
1.  Financial Ac+on Task Force  
Topic:  Interna+onal Rela+ons 

In News: FATF has suspended Russia's membership over Ukraine war  
More on the Topic: 

• FATF has commented that it is deeply concerned by the reports of arms trade between 
Russia and United Na>ons sanc>oned jurisdic>ons, and malicious cyber-ac>vi>es 
emana>ng from Russia.  

• Although suspended, Russia remains a FATF member. However, it will be barred from 
aEending mee>ngs and accessing documents. 

About FATF:  
• The Financial Ac>on Task Force (on Money Laundering) (FATF) is an intergovernmental 

organisa>on founded in 1989 on the ini+a+ve of the G7 to develop policies to combat 
money laundering and to maintain certain interest. 

• In 2001, its mandate was expanded to include terrorism financing. 
• FATF is a "policy-making body" that works to generate the necessary poli>cal will to 

bring about na>onal legisla>ve and regulatory reforms in these areas. 

• FATF monitors progress in implemen>ng its Recommenda>ons through "peer 
reviews" ("mutual evalua>ons") of member countries. 

• Members: As of today, it is a 39-member body represen>ng most major financial 
centres in all parts of the globe. 
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• Out of 39 members, there are two regional organisa>ons: the European Commission, 
and the Gulf Coopera>on Council. 

• India joined with ‘observer’ status in 2006 and became a full member of FATF in 2010. 
• India is also a member of its regional partners, the Asia Pacific Group (APG) and the 

Eurasian Group (EAG). 
The FATF Grey List and Black List Mechanism: 

• Since 2000, FATF has maintained the FATF blacklist (formally called the "Call for ac>on") 
and the FATF greylist (formally called the "Other monitored jurisdic>ons”). 

• Grey List: Countries that are ac>vely working with FATF to address strategic deficiencies 
in their regimes to counter money laundering, terrorist financing, and prolifera>on 
financing. 

• Countries in grey list may face Economic sanc>ons (from IMF, World Bank etc); Problem 
in ge^ng loans from IMF, World Bank etc.; Reduc>on in interna>onal trade; 
Interna>onal boycoE etc. 

• Black List: Countries that FATF considers non-coopera>ve in global effort to combat 
money laundering terrorist financing, and financing of prolifera>on. 

Source: Indian Express      
_____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                      

2. Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 
Topic: Economy 

In News: The Na>onal Sample Survey Office (NSSO) released the Periodic Labour Force Survey 
(PLFS) report. 
More on the Topic: 
Key highlights from the Report: 

• The unemployment rate (UR)has fallen further in the 2021-22 PLFS round. UR has 
decreased to 4.1% (Rural-3.2%, Urban-6.3%; Male-4.4%, Female-3.3%) from 4.2% in 
2020-21 
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• UR is the Percentage of persons unemployed among the persons in labour force. 
• Labour Force Par+cipa+on Rate (LFPR) increased to 55.2% (Rural-57.5%, Urban-49.7%; 

Male-77.2%, Female-32.8%) from 54.9% in 2020-21. 
• LFPR, which measures the share of the working-age popula+on working or looking for 

work, has fallen only marginally between 2020-21 and 2021-22 and is s>ll higher than 
the levels seen in pre-pandemic PLFS rounds. 

• Worker Popula+on Ra+o (WPR) increased to 52.9% (Rural-55.6%, Urban-46.6%; 
Male-73.8%, Female-31.7%) from 52.6% in 2020-21.  

• WPR is the Percentage of employed persons in the popula>on. 
• The increase in the employment share of agriculture seen in the 2020-21 round has 

been reversed.  
• The 2021-22 PLFS report suggests that some migrants who came back to their villages 

have gone back to the ci>es again, with agriculture’s share decreasing to 45.5%, just 
below the level seen in 2019-20, but s>ll higher than in 2017-18 and 2018-19. 

• The share of unpaid family workers (a category of self-employment) con+nued to 
increase in 2021-22, reaching 17.5%, which is 4.2 percentage points more than what it 
was in 2018-19.. 

About Periodic Labour Force Survey: 
• Considering the importance of the availability of labour force data at more frequent 

>me intervals, the NSO launched the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) in April 2017. 
• The objec+ve of PLFS is primarily twofold: 
• To es>mate the key employment and unemployment indicators (viz. Worker Popula+on 

Ra+o, Labour Force Par+cipa+on Rate, Unemployment Rate) in the short >me interval 
of three months for the urban areas only in the CWS. 

• To es>mate employment and unemployment indicators in both usual Status and CWS in 
both rural and urban areas annually. 

Source: PIB 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



3. Stem Cell Cure of HIV 
Topic: Science and Technology 

In News: A 53-year-old fromGermany has become the third person in the world to be 
completely cured of HIV following a stem cell transplant. 
More on the Topic: 
• The stem cell transplant used donor cells with a par>cular gene>c muta>on. 
• The transplanted stem cells were chosen for a par>cular muta>on found on the CCR5 

gene.  
• HIV mainly aEacks CD4 immune cells (type of white blood cell) in human body, thereby 

reducing a person’s ability to fight off secondary infec>ons. 
• CCR5 receptors on surface of CD4 immune cells act as a doorway for HIV virus. 
• A homozygous muta>on of the CCR5 gene, the CR5 Delta muta+on, removes the docking 

site in both copies of the gene (maternal and paternal), preven+ng the virus’ entry into 
the cell and leading to widespread HIV resistance. 

About how the Bone Marrow Transplant Reduces Viral Load: 
• The pa>ent received treatment for an acute blood disease and, in the process, was cured 

of infec>on with the human immunodeficiency virus type 1 (HIV-1). 
• HIV can remain in the body even when people are administered an+retroviral therapy 

(ART), which is a treatment and not a cure. 
• But allogeneic hematopoie+c stem cell transplanta+on (HSCT) – the scien>fic term for a 

bone marrow transplant – has been shown to substan>ally reduce the viral reservoir, the 
dormant HIV inside cells that can be reac>vated if ART is stopped.  

• A bone marrow transplant is a procedure that infuses healthy blood-forming stem cells 
into body to replace bone marrow that's not producing enough healthy blood cells. 

• The term "allogeneic" means the transplanted stem cells are gene+cally different; they 
are from a person other than the recipient. 



About AIDS: 
• AIDS is a chronic immune system disease caused by the human immunodeficiency virus 

(HIV). 
• HIV damages the immune system and interferes with the body's ability to fight infec>on 

and disease.  
• HIV can be spread through contact with infected blood, semen, or vaginal fluids.  
• Generally there's no cure for HIV/AIDS, but medica>ons can control the infec>on and 

prevent disease progression. 
About An+ Retro Viral Therapy: 
• It is a combina+on of daily medica+ons that stop the virus from reproducing. 
• The therapy helps in protec+ng CD4 cells thus keeping the immune system strong 

enough to fight off the disease. 
• It, besides reducing the risk of transmission of HIV, also helps in stopping its progression 

to AIDS (a spectrum of condi>ons caused by infec>on due to HIV). 
Source: Hindu 

4. India’s first Municipal Bond Index 
Topic: Economy 
 

In News: The Na>onal Stock Exchange (NSE) has launched India’s first municipal bond index- 
IBMX. 
More on the Topic:  

• The Niny India Municipal Bond Index tracks the performance of municipal bonds issued 
by Indian municipal corpora+ons across maturi>es and having investment grade credit 
ra>ng.  

• The index includes municipal bonds issued as per the Securi+es Exchange Board of India 
Issue and Lis+ng of Municipal Debt Securi+es Regula+ons, 2015.  

https://www.livemint.com/market


• Presently, the index has 28 municipal bonds issued by 10 issuers all having credit ra>ng 
in the AA ra>ng category. 

About Municipal Bonds: 
• A municipal bond is a debt security issued by a state, municipality or county to finance 

its capital expenditures, including the construc>on of highways, bridges or schools. 
• Through municipal bonds, a municipal corpora>on raises money from individuals or 

ins>tu>ons and promises to pay a specified amount of interest and returns the principal 
amount on a specific maturity date. 

Source: Indian Express 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

5.Commonwealth Parliamentary Associa+on (CPA) 
Topic: Interna+onal Affairs 

In News: The annual conference of the 19th Commonwealth Parliamentary Associa>on (CPA) 
India Region Zone III was inaugurated by Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla. 
More on the Topic: 

• The Commonwealth Parliamentary Associa>on, previously known as the Empire 
Parliamentary Associa>on, is an organisa>on which works to support good governance, 
democracy and human rights. 

• It was founded in 1911. 
• The Associa>on is made up of over 180 legislatures (or Branches) divided up between 

nine geographic regions of the Commonwealth.  
• It offers a vast opportunity for Parliamentarians and parliamentary staff to collaborate 

on issues of mutual interest and to share good prac>ce.  



• Commonwealth is an associa+on of 56 member states, majority of which are former 
territories of Bri>sh Empire. 

• Aner Africa Region, India has the largest number of member Branches of CPA. CPA 
India Region is divided into 4 zones. 

Source: Business Standard 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Borthekera Plant of Assam 
Topic: Environment and Ecology 

In News: Garcinia pedunculata, a medicinal plant commonly called 'Borthekera' in the Assamese 
language, tradi>onally forbidden for raw consump>on, has been found to protect from heart 
diseases.  
More on the Topic: 

• Administra>on of the dried pulp of the ripe fruit of the medicinal plant reduced cardiac 
hypertrophy indicators and oxida>ve stress and heart inflamma>on. 

• The sun-dried slices of the ripe fruit are used for culinary and medicinal purposes and 
are known to have therapeu>c proper>es like an+-inflammatory, anthelmin+c, 
an+bacterial, an+fungal, an+diabe+c, hypolipidemic, nephroprotec+ve, and even 
neuroprotec+ve ac+vity.  

• It is a proved source an> oxidants. 
Source: Business Standard 



7.  Interna+onal IP Index 
Topic: Science and Technology 

In News: India has been ranked 42nd out of 55 countries in the US Chamber of Commerce’s 
latest Interna>onal IP Index report. 
More on the Topic: 

• The annual Interna>onal IP Index evaluates the protec>on of IP rights in 55 of the 
world’s leading economies, together represen>ng around 90% of global GDP.  

• The report covers everything from patent and copyright laws to the ability to mone>se 
IP assets and the ra>fica>on of interna>onal agreements. 

• Among India’s key areas of weakness are the 2021 dissolu+on of the IP Appellate 
Board, combined with the longstanding issue of an under-resourced and overstretched 
judiciary, which raises serious concerns about rights holders’ ability to enforce their IP 
rights in India and to resolve IP-related disputes. 

• Limited framework for the protec+on of biopharmaceu+cal IP rights and patentability 
requirements which are outside interna>onal standards are the other weaknesses. 

• India’s Strong Areas: con>nued strong efforts in copyright piracy through the issuing of 
“dynamic” injunc>on orders; the 2019 precedent case law on online trademark 
infringement and damages; and generous R&D and IP-based tax incen+ves. 

Source: Business Standard


