene.c diversity could be 
protected and studied ex situ in culture banks for use in restora.on, hybridisa.on or 
assisted adapta.on strategies 

Source: Indian Express 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Monument Mitra Scheme 
Topic: Government Schemes 

In News: The government will hand over around 1,000 monuments under the control of the 
Archaeological Survey of India to the private sector for their upkeep under the Monument Mitra 
Scheme. 
More on the Topic: 

• The government has set the target to hand over 500 sites under the revamped 
Monument Mitra Scheme by the end of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav on15 August 2023. 

• The scheme comes under the Ministry of Culture in respect of the monuments under 
the Archaeological Survey of India. 



• The scheme aims to ensure quality & inclusive provision of ameni.es and facili.es across 
heritage, natural, & tourist sites through the ac.ve par.cipa.on of private and public 
sector organisa.ons and individuals. 

• Corporate en..es will take over these monuments as part of their Corporate Social 
Responsibility. 

• These organiza.ons would be known as “Monument Mitras” for their collabora.on 
ini.a.ve. 

Source: Business Standard 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. BharOS Opera.ng System 
Topic: Science and Technology 

In News: BharOS, a Linux kernel based opera.ng system for Android phones from an IIT 
incubated startup is currently considered as India’s own Android and iOS rival. 
More on the Topic: 

• It is an indigenous, or homegrown, mobile opera.ng system (OS), like Android or iOS.  
• These systems help smartphone users interact with their device and access its features, 

while ensuring safety.BharOS, in par.cular, is meant to be a contribu.on towards the 
idea of a self-reliant India or ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ by crea.ng a secure OS environment 
for India-based users. 

• The OS can be installed on commercial off-the-shelf handsets. 
• BharOS comes with the No Default Apps (NDA) sekng, meaning that users do not have 

to keep or use pre-installed apps in this mobile opera.ng system. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-sci-tech/bharos-why-seeing-the-indian-operating-system-on-a-smartphone-wont-be-easy-8404494/


• BharOS will use a system known as Private App Store Services (PASS), which will 
examine and curate the apps that are safe for the users. This means that users should be 
able to use other apps, as long as they meet BharOS’ PASS standards. 

Source: Business Standard 

7. Veer Narayan Singh 
Topic: Personali.es in News 

In News: The Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh Stadium in Raipur is all set to host its first ever 
interna.onal match when India take on New Zealand in the second ODI. 
More on the Topic: 

• Veer Narayan Singh was a landlord from Sonakhan, Chhassgarh.  
• He spearheaded the 1857 war of Indian independence in Chhassgarh.  
• He was hanged at Jaistambh Chowk of Raipur, Chhassgarh.  
• He is also known and considered as "The 1st Chhassgarhi freedom fighter".  

Source: Business Standard

https://www.news18.com/india/

