
1. Governor’s Appointment 
Topic:  Polity and Governance 

In News: President Droupadi Murmu has appointed 13 Governors of Twelve states and the 
Union Territory of Ladakh. 
More on the Topic 

• Ar>cle 153 of the Cons@tu@on says “There shall be a Governor for each State.” A few 
years aBer the commencement of the Cons@tu@on, an amendment in 1956 laid down 
that “nothing in this ar@cle shall prevent the appointment of the same person as 
Governor for two or more States”. 

• Ar>cle 155 says that the “Governor of a State shall be appointed by the President by 
warrant under his hand and seal”.  

• Under Ar>cle 156, “the Governor shall hold office during the pleasure of the President”, 
but his normal term of office will be five years. 

• If the President withdraws her pleasure before the comple@on of five years, the 
Governor has to step down.  

• Since the President acts on the aid and advice of the Prime Minister and the Union 
Council of Ministers, in effect, the Governor is appointed and removed by the central 
government. 



• Ar>cles 157 and 158 lay down the qualifica>ons of the Governor and the condi@ons of 
his office.  

• The Governor must be a ci>zen of India and should have completed the age of 35 
years.  

• The Governor should not be a member of Parliament or a state legislature, and must not 
hold any other office of profit. 

The rela>onship between the Governor and the state government:  
• The posi@on of the Governor is envisaged as an apoli>cal head who must act on the 

advice of the Council of Ministers of the state.  
• However, the Governor enjoys certain powers under the Cons>tu>on such as giving or 

withholding assent to a Bill passed by the state legislature; determining the @me 
needed for a party to prove its majority in the state Assembly; or, in cases such as a hung 
verdict in an elec@on, which party must be called first to prove its majority —which 
make his posi@on very significant.  

Concerns Associated With Governors: 
• Over the decades, Governors have been seen as ac>ng on the behest of the central 

government in power at the >me, and have been accused by state governments, 
especially those in opposi@on, as ac@ng as “agents of the Centre”. 

• The cons@tu@on does not provide any provisions for the manner in which the Governor 
and the state must engage publicly when there is a difference of opinion. 

• This has many @mes led to biVer and acrimonious exchanges between state 
governments and Governors. 

• There is no provision for impeaching the Governor, and in the event of a par@cularly 
biVer and prolonged tussle between the state and central governments the centre 
affects state governance. 

Way Forward: 
• The Rajamannar CommiVee emphasised that the governor of the state should not 

consider himself as an agent of the centre but play his role as the cons@tu@onal head of 
the State. 

• The Sarkaria Commission (1988) recommended that Ar@cle 356 should be used in very 
rare cases when it becomes unavoidable to restore the breakdown of cons@tu@onal 
machinery in the State. 

• "Jus>ce V.Chelliah Commission" (2002) recommended that Ar>cle 356 must be used 
sparingly and only as a remedy of the last resort aBer exhaus@ng all ac@ons under 
Ar>cles 256, 257 and 355. 

• The "Punchhi commission" recommended that these Ar>cles 355 & 356 be amended. It 
sought to protect the interests of the States by trying to curb their misuse by the Centre. 

• The Administra>ve Reforms Commission (1968) recommended that the report of the 
governor regarding the president's rule has to be objec@ve and also the governor should 
exercise his own judgement in this regard. 



• The Supreme Court in the Nabam Rebia judgement (2016) ruled that the exercise of 
Governor’s discre>on Ar>cle 163 is limited and his choice of ac@on should not be 
arbitrary or fanciful. It must be a choice dictated by reason, actuated by good faith and 
tempered by cau@on. 

Source: Indian Express      
_____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                      

2. Produc>on Linked Incen>ves Scheme 
  Topic: Government Schemes 
 

In News: The Department of Telecommunica@ons (DoT) has begun paying out produc@on-linked 
incen@ves to shortlisted manufacturers who have completed their 2021-2022 targets. 



More on the Topic: 
• The telecom gear providers are shortlisted under the ‘Produc@on Linked Incen@ve’ (PLI) 

scheme that promotes domes@c manufacturing. 
• It is a scheme that aims to give companies incen>ves on incremental sales from 

products manufactured in domes>c units.  
• The scheme invites foreign companies to set up units in India, however, it also aims to 

encourage local companies to set up or expand exis>ng manufacturing units and also 
to generate more employment and cut down the country’s reliance on imports from 
other countries. 

• It was no@fied on April 1 as a part of the Na>onal Policy on Electronics. 
• It proposes a financial incen@ve to boost domes@c manufacturing and aVract large 

investments in the electronics value chain. 
• The scheme shall extend an incen@ve of 4% to 6% on incremental sales (over base year) 

of goods manufactured in India and covered under target segments, to eligible 
companies, for a period of five (5) years with financial year (FY) 2019-20 considered as 
the base year for calcula>on of incen>ves. 

• The Scheme will be implemented through a Nodal Agency which shall act as a Project 
Management Agency (PMA) and be responsible for providing secretarial, managerial 
and implementa@on support and carrying out other responsibili@es as assigned by MeitY 
from @me to @me. 

• PLI scheme is implemented by concerned Ministries/ Departments and will be within 
overall financial limits prescribed. 

Present Status of the Scheme: 
• Union Budget 2021-22 announced an outlay of INR 1.97 lakh crores for PLI schemes for 

14 sectors to create a robust domes@c value chain. 
• 14 sectors include automobile and auto components, electronics and IT system, 

telecom, pharmaceu@cals, solar modules, metals and mining, tex@les and apparel, white 
goods, drones, advanced chemistry cell baVeries, renewable energy, medical devices, 
speciality steel, and food products. 

Source: Down to Earth 



3. Delhi Mumbai Expressway 
Topic: Economy 

In News: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the 246-km Delhi-Dausa-Lalsot sec@on 
of the Delhi-Mumbai Expressway recently. 
More on the Topic: 



• ABer comple@on, the Delhi-Mumbai Expressway is expected to reduce the travel @me 
from India’s na@onal capital to the country’s financial capital in half, from the current 24 
hours to 12 hours. 

• The Delhi-Mumbai Expressway is the country's longest and has a total length of 1,355 km.  
• It will reduce the travel distance between Delhi and Mumbai by 12 percent from 1,424 

km to 1,242 km. 
• It expressway passes through the Union territory of Delhi and states like Haryana, 

Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Maharashtra while providing connec@vity to 
major ci@es like Kota, Indore, Jaipur, Bhopal, Vadodara, and Surat. 

• Along the route, the expressway will serve 93 PM Ga> Shak> Economic Nodes, 13 ports, 
eight major airports, and eight mul>-modal logis>cs parks (MMLPs) along with new 
upcoming greenfield airports such as Jewar Airport, Navi Mumbai Airport, and JNPT 
port. 

• Besides the “cataly@c impact” in the developmental trajectory of all adjoining regions, as 
the government puts it, the Centre has es@mated that it will collect Rs 1,000-1,500 crore 
in toll revenue every month once the expressway is fully opera@onal. 

• It is part of Bharatmalapariyojana. 
About Bharatmala Pariyojana: 
• Bharatmala Pariyojana is a new umbrella program for the highways sector that focuses 

on op@mizing efficiency of freight and passenger movement across the country by 
bridging cri@cal infrastructure gaps through effec@ve interven@ons like development of 
Economic Corridors, Inter Corridors and Feeder Routes, Na@onal Corridor Efficiency 
Improvement, Border and Interna@onal connec@vity roads, Coastal and Port connec@vity 
roads and Green-field expressways. 

Source: Hindu 



4. Bhashini Mission 
 Topic: Government Schemes 

In News: The government has introduced the Bhashini plamorm with the goal to make Ar@ficial 
Intelligence (AI) and Natural Language Processing (NLP) resources available to MSMEs, Startups and 
Individual Innovators in the public domain. 
More on the Topic:  

• With Bhashini, the government intends to empower ci@zens by linking them to the 
country’s digital ini>a>ves in their na>ve language, resul>ng in digital inclusion.  

• It is also expected to accelerate the digital ecosystem of the country as it is 
interoperable. 

• Addi@onally, to encourage people to use the internet in their na@ve tongue, this 
ini>a>ve also seeks to significantly enhance the amount of content in Indian languages 
in the areas of public interest, including governance and policy, as well as science & 
technology. 

• “The mission will create and nurture an ecosystem involving Central/State government 
agencies and start-ups, working together to develop and deploy innova@ve products and 
services in Indian languages.” 



• The ministry also stated that mul>lingualism gives a significant poten>al for businesses 
to build crea>ve solu>ons and products that can serve every ci>zen, regardless of the 
language they speak. 

Source: PIB 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Forever Chemicals 
Topic: Environment and Ecology 

In News: Study finds alarming levels of ‘forever chemicals’ in Norwegian Arc@c ice, may affect 
wildlife. 
More on the Topic: 

• The Norwegian Arc@c ice consists of 26 types of PFAS compounds which once the ice 
melts can be passed to ecosystems like Arc@c rords and tundra.  

• The PFAs refer to a class of around 12,000 chemicals which are oBen found in consumer 
products which resist water, heat or stains and are also called “forever chemicals” since 
they do not naturally break down over @me.  

• Addi@onally, these chemicals are linked to a number of diseases including cancer, liver 
disease, etc.  

• Therefore, these contaminants, once passed on, can affect the en@re food web from 
small organisms like plankton or fish to apex predators in the region like polar bears.  



• PFAS uses: In cosme@cs (hair condi@oner, founda@on cream, sunscreen etc.), electronics 
(smartphones), tex@les (waterproof outdoor clothing and equipment, carpets, 
maVresses) etc. 

Source: Business Standard 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Agasthyarkoodam  
Topic: Environment and Ecology 

In News:Research sheds light on the Agasthiyar Observatory which was one of the few magne@c 
observatories in the world during the 19th century.  
More on the Topic: 

• Agasthyarkoodam situated in the Western Ghats housed an observatory once. 
• It was established by Scotsh meteorologist John Allan Broun. 
• Allan Broun used the observatory to record magne>c and meteorological observa>ons 

in tandem with the Thiruvananthapuram astronomical observatory. 
• Broun’s astronomical research in India with Thiruvananthapuram observatory. As 

terrestrial magne@sm research requires simultaneous measurements from two different 
loca@ons, he established his second observatory at Agasthyar mountain at a height of 
6,200 B above sea level. 

• The observatory started recording observa@ons in July 1855. However, it was closed in 
1881 by the then Madras Governor Sir William Denison. 

• It is part of UNESCO’s World Network of Biosphere Reserves since 2001. 
Source: Business Standard 



7.  Sukanya Samriddhi Account Scheme 
Topic: Government Schemes 

In News: A special awareness drive was ini@ated from February 1 to 8 by India Post with an aim 
to open 7.5 Lakh Sukanya Samriddhi Accounts to commemorate Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. 
More on the Topic: 

• Sukanya Samriddhi Account is a Government of India backed saving scheme targeted at 
the parents of girl children.  

• The scheme encourages parents to build a fund for the future educa@on of their female 
child. 

• It is small deposit scheme for girl child launched under “Be> Bachao, Be> Padhao” 
Scheme 

• The scheme offers higher interest rate than PPF. 
• But it is only for girls below age of 10 years with longer lock in period. 
• Minimum deposit of Rs.250 and maximum of Rs. 1,50,000 can be deposited in a financial 

year. 
• Tax benefit is available under sec@on 80C of Income-tax Act. 

Source: Business Standard


