
1.  An& Microbial Resistance 
Topic:  Health 

In News: UNEP report has pointed out that it is impera3ve to see AMR through mul3-
dimensional lens. 
More on the Topic 

• Highlights of the Report: 
• The report has called for a mul&sectoral ‘One Health’ response in line with the efforts of 

the Quadripar&te Alliance, including UNEP, the Food and Agriculture Organiza3on, the 
World Health Organisa3on (WHO) and the World Organisa3on for Animal Health. 

• The report briefly described the environmental dimensions of AMR and presented 
management op3ons for these specific dimensions, as well as the next steps to combat 
AMR in the environment at the na3onal and global levels. 

• AMR is inked to the triple planetary crisis of climate change, biodiversity and nature 
loss, as well as pollu&on and waste.  

• These are exacerbated by human ac&vity and unsustainable consump&on and 
produc&on paGerns.  

• Higher temperatures have been linked to an increase in AMR infec&ons and extreme 
weather paOerns can contribute to the emergence and spread of AMR. 

• Biological and chemical pollu&on sources containing an3microbials contribute to the 
development of resistance in the environment. 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/pollution/antimicrobial-resistance-india-needs-waste-management-process-control-to-prevent-antibiotic-pollution-86021


• Because of nature’s complex interconnec3ons, an&microbial-resistant microorganisms 
can spread and be transmiGed to humans, animals, plants, and wildlife within the 
same environment. 

• Human exposure to AMR from the environment can result from consuming food and/or 
water contaminated by resistant microorganisms. This calls for a concerted ‘One 
Health’ response to AMR. 

Sectors that drive AMR: 
• The report highlighted three economic sector value chains that significantly impact the 

development and spread of AMR in the environment.  
• These include pharmaceu3cals and other chemicals manufacturing industries, 

agriculture and food produc3on sector and healthcare facili3es and pharmacies. 
Way Ahead: 

• Some of the management op3ons for the pharmaceu&cal sector to address effluent and 
waste from the pharmaceu3cal manufacturing sector include: 

• Developing and enforcing standards to reduce an3microbial discharges/emissions.  
• SeXng discharge targets for an3microbial manufacturing waste and wastewater. 
• Monitoring an3microbial residues, resistant microorganisms, an3microbial resistance 

genes and mobile gene3c elements in the environment near pharmaceu3cal 
manufacturing plants and incorpora3ng waste management into standard opera3ng 
procedures.  

Animal Health Measures: 
• It is important to improve animal health through biosafety, biosecurity, vaccina&on and 

good animal husbandry programmes to reduce an3microbial use in food animals. 
• Targeted waste pre-treatment from farm to slaughterhouse to remove AMR 

microorganisms and reduce an3microbials before discharge. 
• Disease preven&on in aquaculture and animal husbandry. 

Health Care Interven&ons: 
• For healthcare facili3es, it is crucial to educate and train hospital personnel on hygiene, 

sanita&on and safe medicine disposal prac&ces. 
• Implemen3ng high-quality hygiene and infec&on preven&on in healthcare opera&ons, 

including safe and sustainable disposal and treatment of an3microbial medicines and 
hazardous waste, is cri3cal.  

• AMR-targeted, on-site treatment of hospital wastewater with vigorous treatment is 
also necessary to limit its spread into the environment. 

AMR Sta&s&cs:  
• AMR has been listed by the WHO among the top 10 global threats to health. In 2019, 

1.27 million deaths were directly aOributed to drug-resistant infec3ons worldwide, with 
bacterial AMR associated with 4.95 million deaths. 

• By 2050, AMR is likely to cause 10 million addi&onal deaths annually. This is on par 
with the number of cancer deaths worldwide in 2020.  



• The economic cost of AMR is an3cipated to be at around $3.4 trillion annually by 2030, 
pushing 24 million more people into extreme poverty. 

What is AMR: 
• An3microbial Resistance is the resistance acquired by any microorganism (bacteria, 

viruses, fungi, parasite, etc.) against an&microbial drugs that are used to treat 
infec&ons. 

• It occurs when a microorganism changes over &me and no longer responds to 
medicines making infec3ons harder to treat and increasing the risk of disease spread, 
severe illness and death. 

Source: Indian Express      
_____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                      

2.Equalisa&on Levy 
Topic: Economy 
 

In News: The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) released the no3fica3on of Centralised 
Processing of Equalisa3on Levy Statement Scheme, 2023. 
More on the Topic: 

• Provisions are part of Centralised Processing of Equalisa3on Levy Statement Scheme, 
2023 for processing of statements furnished under Finance Act, 2016. 

• Presently, procedure for processing of EL statements is lacking which had created some 
uncertainty, especially regarding refund claims made. 

About Equalisa&on Levy: 
• Equaliza3on Levy 1.0 –Commonly known as Google Tax, EL 1.0 was introduced in 2016 as 

a withholding tax. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/antimicrobial-resistance-6


• It covered only services and is introduced via part of Finance Act and not by way of 
amendment to the Income Tax Act 1961. 

• It charged an equalisa3on levy at the rate of 6% of the amount of considera&on for any 
specified service received or receivable by a -resident from a person resident in India 
or a non-resident having a permanent establishment in India. 

• Equaliza3on Levy 2.0 - Commonly known as the Amazon Tax, EL 2.0 was introduced in 
2020 which is directly levied on the Non-resident. 

• EL 2.0 covered e-commerce supply or services and was made by way of amendment to 
Finance Act 2016. 

• It charged an equalisa3on levy at the rate of 2% of the amount of considera&on 
received or receivable by an e-commerce operator (non-resident) from e-commerce 
services  to a person resident in India or a non-resident or a person who buys goods and 
services using internet protocol address located in India. 

• EL 2.0 is applicable to e-commerce operators (ECO) having sales, turnover, or gross 
receipts of Rs20 million in a financial year. 

Related News -OECD/G20 Inclusive Framework tax deal: 
• India has joined the G20–OECD inclusive framework deal that seeks to reform 

interna3onal tax rules and ensure that mul3na3onal enterprises pay their fair share 
wherever they operate.  

• 130 countries and jurisdic3ons, represen3ng more than 90% of global GDP, have signed 
the deal.  

Two pillars of framework:  
• Pillar:1 - Dealing with transna&onal and digital companies. This pillar ensures that large 

mul3na3onal enterprises, including digital companies, pay tax where they operate and 
earn profits.  

• Pillar: 2 - Dealing with low-tax jurisdic&ons to address cross-border profit shicing and 
treaty shopping. This pillar seeks to put a floor under compe33on among countries 
through a global minimum corporate tax rate, currently proposed at 15%.  

Source: Hindu 

https://www.g20.org/
https://www.oecd.org/india/


2.  Climate Inequality Report 2023  

In News:  Climate Inequality Report 2023 was released by  World Inequality Lab recently. 
More on the Topic: 
• The report found that carbon inequali&es within countries now appear to be greater 

than carbon inequali&es between countries.  
• The consump3on and investment paOerns of a rela3vely small group of the popula3on 

directly or indirectly contribute dispropor3onately to greenhouse gases.  
• While cross-country emission inequali3es remain sizeable, overall inequality in global 

emissions is now mostly explained by within-country inequali3es by some indicators. 
Suggested Way Ahead: 
• Although overseas climate aid – a key focus of the recent Cop27 climate nego3a3ons – 

would be needed to help developing countries reduce their emissions, it would not be 
enough and developing countries also needed to reform their domes&c tax systems to 
redistribute more from the wealthy. 

• Windfall taxes on excess profits could help to fund low-carbon investment, as well as 
progressive taxa&on in countries, including developing countries, which ojen under-tax 
rich ci3zens and companies. 

https://inequalitylab.world/en/projects/
https://inequalitylab.world/en/projects/


• Large emerging economies – such as China now bore an increasing responsibility for the 
stock of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere should produce clear plans on reaching net 
zero emissions. 

• Combina&ons of progressive taxa&on, including on highly pollu&ng ac&vi&es, and the 
redeployment of subsidies for fossil fuels can help strengthen the welfare state and 
provide social protec3on to help bridge some of these gaps. 

Source: Hindu 

4.Mo&on of Thanks 
 Topic: Polity and Governance 

In News: Mo3on of Thanks was passed by both the houses recently. 
More on the Topic:  

• Ar&cle 87 provides for the special address by the President. 
• The ar3cle provides that at the commencement of the first session ajer each general 

elec3on to the House of the People and at the commencement of the first session of 
each year, the President shall address both Houses of Parliament assembled together 
and inform Parliament of the causes of its summons. 

• Such an Address is called 'special address', and it is also an annual feature. 
• This Address has to be to both Houses of Parliament assembled together. 
• Following this, a ‘mo&on of thanks’ is moved in two Houses thanking President for his/

her address, which is then put to vote. 
• MPs can express their disagreement by moving amendments to the mo3on. 
• Defeat of ‘Mo&on of thanks’ is seen as a ‘defeat of the government. 

Source: PIB 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/parliament-part-i


5.Dickinsonia Fossil 
Topic: Environment and Ecology 

In News: Two years ago, the discovery of a rare 550-million-year-old fossil of Dickinsonia, a primi3ve 
marine animal, was reported from the Bhimbetka rock shelters near Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. However, 
the ‘fossil’, which received widespread aOen3on turned out to be impression of a decayed beehive. 
More on the Topic: 

• Dickinsonia is an ex3nct genus of basal animal that lived during the late Ediacaran 
period in what is now Australia, China, Russia and Ukraine. 

• Dickinsonia is considered to be Earth’s oldest animal, da3ng back 570 million years ago. 
• Basal animals are animals which have radial symmetry in their body plans. They have 

very simple bodies and tend to be diploblas&c (derived from only two embryonic cell 
layers). 

• Their soc, squishy bodies resembled tubes, fronds or even thin, quilted pillows, they 
bore scant similarity to the anatomy of animals today. 

• Its affini3es are presently unknown, its mode of growth is consistent with a stem-group 
bilaterian affinity, though some have suggested that it belongs to the fungi or even an 
“ex&nct kingdom”. 

• The discovery of cholesterol molecules in fossils of Dickinsonia lends support to the idea 
that Dickinsonia was an animal. 

Source: PIB 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basal_animal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ediacaran


6.  Grishneshwar temple 
Topic: Art and Culture 

In News: Hillary Clinton has visited Grishneshwar temple in Aurangabad. 
More on the Topic: 

• Grishneshwar Jyo3rlinga Temple, some3mes referred to as the Ghrneshwar or 
Ghushmeshwar Temple, is one of the shrines dedicated to Lord Shiva that is referenced 
in the Shiva Purana. 

• The word Ghrneshwara means "lord of compassion”. 
• The temple is an important pilgrimage site in the Shaiva tradi3on of Hinduism, which 

considers it as the tweljh Jyo3rlinga (linga of light). 
• This pilgrimage site is located in Ellora (also called Verul), less than a kilometer from 

Ellora Caves – a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  
• Maharashtra has four Jyo&rlingas, Bhimashankar, Trimbakeshwar, Aundha Nagnath 

Temple and Grishneshwar. 
• Current structure was built by Queen Ahilyabai Holkar of Indore in 18th century AD. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Shiva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shiva_Purana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shaivism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hinduism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jyotirlinga
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ellora_Caves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO_World_Heritage_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maharashtra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jyotirlinga
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhimashankar_Temple
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trimbakeshwar_Shiva_Temple
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aundha_Nagnath_Temple
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aundha_Nagnath_Temple


• Temple is constructed  using red stones in an interlocking paGern and is composed of a 
five-3er spire or shikara. 

Source: Indian Express 

7.  Prakash Singh vs Union Judgement (2006) 
Topic: Polity and Governance 

In News:  Appointments of DGPs are now made on the basis of the Supreme Court judgment on 
police reforms in Prakash Singh vs Union of India 17 years ago. This is in news related to 
Nagaland expressing concerns over DGP appointment. 
More on the Topic: 

• According to the SC’s guidelines on the appointment of police chiefs, the DGP is to be 
selected by the state government from among the three senior most officers who have 
been empanelled for promo3on to that rank by the UPSC “on the basis of their length of 
service, very good record and range of experience for heading the police force”. 

• The DGP should have a fixed tenure of two years in the post, irrespec3ve of the date of 
re3rement. A DGP can be removed only in excep3onal circumstances. 

Source: Indian Express


