
1.  Bank Merger 
Topic:  Economy 

In News: According to RBI research paper Bank mergers in the country have been beneficial to 
the banking sector as they have resulted in the wealth gains for shareholders of the acquiree 
banks and have also improved the efficiency of the bank that has acquired. 
More on the Topic 

• Highlights of the report: 
• During 1997-2022, there were 40 bank amalgamaIons, out of which 12 were between 

private sector banks (PVBs) and public sector banks (PSBs), 16 were amongst PSBs and 
the remaining 12 were between PVBs and foreign banks. 

• In one of the biggest consolidaIons of the sector, ten public sector banks (PSBs) were 
merged into four, effecIve April 1, 2020. 

• Mergers have provided avenues for increasing the scale of opera@ons, geographical 
diversifica@on, and adop@on of more efficient business strategies. 

• The mean technical efficiency of acquirers increased from the pre-merger period to five 
years post-merger. 

• RelaIvely lower managerial and organisa@onal competencies in acquired banks were 
not a hindrance for preserving efficiency of the merged enIty. 

• The benefits to acquirers from mergers on account of increased scale of producIve 
capacity were staIsIcally significant. 

Advantages of Bank Merger: 
• It reduces the cost of operaIon. 
• The merger helps in financial inclusion and broadening the geographical reach of the 

banking operaIon. 



• NPA and risk management are benefited Merger leads to availability of a bigger scale of 
experIse and that helps in minimising the scope of inefficiency which is more in small 
banks. 

• Service condiIons get uniform Merger sees a bigger capital base and higher liquidity and 
that reduces the government's burden of recapitalising the public sector banks Ime and 
again. 

• Redundant posts and designaIons can be abolished which will lead to financial savings 
Disadvantages of the Merger: 

• Many banks have a regional audience to cater to and merger destroys the idea of 
decentralisaIon.  

• Larger banks might be more vulnerable to global economic crises while the smaller ones 
can survive Merger sees the stronger banks coming under pressure because of the 
weaker banks. 

• Merger could only give a temporary relief but not real remedies to problems like bad 
loans and bad governance in public sector banks. 

Source: Indian Express      
_____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                      

2. Disaster Diplomacy 
Topic: Interna@onal Rela@ons 
 

In News: India’s immediate help to Turkey earthquake disaster has been appreciated worldwide. 
More on the Topic: 



• There hasn’t been much friendly feeling between New Delhi and Ankara over the last 
few years. 

• Turkey’s close Ies with Pakistan and Turkey President’s criIcism of Indian policy on 
Kashmir have pushed both countries apart in recent years. 

• However, when the 7.8 magnitude earthquake decimated southern Turkey in the early 
hours of February 6, India’s aid was forthcoming. 

• OperaIon Dost is the coined name for the ongoing search and rescue operaIon iniIated 
by India to aid Syria and Turkey, a]er the 2023 Turkey–Syria earthquake devastated both 
countries on 6 February 2023. 

• The first C-17s laden with emergency supplies and disaster relief personnel landed in 
Adana in Turkey within 24 hours of the devastaIng 6 February earthquakes that have 
claimed close to 50,000 lives in Turkey and Syria.  

• They were quickly followed by six more relief flights, 100 Na@onal Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF) personnel and medics from the Indian armed forces. 

 History of India’s Disaster Diplomacy: 
• New Delhi’s “disaster diplomacy" stretches back to its first post-independence 

decades.  
• In that era, India’s humanitarian intervenIons, especially in the form of UN 

peacekeeping missions in the Congo and Korea, served to cement its image as a helping 
hand in the developing world.  

• India’s aid a]er cyclones in Bangladesh and the devasta@ng violence unleashed in Sri 
Lanka by a civil war served as potent tools of New Delhi’s outreach to its neighbours. 

• India launched relief operaIons for neighbouring countries: Opera@on Castor in 
Maldives, and Opera@on ‘Gambhir’ in Indonesia 

About Disaster Diplomacy: 
• Disaster relief diplomacy, also known as Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief 

(HADR) diplomacy, refers to a country’s efforts to provide aid and support to other 
countries affected by natural disasters or conflicts. 

• This approach to diplomacy involves a country’s deployment of personnel, resources, 
and aid to provide assistance to those in need. 

• It involves the sharing of experIse, resources, and knowledge to provide relief and 
support during Imes of crisis. 

Significance of Disaster Diplomacy: 
• Disaster relief diplomacy can be used to build strong @es between countries and 

promote interna@onal coopera@on. 
• Disaster assistance becomes an instrument of so` power for maintaining and fostering 

friendly rela@ons with other countries. 
• It aides to project India’s role as a global leader and help o portray itself as a provider 

of development assistance. 
Source: Hindu 



3. Nano-diammonium phosphate (nano-DAP) 
Topic: Agriculture 

In News: The agriculture ministry has approved commercial release of nano-diammonium 
phosphate (nano-DAP). 
More on the Topic: 
• Nano-DAP is a next-generaIon ferIlizer produced by IFFCO and Coromandel InternaIonal 

with nanoparIcles of Nitrogen and Phosphorus, the primary macronutrients for plants. 
• More than half of India’s DAP requirements are imported, mainly from West Asia and 

Jordan. 
• Nano-DAP is expected to reduce the subsidy burden, and India’s import dependence of 

DAP. 
About Nano fer@liser : 
• Nano ferIlizers are synthesized or modified form of tradiIonal ferIlizers, ferIlizers bulk 

materials or extracted from different vegetaIve or reproducIve parts of the plant. 
•  They are made by different chemical, physical, mechanical or biological methods with 

the help of nanotechnology. 
Significance of Nano Fer@lisers: 
• It is used to improve soil fer@lity, produc@vity and quality of agricultural produces. 
• Nano ferIlizers cause an increase in the use efficiency of plant nutrients.  
• It also reduces soil toxicity, minimize the potenIal adverse effects of excessive chemical 

ferIlizer use. 
• It reduce fer@lizer applica@on frequency.  
• The most important properIes of these ferIlizers are that they contain one or more of 

macro and micronutrients, they can be applied frequently in small amounts and are 
environmentally friendly. 

• Reduced input cost to agriculture, helping to double the income of farmers. 



• NanoferIlizers increases nutrient-use efficiency and minimizes nutrient leaching into 
ground water.  

Disadvantages: 
• The disavantage is their safety concerns regarding the potenIal health hazard from nano-

size parIcles at higher concentraIons. 
• Price and cost of applicaIon act as a hurdle in their high scale uIlizaIon by the farmers. 

Source: Hindu 

4.  SDG Agrifood Accelerator Programme 
 Topic: Environment and Ecology 

In News: The Food and Agriculture OrganizaIon of the United NaIons (FAO) and 
the SEED partnership has officially launched the SDG Agrifood Accelerator Programme. 
More on the Topic:  

• It is an instrument designed to help agrifood system start-ups develop their businesses 
while contribuIng to the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

• The small- and medium-sized enterprises were selected among the hundreds that 
comprise the porkolio of the adelphi-hosted SEED partnership.  

• They are to be supported by the programme in three areas: financial readiness, 
innova@on poten@al, and market reach.  

About SEED: 
• SEED was founded at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in 

Johannesburg by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the UN Development 
Programme (UNDP) and the InternaIonal Union for ConservaIon of Nature (IUCN). 

https://seed.uno/
https://www.fao.org/sustainable-development-goals/en/
https://www.adelphi.de/en


• It is  a global partnership for acIon on sustainable development and the green economy. 
About FAO: 

• The Food and Agriculture OrganizaIon of the United Na@ons is an internaIonal 
organizaIon that leads internaIonal efforts to defeat hunger and improve nutriIon and 
food security.  

• It was founded on 16 October 1945. The FAO comprises 195 members. 
Source: PIB 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Anubhu@ Inclusive Park 
Topic: Social Jus@ce 

In News: World’s largest and unique Divyang Park -AnubhuI Inclusive Park is inaugurated at 
Nagpur, Maharashtra.  
More on the Topic: 

• The park will have adapted faciliIes for all 21 types of disabiliIes.  
• It will have facili@es like a touch and smell garden, hydrotherapy unit, water therapy, 

and an independent room for mentally challenged children, mother. 
Source: Hindu 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 



6. “Gross Domes@c Climate Risk” 
Topic: Environment and Ecology 

In News: The report, Itled “Gross DomesIc Climate Risk”, was released by the Cross 
Dependency IniIaIve (XDI), a global organisaIon specialising in climate risk analysis for regions, 
banks and companies.  
More on the Topic: 

• The index calculated the ‘physical climate risk’ to built environments such as buildings 
and properIes across 2,600 States and provinces globally in 2050. 

• The index assigned an Aggregated Damage Ra@o (ADR) to each region, which signifies 
the total amount of damage a region’s built environment would sustain in 2050. A high 
ADR signifies more peril. 

• Risk originates from 8 climate change Hazards as follows, Riverine and surface flooding, 
coastal inundaIon (coastal flooding), extreme heat, forest fire, soil movement (drought-
related), extreme wind and freeze thaw. 

• Most damage posed to built infrastructure globally is caused by “riverine and surface 
flooding or flooding combined with coastal inunda@on. 

Highlights from the Report: 
• According to the report, Nine out of 50 regions in the world facing high climate risk to a 

fragile physical infrastructure fall in India. 
• 9 States, including Bihar, UP, Assam, Rajasthan etc. from India are among world’s top 50 

regions. 
• India, China and U.S are home to 80% of most vulnerable ci@es and centres of 

economic acIvity. 
• Jiangsu and Shandong of China topped the ranking. 

Source: BBC 



7.  Soluble adenylyl cyclase (sAC) 
Topic: Science and Technology 

In News: Researchers from US have created an experimental male contracepIve drug candidate 
using acute inhibiIon of sAC. 
More on the Topic: 

• The aim was to work on slowing the mobility or movement of sperms or the male 
gamete, which ferIlises the female gamete or egg during human reproducIon. 

• It temporarily stops sperm in their tracks and prevents pregnancies in preclinical models. 
• This means that a new kind of contracepIve for men, currently available through 

physical barriers (condoms) and surgical opIons (vasectomy), could be developed, 
similar to how a pill exists for women. 

• sAC  is essenIal for sperm moIlity and maturaIon. 
• It is a regulatory cytosolic enzyme present in every cell. 

Source: Hindu


