
1. Custodial Death

Topic:  Social Justice

In News: Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) Shared information on Custodial Deaths in last five

years (2018-2022).

More on the Topic

● Highlights from the Shared Details:
● In the last five years, the highest number of custodial deaths have been reported in

Gujarat at 80.
● This is followed by Maharashtra (76), Uttar Pradesh (41), Tamil Nadu (40) and Bihar (38).
● Among the nine Union Territories, the highest incidents of custodial deaths were

reported from Delhi at 29 in the last five years. This is followed by Jammu and Kashmir at
four.

● States like Sikkim and Goa reported no incident from 2017 to 2020, but recorded one
incident of custodial death each in 2021-2022.

About Custodial Death:
● Custodial death refers to the death of an accused during pre-trial or after conviction.

The death is caused by the direct or indirect act of police during their custody.
● It includes death occurring not only in jail but also on medical or private premises, or in

police or another vehicle.
● Custodial violence is recognized as one of the most brutal forms of human rights abuse.

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/gandhinagar/188-custodial-death-cases-in-2-yrs-7825375/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/gandhinagar/188-custodial-death-cases-in-2-yrs-7825375/
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/delhi/
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/jammu/
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/goa/


● The Constitution of India guarantees the right to life and liberty to individuals(Article 21)
and prohibits any sort of custodial torture to take out confessions from the accused.

● Article 20 (Right to protection against conviction of offenses)
● Article 22 (Right to protection against arrest and detention in certain circumstance).
● The Constitution of India calls for the safety of convicts and accused in the police and

judicial lock-ups, but the authorities such as the police undermine such constitutional
structures and carry out custodial violence and torture. 

Statutory Provisions to Safeguard Custodial Deaths:
● Section 49 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 is also a safeguard against custodial

excesses. It states that an arrested person shall not be subjected to more restraint than
is necessary to prevent his escape.

● Section 55A of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 makes it mandatory for the person
under whose custody, the accused is detained to care of the health and safety.

● Section 300 of Indian Penal Code states that if a public servant exceeds the his
right of using force and causes death of any person he is liable for an
offence of culpable homicide not amounting to murder.

● Section 330 of Indian Penal Code states that if any public servant causes injury to any
person to extort confession he will be liable for punishment with imprisonment upto
seven years.

● Section 376 of Indian Penal Code have been amended to specifically address rape in
custody by insertion of Section 376(2) in the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 1983.

Way Ahead:
● There is a need for stringent legal action which will be solely dedicated to punishing the

personnel who misused their power and whose brutal force led to a loss of life.
● For ensuring the reduction of instances of custodial death, the guidelines laid down in

the landmark cases of D.K. Basu v. State of Bengal and Prakash Singh v. Union of India
need to be strictly implemented. 

● The Law Commission of India’s proposition in 2003 to change the Evidence Act to place
the onus of proof on the police for not having tortured suspects needs to be
considered.

● The draft bill on the Prevention of Torture, 2017, which has not seen the day, needs to
be revived.

● India should ratify the UN Convention Against Torture.
Source: Indian Express
_____________________________________________________________________________________

https://legislative.gov.in/constitution-of-india


1. Sea Level Rise

Topic: Environment and Ecology

In News: According to World Meteorological Organization (WMO).Report on Sea Level Rise,

Mumbai is among the cities that would be most affected.

More on the Topic:

● It was mentioned in the report titled ‘Global Sea Level Rise (SLR) And Implications Key
facts and Figures  Report.



● Highlights of the report include,
● Sea levels rose by 4.5 millimeters a year on average between 2013 and 2022, over three

times higher than the rate at which they rose between 1901 and 1971. It potentially
endangering coastal populations and ecosystems. 

● The average yearly rise in sea levels was 1.3 mm a year between 1901 and 1971, which
increased to 1.9 mm a year between 1971 and 2006, and 3.7 mm a year between 2006
and 2018. 

● Rising sea levels cause the erosion of coastal ecosystems, worsening the intensity of
storm surges and flooding. It can also lead to the contamination of soil and groundwater
with salt, further impacting food security. 

● A reading of the report shows that the rise of 4.5 mm is the highest so far.
● The effects of sea level rise are not uniform, and India, along with the Netherlands,

Bangladesh, and China, is among the worst impacted because of its large coastal
population. 

About Sea Level Rise?
● SLR is an increase in the level of the world’s oceans.
● Sea level rise is caused primarily by two factors related to global warming: the added

water from melting ice sheets and glaciers, and the expansion of seawater as it warms.
● Global mean sea level (GMSL) rose by 0.2m between 1901 and 2018.
● Sea level is primarily measured using tide stations and satellite laser altimeters.

Consequences of Sea Level Rise:
● Globally, eight of the world's 10 largest cities are near a coast, which is threatened by

coastal flooding.
● Higher sea levels are coinciding with more dangerous hurricanes and typhoons leading

to loss of life and property.
● Sea level rise will lead to migration and refugee crisis.
● Rising sea level will contaminate land and ground water.
● SLR will destruct valuable coastal biodiversity.

What are some ways of protecting against sea level rise?
● Indonesia’s government launched a coastal development project called a Giant Sea Wall

or “Giant Garuda” (Garuda is the name of a bird from Hindu mythology and is
Indonesia’s national symbol) in 2014 meant to protect the city from floods.

● Researchers have suggested a mammoth Northern European Enclosure Dam (NEED),
enclosing all of the North Sea.

● The idea involved construction of two dams of a combined length of 637 km to protect
Northern Europe against “unstoppable” SLR.

● They also identified other regions such as the Persian Gulf, the Mediterranean Sea, the
Baltic Sea, the Irish Sea, and the Red Sea that could benefit from similar mega
enclosures.

Source: PIB
______________________________________________________________________________

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/hurricane-hanna


1. Deputy Speaker of the Loksabha
Topic: Polity and

Governance

In News: Supreme Court has sought response from Centre on a Public Interest Litigation (PIL)

that contends that not electing a Deputy Speaker to the 17th (present) Lok Sabha, since 2019, is

“against the letter and spirit of the Constitution".

More on the Topic:

Constitutional Provisions related with Deputy Speaker:
● It will be managed by the United Nation Multi-Partner Trust Fund Office (UN MPTFO),

New York.
● Article 93 of the Constitution of India establishes the post of the Deputy Speaker of Lok

Sabha and Articles 94-96 detail their appointment, removal, and powers.
● In the absence of the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker serves as the Speaker and wields the

full powers of the Speaker.
● Deputy Speaker is not subordinate to the Speaker and is directly responsible to the

House.
● Article 178 of the Constitution establishes the post of Deputy Speaker of assemblies and

Articles 179-181 deal with their powers and appointment or resignation.
● Constitutional experts point out that both Articles 93 and 178 use the word “shall”,

indicating that the election of Speaker and Deputy Speaker is mandatory under the
Constitution.

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/public-interest-litigation
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/deputy-speaker-election


● Article 95(1) says: “While the office of Speaker is vacant, the duties of the office shall be
performed by the Deputy Speaker”.

● The Deputy Speaker has the same powers as the Speaker when presiding over a sitting
of the House. All references to the Speaker in the Rules are deemed to be references to
the Deputy Speaker when he presides.

Position of the Union government on the current vacancy in the post of Deputy Speaker:
● The Treasury benches have maintained there is no “immediate requirement” for a

Deputy Speaker as “bills are being passed and discussions are being held” as normal in
the House.

● A Minister argued that “there is a panel of nine members — senior, experienced and
selected from different parties — who can act as chairpersons to assist the Speaker to run
the House”

Can the Judiciary Intervene in the Matter?
● Courts usually don’t intervene in the procedural conduct of Parliament. However, Experts

argue that the courts do have jurisdiction to at least inquire into why there has been no
election to the post of Deputy Speaker since the Constitution does envisage an election
“as soon as may be”.

● Article 122 says, “The validity of any proceedings in Parliament shall not be called in
question on the ground of any alleged irregularity of procedure.”

Source: Hindu

4. Krishi Udan Scheme
Topic: Government Schemes

In News: The government will soon add 21 more airports under the Krishi Udan scheme.

More on the Topic:

●  Krishi UDAN Scheme was launched by Ministry of Civil Aviation in August 2020, on
international and national routes to assist farmers in transporting agricultural products
so that it improves their value realisation. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/parliament-part-i


● The scheme aims to ensure seamless, cost-effective, time-bound air transportation and
associated logistics for all Agri-produce originating especially from Northeast, hilly and
tribal regions of the country. 

● Krishi Udan Scheme 2.0 was launched in October 2021 to promote transportation of
perishable agricultural produce from the north-eastern, hilly and tribal regions.

● The Airports Authority of India provides waiver of landing charges, parking charges,
terminal navigation landing charges and route navigation facility charges to cargo
aircraft.

Source: Indian Express
_____________________________________________________________________________

5. e-MMS and SAMAR Portal
Topic: e-Governance

In News: At Aero India 2023, Ministry of Defence has launched the Indian Air Force e-MMS and

SAMAR (System for Advance Manufacturing Assessment & Rating) portal.

More on the Topic:

● E-MMS is one of the largest and technologically complex digital Enterprise Asset
Management solutions implemented in the world.

● It is software that helps an organization track the status of maintenance tasks, and
schedule equipment repairs.

● SAMAR is a portal of DRDO’s Aeronautical Research and Development Board (AR&DB)
and is an outcome of DRDO and Quality Council of India (QCI).

● It is the benchmark to measure the competency of defence manufacturing enterprises.
Source: PIB
_______________________________________________________________________________



6. Monkey Pox

Topic: Health

In News: World Health Organization (WHO) has informed that Global mpox cases crosses

85,000.

More on the Topic:

● Monkeypox is a zoonotic viral disease with symptoms similar to smallpox, but is less
contagious. It was first diagnosed in humans in 1970 in the Democratic Republic of
Congo in Africa. It currently has a case fatality ratio of 3-6 per cent. 

● It spreads from one individual to the other by close contact with lesions, body fluids,
respiratory droplets of infected individuals as well as contaminated materials such as
bedding.

● Vaccines used to eradicate smallpox provides protection against mpox, since the
disease is caused by a virus similar to and from the same family as the smallpox virus. 

● New vaccines against the disease have also been developed and approved.
● An antiviral agent developed for the treatment of smallpox has also been licensed for

the treatment of monkeypox.
Source: Business Standard
_____________________________________________________________________________



7. Vinyl Chloride

Topic: Science and Technology

In News: A train carrying toxic chemicals including Vinyl Chloride has crashed in Ohio, US.

More on the Topic:

● Vinyl chloride is a manmade chemical used to make plastic products.
● Manufacturers convert vinyl chloride to polyvinyl chloride, also called PVC or just vinyl, a

hard plastic resin used to make things like pipes, packaging materials, and wire coatings.
● Vinyl Chloride is a CARCINOGEN in humans. There may be no safe level of exposure to a

carcinogen.
● Vinyl chloride is a highly flammable colorless gas with a mild, sweet odor, which

means people who breathe in the gas won't be aware of its toxicity.



● Short-term exposure to vinyl chloride can cause dizziness, drowsiness, loss of
coordination, nausea, and a burning sensation in the arms and legs, per the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

● Long-term exposure to higher concentrations of the gas can be deadly, as the fume can
impair the central nervous system and cause depressed breathing,

Source: Business Standard

https://wwwn.cdc.gov/TSP/MMG/MMGDetails.aspx?mmgid=278&toxid=51
https://wwwn.cdc.gov/TSP/MMG/MMGDetails.aspx?mmgid=278&toxid=51

