
1. Issue of e Waste in India 
Topic:  Environment and Ecology 

In News: The health of the children who earn a living by dismantling, extrac8ng and recycling e-
waste gets affected. 
More on the Topic 

• e-waste releases toxic elements such as Lead, Mercury, Cadmium, Chromium, 
Polybrominated biphenyls and Polybrominated diphenyl. 

• Children suffer from serious skin diseases and chronic lung infec8ons due to con8nuous 
exposure to chemical-laden toxins found in the metals. 

•  E-waste (electronic waste) is used to describe old, end-of-life or discarded electric and 
electronic appliances. 

• This e-waste is comprised of 21 types of electrical and electronic equipment (EEE) 
no8fied Under the E-Waste (Management) Rules, 2016. 

Sta@s@cs: 
• According to the Global E-waste Monitor 2020, the world dumped 53.6 million metric 

tons of e-waste in 2019.  
• India produced 3.2 million metric tons of e-waste, much of which is dumped for 

dismantling and recycling in Seelampur with no regula8ons. 
• India has tried to tackle this unregulated industry and introduced a series of laws in 2011 

and 2016 manda8ng the authorisa8on and registra8on of all e-waste recycling facili8es, 
along with direc8ves for workers to use protec8ve equipment while dismantling the 
waste. But these laws are not stringently implemented. 



• Only 22.7% of the e-waste generated in 2019-20 in India was collected, dismantled, and 
recycled or disposed off. 

• India is one of the fastest-growing waste streams in the world. 
• 95% of e-waste in India is recycled by the informal sector. 

 E-waste (management) rules 2022: 
• Use of hazardous substances (such as lead, mercury, and cadmium) should be restricted 

in manufacturing electrical and electronic equipment that have an adverse impact on 
human health and the environment. 

• More range of electronic goods covered e.g., laptops, mobile, cameras etc. 
• Producers of electronic goods have to ensure at least 60% of their electronic waste is 

collected and recycled by 2023 with targets to increase them to 70% and 80% in 2024 
and 2025, respec8vely. 

• Companies will report this data on an online portal. 
• Through Extended Producer Responsibility Cer@ficates (similar to carbon credit 

mechanism) e-waste responsibility could be handed over to a third party. 
• ‘Environmental compensa@on’ to be provided by the companies that don’t meet their 

target. 
• They will earmark industrial space for e-waste dismantling and recycling facili8es, 

undertaking industrial skill development and establishing measures for protec8ng the 
health and safety of workers engaged in the dismantling and recycling facili8es for e-
waste. Thos willl be ensured by the state governments. 

• Central Pollu@on Control Board shall conduct random sampling of electrical and 
electronic equipment placed on the market to monitor and verify the compliance of 
reduc8on of hazardous substances provisions. 

Source: Indian Express      
_____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                      



2. Aadi Mahotsav 
Topic: Government Schemes 

In News: PM has inaugurated Aadi Mahotsav at Major Dhyan Chand Na8onal Stadium in Delhi. 
More on the Topic: 

• Aadi Mahotsav is an a`empt to showcase tribal culture on the na8onal stage and it 
celebrates the spirit of tribal culture, craas, cuisine, commerce and tradi8onal art.  

• It is an annual ini8a8ve of the Tribal Coopera@ve Marke@ng Development Federa@on 
Limited (TRIFED) under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs. 

• The Prime Minister paid floral tributes to Bhagwan Birsa Munda and took a walk-through 
of the stalls at the exhibi8on. 

• On the occasion, there were numerous dance performances that oozed with energy and 
vibrancy.  

• The performance included Bagurumba of Assam, Panthi Dance of Chha`sgarh, Gusadi 
of Telangana, Baiga Pardhauni of Madhya Pradesh, Tamang Selo of Sikkim, Siddhi 
Dhamal of Gujarat, Purulia Chhau of West Bengal, and Harul dance of Ucarakhand 
(Harul nritya). 

About Birsa Munda: 
• Birsa Munda, who belonged to the Munda tribe, was born on November 15 in 1875.  
• During Bri8sh rule in the late 19th century, he spearheaded an Indian tribal religious 

Millenarian movement across the tribal belt of modern-day Bihar and Jharkhand. 
• Munda revolt was led by Birsa Munda in the south of Ranchi in 1899-1900. 



• The movement targeted, 
• The land policies of the Bri@sh were destroying their tradi8onal land system. 
• Hindu landlords and moneylenders were taking over their land. 
• Missionaries were cri8cising their tradi8onal culture. 
• The revolt was also called as  'Ulgulan' or the 'Great Tumult’. 
• It was aimed at establishing Munda Raj by driving out the Bri@sh. 

Source: Hindu 

3. Leprosy 
Topic: Health 

In News:  India accounts for over half of world's new leprosy pa8ents. 
More on the Topic: 
• Despite India being declared "leprosy-free" in 2005, the country s8ll accounts for over 

half (almost 60 per cent) of the world's new leprosy pa8ents. 



• According to World Health Organiza8on (WHO), 114,451 new leprosy cases were 
detected in the country in 2019-20 which accounted for 80 per cent of the cases of 
southeast Asian countries. 

• Experts suggests for awareness campaigns deal with s@gma and discrimina@on 
associated with the disease and encourage those who are infected to come forward for 
treatment. 

• Leprosy is an age-old disease and is described in the literature of ancient civiliza8ons. It is 
a chronic infec@ous disease which is caused by a type of bacteria called Mycobacterium 
leprae.  

• Leprosy is also known as Hansen’s disease, 
• The disease affects the skin, the peripheral nerves, mucosa of the upper respiratory tract, 

and the eyes. 
• Leprosy can be cured with 6-12 months of mul8-drug therapy. Early treatment avoids 

disability. 
Indian Efforts: 
• India has set the target of Leprosy Mukt Bharat by 2027, 3 years ahead of the SDG. 
• Na@onal Strategic Plan & Roadmap for Leprosy (2023-27) will aid in advancing the 

campaign against leprosy, to stop transmission, by speeding case detec8on efforts and 
maintaining a robust surveillance infrastructure. 

• Nikusth 2.0 is an integrated portal for leprosy case management under Na8onal Leprosy 
Eradica8on Programme (NLEP). 

Source: Hindu 

4. Mehrauli Archaeological Park 
 Topic: Culture 

In News: The Delhi High Court has refrained from entertaining a public interest li8ga8on plea 
seeking bar on the Delhi Development Authority’s demoli8on ac8on in Mehrauli Archaeological 
Park. 

https://www.business-standard.com/topic/health
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/dda-delhi-demolition-mehrauli-ladha-sarai-delhi-8449184/


More on the Topic:  
• First founded as Lalkot in the 11th century by Anangpal II, a ruler of the Rajput Tomar 

dynasty, remains of the earliest version of the city can be found around Sanjay Van and 
the Qutab Golf Course. 

• This was later christened ‘Quilt Rai Pithora’ by Mughal court historian Abu’l Fazl in his 
epic hagiography, ‘Ain-i-Akbari’. 

• This city passed hands from the Tomars to the Chauhans, who are credited to have 
further for8fied the complex. 

• The city fell into the hands of the Mamluk dynasty (Slave dynasty) in 1192.  
• Under ruler Qutubudin Aibak, the first ruler of the Slave dynasty, the next round of 

construc8on began in the area. 
• Notably, he began the building of the Qutub Minar to commemorate his victory (though 

other explana8ons also exist to his mo8va8ons) as well as the Quwwat-al-Islam (Might 
of Islam) mosque, the oldest known mosque in north India (India’s oldest mosque – 
Cheraman Juma – was built by Arab merchants in Kerala). 

• In the next century, a slew of building ac8vi8es took place in the region with tombs, 
baolis (step wells), palaces and other for8fica8ons built in the reigns of Iltutmish, Razia 
Sultan and Alauddin Khilji. 

• Two Mughal summer palaces (Zafar Mahal and Jahaz Mahal) and a summer abode of Sir 
Thomas Metcalfe (Dilkhusha) are situated here. 

• Mehrauli lay on a historic trade route, as the number of sarais (Ladho Sarai, Ber Sarai, 
Neb Sarai) around the area would suggest. 

• A sarai was a resthouse for weary travellers. 
• Mehrauli is also a spiritual centre, home to both Hindu and Muslim shrines. 
• The annual community celebra8on of ‘Phool Walon ki Sair’ or Sair-e-Gulfaroshan (walk 

of the flowers) is a witness to Mehrauli’s cosmopolitanism. 
• This 19th-century Mughal-era fes8val has become the symbol of the city’s communal 

harmony since 1962. 
Source: Indian Express 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 



5.Shumang Leela 

Topic: Art and Culture 

In News: Shumang Leela Fes8val was started at Manipur. 
More on the Topic: 

• Shumang Leela is a tradi8onal form of theatre in Manipur where the roles of women are 
all played by men, called Nupi Shabis. In the case of women’s theatre groups, the roles 
of men are played by women. 

• Shumang Leela translates to “courtyard performance”. It is performed in an open 
courtyard surrounded by spectators on all four sides. 

• Oaen, the female roles are taken up by transgender actors. 
• The tradi8on is believed to be descended from Lai Haraoba, a ritual of the Meitei 

community of Manipur. 
• The plays serve as a medium to spread awareness among people of social, poli8cal and 

economic issues. 
Source: Hindu 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 



6. Micro quakes 
Topic: Geography 

In News: Micro tremors have been helping release tectonic stress and protec8ng India from a 
devasta8ng event. 
More on the Topic: 

• India is located in a seismically ac8ve region but India have a lot of micro earthquakes 
occurring every day. So the store-up energy is being released. 

• Micro Earth Quake (Microquake) is a very low intensity earthquake with a magnitude 
of 2.0 or less. 

• India is divided into four seismic zones based on the poten8al for earthquake ac8vity in 
each region. 

• According to the Ministry of Earth Sciences, 59% of India's land mass is prone to 
earthquakes. Zone V is seismically the most ac8ve region, while Zone II is the least. 
Around 11% of the country' area falls in Zone V, 18% in Zone IV and 30% in Zone III and 
the remaining in Zone II. 

Abut Triple Junc@on 
• A triple junc8on is a point where three tectonic plates meet and interact.  
• These are important areas of geological ac8vity and can be sites of significant seismic 

and volcanic ac8vity. 
• There are two triple junc8ons in Turkey. One of them is where the Arabian Plate, the 

African Plate and the Anatolian Plate meet.  



• The breaking of this junc8on led to the massive earthquake that devastated Turkey and 
Syria, leaving more than 25,000. 

• Since there had been no small earthquakes in this region, a lot of stress accumulated 
there.  

• Turkey saw several powerful earthquakes within 24 hours because the couple zone area 
was quite big and it took 8me to break away," Mishra said. 

• A couple zone is a region where two tectonic plates horizontally slide past each other. 
Source: Business Standard 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7.  Dayananda Saraswa@ 
Topic: Modern India 

In News: A year-long world-wide celebra8ons will be held to mark the 200th birth anniversary 
of social reformer and founder of Arya Samaj, Dayanand Saraswa8. 
More on the Topic: 

• Maharishi Dayanand Saraswa8, born on 12th February, 1824, was a social reformer who 
founded Arya Samaj in 1875 to counter then prevalent social inequi8es.   

• The Samaj’s mo`o was “Krinvan to Vishvam Aryam,” which translates to “Make this 
world honorable. 

• Arya Samaj has played a key role in cultural and social awakening of the country by its 
emphasis on social reforms and educa8on. 

• He has worked against against idolatry, meaningless ritualism, and rules hampering 
women from reading the Vedas. 

• He has established Anglo-Vedic schools to provide Indian students with both the 
knowledge of the Vedas and contemporary English educa8on.  

Source: Business Standard

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/2-month-old-baby-found-among-other-miracle-rescues-as-turkey-syria-earthquake-deaths-pass-28000/article66499682.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/2-month-old-baby-found-among-other-miracle-rescues-as-turkey-syria-earthquake-deaths-pass-28000/article66499682.ece

