
1. Delimita*on Commission 
Topic:  Polity and Governance 

In News: The Supreme Court Monday dismissed a plea challenging the Centre’s decision to 
cons8tute a Delimita8on Commission for the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir under 
provisions of the Delimita8on Act, 2002. 
More on the Topic 

• Delimita8on is the act of redrawing boundaries of Lok Sabha and state Assembly seats to 
represent changes in popula8on.  

• The main objec8ve of delimita8on is to provide equal representa8on to equal segments 
of a popula8on. For instance, in 1971, Assam’s popula8on was 1.46 crore. In 2001, it 
increased to 2.66 crores.  

• Further, the popula8on does not grow uniformly across all areas of a state.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/jk-delimitation-commission-final-notification-assembly-seats-jammu-kashmir-7902846/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/jk-delimitation-commission-final-notification-assembly-seats-jammu-kashmir-7902846/


• Hence, delimita8on of cons8tuencies is periodically carried out to reflect not only an 
increase in popula8on but changes in its distribu8on. 

Who carries out delimita*on? 
• Unified Payments Interface is an instant real-*me payment system developed by 

Na*onal Payments Corpora*on of India.  
• The interface facilitates inter-bank peer-to-peer and person-to-merchant transac*ons.  
• It is used on mobile devices to instantly transfer funds between two bank accounts 

Who carries out delimita*on? 
• Under Ar8cle 82, Parliament enacts a Delimita*on Act aGer every Census establishing 

a DC. 
• Delimita8on is carried out by an independent Delimita*on Commission, appointed by 

the Government of India under provisions of the Delimita8on Commission Act.  
• Under Ar8cle 170, States get divided into territorial cons8tuencies 
• The Delimita8on Commission is appointed by the President of India and works in 

collabora*on with the Elec*on Commission of India.  
• It is composed of the following: a re8red Supreme Court judge, the Chief Elec8on 

Commissioner of India and respec8ve State Elec8on Commissioners. 
• The Delimita8on Commission is to work without any execu8ve influence. The 

Cons8tu8on mandates that the Commission’s orders are final and cannot be 
ques*oned before any court as it would hold up an elec*on indefinitely. 

• DC have been cons*tuted in 1952, 1963, 1973 and 2002. 
Source: Indian Express 

_____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                      



2. DraG Geo-heritage Sites and Geo-relics Bill Risks  
Topic: Polity and Governance 

In News: Ministry of Mines have sought comments on Geo-heritage Sites and Geo-relics 
(Preserva8on and Maintenance) Bill. 
More on the Topic: 

• The Bill is aimed at providing for the declara8on, preserva8on, protec8on and 
maintenance of geo-heritage sites and geo-relics of na8onal importance, for geological 
studies, educa8on, research and awareness purposes. 

Highlights from the Bill: 
• The dra^ bill defines Geoheritage sites as “sites containing geo-relics and phenomena, 

stra8graphic type sec8ons, geological structures and geomorphic landforms including 
caves, natural rock-sculptures of na8onal and interna8onal interest; and includes such 
por8on of land adjoining the site,” that may be required for their conserva8on or to 
access to such sites. 

• A Geo-relic is defined as “any relic or material of a geological significance or interest like 
sediments, rocks, minerals, meteorite or fossils”. The GSI will have the power to acquire 
geo-relics “for its preserva8on and maintenance”. 

• The bill authorises the Central Government to declare a geoheritage site to be of 
na8onal importance.  

https://bit.ly/3xk6BLN


• This would be under the provisions of the Right to Fair Compensa*on and Transparency 
in Land Acquisi*on, Rehabilita*on and Rese]lement Act, 2013 (RFCTLARR Act).  

• Through a public no8fica8on in the Official Gazeee, the government would spell out 
what areas were to be acquired by it, and objec8ons to this can be raised within two 
months. 

• Provision is made for compensa*on to the owner or occupier of land who incurs loss or 
damage from the land due to the exercise of any power under this Act.  

• The Bill imposes a prohibi*on on construc*on, reconstruc*on, repair or renova*on of 
any building within the geoheritage site area or u8lisa8on of such area in any other 
manner, except for construc8on for preserva8on and maintenance of geoheritage site or 
any public work essen8al to the public. 

• Penal*es for destruc*on, removal, defacement or contraven*on of any direc8on issued 
by the Director General, GSI in the geo-heritage site are men8oned.  

• There is a penalty of imprisonment which may extend to six months or fine which may 
extend to Rs.5 lakh, or both. In the case of a con8nuing contraven8on, addi8onal fine of 
upto Rs.50,000 for every day of con8nuing contraven8on may be imposed. 

Concerns About the Bill: 
• There are concerns over the distribu8on of power as men8oned in the Bill. 
• The issue of land acquisi8on for the purpose of safeguarding these sites could also lead 

to issues with local communi8es. 
Source: Hindu 



3. Retail Infla*on 
Topic: Economy 

In News: India’s Retail infla8on  has shot up to 3-month high of 6.5% in Jan as food prices 
increased. 
More on the Topic: 
• High cereal and protein prices pushed India’s retail infla8on beyond RBI’s tolerance zone 

once again in January , with the headline Consumer Price Index (CPI) print coming in at 
6.5%, significantly higher than the 6% value projected. 

Steps being taken to control Infla*on: 
• The RBI is expected to keep infla8on within a band of 2-6 per cent. It has been raising 

lending rates to control infla*on. 
• Recently, the Monetary Policy Commieee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank of India hiked the 

Key Policy Rate-the Repo rate or the rate at which the RBI lends funds to banks, by 25 
basis points to 6.50 per cent in a bid to rein in retail infla8on. 

About Retail Infla*on: 
• The CPI monitors retail prices at a certain level for a par*cular commodity; price 

movement of goods and services at rural, urban and all-India levels.  
• The change in the price index over a period of 8me is referred to as CPI-based infla8on, 

or retail infla8on. 
• Generally, CPI is used as a macroeconomic indicator of infla8on, as a tool by the central 

bank and government for infla8on targe8ng and for inspec*ng price stability, and as 
deflator in the na*onal accounts. 



• CPI also helps understand the real value of salaries, wages, and pensions, the 
purchasing power of the na*on’s currency, and regula*ng rates.  

• CPI, one of the most important sta*s*cs to ascertain economic health, is generally 
based on the weighted average of the prices of commodi8es. It basically gives an idea of 
the cost of the standard of living. 

• Simply put, CPI specifically iden*fies periods of defla*on or infla*on for consumers in 
their day-to-day living expenses. If there is infla8on (when goods and services cost more) 
the CPI will rise over a period of 8me. 

•  If the CPI drops, that means there is defla8on, or a steady reduc8on in the prices of 
goods and services. 

How is CPI calculated (CPI formula)? 
• To calculate CPI, mul8ply 100 to the frac8on of the cost price of the current period and 

the base period. 
• CPI formula: (Price of basket in current period / Price of basket in base period) x 100 

Source: Hindu 

4. Marburg disease 
 Topic: Health 

In News: The World Health Organiza8on (WHO) confirmed the first-ever outbreak of Marburg 
disease in Equatorial Guinea. 
More on the Topic:  

• Marburg virus disease is a highly virulent disease that causes haemorrhagic fever, with 
a fatality ra*o of up to 88%. It is in the same family as the virus that causes Ebola virus 
disease. 



• Like Ebola, the Marburg virus originates in bats and spreads between people via close 
contact with the bodily fluids of infected people, or surfaces, like contaminated bed 
sheets.  

• Illness caused by Marburg virus begins abruptly, with high fever, severe headache and 
severe malaise. Many pa8ents develop severe haemorrhagic symptoms within seven 
days. 

• There are no authorized vaccines or drugs to treat Marburg, but rehydra8on treatment 
to alleviate symptoms can improve the chances of survival.  

• The rare virus was first iden8fied in 1967 a^er it caused simultaneous outbreaks of 
disease in laboratories in Marburg, Germany and Belgrade, Serbia. 

Source: Hindu 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Office of profit 
Topic: Polity and Governance 

In News: Office of Profit is in news related with the current Chief Minister of Jharkhand. 
More on the Topic: 

• Under Ar*cle 102 (1) and Ar*cle 191 (1) of the Indian Cons*tu*on, an MP or an MLA 
(or an MLC) is barred from holding any office of profit under the central or state 
government, but Indian Cons8tu8on or any law does not clearly define what cons8tutes 
an office of profit, the defini8on has evolved over the years with various court 
judgments. 

https://www.livemint.com/news/world/this-fatal-disease-cannot-be-treated-check-marburg-virus-causes-symptoms-and-more-11658891740044.html


• The ra8onality behind the disqualifica8on under the office of profit law is that if 
legislators hold an ‘office of profit’ under the government, they might influence the 
government, and may not discharge their cons*tu*onal duty. 

• Disqualifica8on under “office of profit” ensures that there should be no conflict between 
the du8es and interests of an elected member. 

• Disqualifica8on based on the office of profit upholds the principle of separa*on of 
power between the legislature and the execu*ve; an essen8al feature of the Indian 
Cons8tu8on. 

Source: Business Standard 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

6.Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) 
Topic: Economy 

In News: The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) on Monday said that its personnel have 
arrested eight persons for smuggling gold through the Bangladesh border. 
More on the Topic: 

• The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) launched an opera8on codenamed 
‘Opera*on Eastern Gateway’, which involved developing the intelligence over a 
substan8al period of 8me to bust the smuggling modus operandi.  

• A syndicate based in Bangladesh, Tripura, Assam and West Bengal was smuggling huge 
quan88es of Gold from Bangladesh to India through Indo- Bangladesh border in the 
state of Tripura. 

About DRI: 



• The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), under the Central Board of Indirect Taxes 
and Customs (CBIC), Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance is the apex agency of 
the Indian Customs in the field of an8-smuggling in India. 

•  DRI enforces the provisions of the Customs Act, 1962 and over fiGy other allied Acts 
including the Arms Act, NDPS Act, COFEPOSA, Wildlife Act, An*qui*es Act etc.  

• DRI undertakes collec8on, colla8on, analysis and dissemina8on of intelligence rela8ng to 
smuggling, carries out inves8ga8ons, adjudica8on of cases and prosecu8on of the 
arrested persons.  

Source: Business Standard 

7. Mammatus Clouds 
Topic: Geography 

In News: NASA has released picture of Mammatus clouds of US. 
More on the Topic: 

• Mammatus clouds are some of the most unusual and dis8nc8ve clouds forma8ons with 
a series of bulges or pouches emerging from the base of a cloud.  

• The shape of mammatus forma8ons can vary widely; from the classic protruding shape, 
to a more elongated tube hanging from the cloud above. 

• They are usually formed in associa8on with large cumulonimbus clouds. 
• Typically, turbulence within the cumulonimbus cloud will cause Mammatus to form, 

especially on the underside of the projec8ng anvil as it rapidly descends to lower levels. 
• Mammatus clouds generally form in the most unstable cumulonimbus, meaning that 

there is also a chance of hail, heavy rain and lightning in the vicinity, and if the air is 
cold enough during winter they can produce snow. 

Source: NASA


