
1. Open Network of Digital Commerce (ONDC) 
Topic:  Economy 

In News: Amazon has announced that it will join the Indian government’s ONDC (Open Network 
for Digital Commerce) plaAorm. 
More on the Topic: 

• The development is considered interesDng as ONDC’s very purpose is to “democraCse” 
e-commerce in India which is largely captured by Amazon and Flipkart.  

• An ONDC strategy paper published last year had flagged the rising dominance of global 
players in India’s e-commerce ecosystem, poinDng out that the large quantum of 
investment required to build compeDtors to the integrated soluDons offered by the big 
players has become an entry barrier for digital marketplaces. 

About Open Network of Digital Commerce:  
• ONDC was launched by Department for PromoCon of Industry and Internal Trade 

(DPIIT) to control digital monopolies. 
• It is an iniDaDve aimed at promoDng open networks for all aspects of exchange of goods 

and services over digital or electronic networks.  
• ONDC is to be based on open-sourced methodology, using open specificaCons and 

open network protocols independent of any specific plaNorm.  
• It is being developed as a counter to the current duopoly in the Indian e-commerce 

market which is largely dictated by Amazon and Walmart-owned Flipkart. 
How does ONDC work? 

• The ONDC plaAorm lies in the middle of the interfaces hosDng the buyers and the 
sellers.  

https://indianexpress.com/about/flipkart/


• When a buyer searches for an item on apps from where ONDC has gone live, the app 
will connect to the ONDC plaNorm,(just like how UPI connect you to different UPI 
plaAorms of customers choice from any website) which will connect it to seller side 
interfaces that will list all the companies from where you can buy the parDcular item. 

Significance of ONDC: 
• It will enable small merchants and Kirana stores in parts of the country to access 

processes and technologies that are typically deployed by large e-commerce plaAorms. 
• It will provide mulCple opCons for small businesses to be discoverable over the 

network and conduct business. 
• It would also encourage easy adopCon of digital means by those currently not on digital 

commerce networks. 
• ONDC is expected to make E-Commerce more inclusive and accessible for consumers. 
• Consumers can potenDally discover any seller, product, or service by using any 

compaDble applicaDon or plaAorm, thus increasing freedom of choice for consumers. 
• It will enable the consumers to match demand with the nearest available supply. This 

would also give consumers the liberty to choose their preferred local businesses. 
Concerns: 

• There is no clarity on issues faced by consumers concerning the quality of products, 
payments, services, etc is also not specified. 

• The lack of digital educaCon among a large secDon of small business owners may 
hamper reaching the Dmes outcomes of the iniDaDve. 

• It will be sCll difficult to compete with big players such as Amazon and Flipkart. 
Source: Indian Express      
_____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                      



2. Global internet shut-offs: Report 
Topic: Reports and Indices 

In News: As per a report by Access Now and the KeepItOn coaliDon, India enforced as many as 84 
internet shutdowns last year and was on top of the list of naDons that ordered internet shutdowns for 
the fiUh year in a row. 
More on the Topic: 

• The shutdowns were ordered on various accounts including protests, conflict, school 
exams, and elecDons. 

• Since 2016, India has accounted for approximately 58 per cent of all documented 
shutdowns globally. 

• Jammu and Kashmir has the highest number of internet shutdowns followed by 
Rajasthan and West Bengal. 

• Currently, internet shutdown orders are governed under the Temporary Suspension of 
Telecom Services (Public Emergency or Public Safety) Rules, 2017.  

• 2017 Rules provide for temporary shutdown of telecom services in a region on grounds 
of public emergency (up to 15 days at once) 

• The rules framed by the DoT say temporary suspensions can be “due to public 
emergency or public safety”, and gives senior bureaucrats from the Home Ministry at 
the central and state levels the power to order shutdowns. 

How do governments jusCfy shu_ng down the Internet? 
• Governments say misinformaCon and rumours can lead to deterioraCon in law and 

order in an area, so curbing the flow of informaDon helps maintain peace among 
communiDes in Dmes of crisis. 

Counter View Points: 
• In the absence of informaDon sources like news outlets, rumours can actually end up 

spreading even more.  



• Also, important services such as those related to payments, banking, and educaDonal 
access, all get cut in an instant, resulDng in disrupDons at mulDple levels and economic 
losses. 

Related Judgements: 
• Internet shutdowns can be for a temporary period but not for an indefinite period. 
• Government is to publish all orders imposing restricDons under SecDon 144. 
• SC ruled that “freedom of speech and expression and the freedom to pracCce any 

profession or carry on any trade, business or occupaCon over the medium of Internet 
enjoys consCtuConal protecCon under ArCcle 19 (1) (a) and ArCcle 19 (1) (g)”. 

• “restricDon upon such fundamental rights should be in consonance with the mandate 
under ArCcle 19 (2) and (6) of the ConsCtuCon, inclusive of the test of 
proporConality”. 

• In December 2019, the GauhaD High Court had directed the Assam government to 
restore the Internet in the state aUer reviewing the suspension orders. 

• Kerala high court’s judgement in Faheema Shirin v/s State of Kerala, where the right to 
internet access was recognized as a fundamental right forming a part of the right to 
privacy and the right to educaDon under ArDcle 21 of the consDtuDon. 

Parliament’s Standing Commifee on CommunicaCons and InformaCon Technology 
RecommendaCons: 

• Define the terms like ‘public emergency’ to avoid their usage without due cause.  
• Certain apps or websites could be banned, such as WhatsApp, where the possibility of 

rumours being widely circulated is high, while other Internet services could remain 
available to users. 

• All governments should document the reasons, Cme, alternaCves considered, decision-
making authoriCes, and the rules under which the shutdowns were imposed and 
release the documents for public scruCny. 

Source: AIR 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://indianexpress.com/elections/guhati-lok-sabha-election-results/


3. The Innermost Inner Core of Earth 
Topic: Geography 

In News: The researchers have confirmed the existence of a fiUh new layer of the Earth called 
the innermost inner core of Earth. 
More on the Topic: 
• The four known layers of the Earth include the crust, mantle, outer liquid and inner solid 

core.  
• The fiUh layer, the innermost inner core lies at the Earth’s centre, within the inner core. 
• The fiUh layer is made of iron and nickel, the same materials that comprise the rest of the 

inner core. 
• The difference between the two parts of the inner core could stem from how iron atoms 

are arranged to form a solid. AlternaDvely, the iron in the innermost inner core could 
have solidified and grown in a different direcDon than the rest of the inner core. 

• The inner core as a whole was liquid in the early years of the Earth’s existence, turning 
into a solid as the Earth cooled. 

About the Four Layers of the Earth: 
• The Crust: The crust is the outermost layer of the earth making up 0.5-1.0 per cent of the 

earth’s volume and less than 1 per cent of Earth’s mass. 
• It has two parts - thinner Oceanic Crust and thicker ConDnental Crust. 
• The conDnental crust is composed of lighter (felsic) sodium potassium aluminium silicate 

rocks, like granite. 
• The oceanic crust, on the other hand, is composed of dense (mafic) iron magnesium 

silicate igneous rocks, like basalt. 
• Mantle: It forms about 83 per cent of the earth’s volume and holds 67% of the earth’s 

mass. 
• It is the Solid/plasDc layer of earth. It is divided in two parts - Upper Mantle and Lower 

Mantle. Uppermost mantle and crust consDtute lithosphere. 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-023-36074-2


• Outer core: It surrounds the inner core, lies between 2900 km and 5100 km below the 
earth’s surface. 

• The outer core is composed of iron mixed with nickel (nife) and trace amounts of lighter 
elements. 

• Inner core: The inner core extends from the centre of the earth to 5100 km below the 
earth’s surface. 

• The inner core is generally believed to be composed primarily of iron (80%) and some 
nickel (nife). 

Source: Hindu 

4. Fab 4 Semiconductor Alliance 
Topic: InternaConal RelaCons 

In News: U.S.-led Fab 4 semiconductor alliance has held its first meeDng. 
More on the Topic:  

• The “Chip 4” or “Fab 4” alliance includes four of the world’s top producers of 
semiconductors: the U.S., Japan, Taiwan, and Korea. 

• It represents more than 70 percent of the value of the global semiconductor industry. 
• It was first proposed by the US in March 2022 as part of wider plans aimed at enhancing 

the "security" and "resilience" of semiconductor supply chains, including by reducing the 
world's reliance on chips made in China. 

• It is intended to cooperate on policy implementaDon that would support sustainable 
semiconductor manufacturing in the member states’ home countries. 

Source: Indian Express 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 



5. Dangi Cow 
Topic: Environment and Ecology 

In News: Young caole-rearers in the district have formed a forum to popularise the Dangi cow, a 
naDve indigenous breed from Nashik. 
More on the Topic: 

• Dangi is an indigenous caole breed of India.  
• It originated in the hilly tracts of Dangs comprising the Nasik and Ahmednagar districts in 

the state of Maharashtra. 
• Dangi caole is known for sweet milk. 
• The breed is medium to large in body size.  
• They are a very good draught breed and known for their adaptability to heavy rainfall 

areas.  
• The skin of this breed secretes an oil element that enables them to tolerate heavy rains. 

Source: Business Standard 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. Malabar Tree Toad 
Topic: Environment and Ecology 

In News: ‘Checklist of Indian Amphibians (2023)’ released by Zoological Survey of India have 
menDoned about Malabar tree toad. 
More on the Topic: 

• They are found in Mollem NaDonal Park is located in Sanguem taluk in Goa close to the 
border with Karnataka. 

• Malabar tree toad is also found in Mhadei Wildlife Sanctuary of Goa. 
• The Malabar tree toad (PedosDbes tuberculosus), or warty Asian tree toad, is a species 

of toad found in forests along the Western Ghats of great Karnataka or Deccan. 
• It is a small species and is found in wet tree hollows or leaf bases containing water. 
• It is the only species in the monotypic genus PedosDbes, also known as Asian tree toads. 

Source: Business Standard 

7. Sant Sevalal Maharaj 
Topic: Art and Culture 



In News: The Central government has started the year-long commemoraDon of the 284th birth 
anniversary of Sant Sevalal Maharaj. 
More on the Topic: 

• He is a spiritual and religious leader of the Banjara community. 
• Sant Sevalal Maharaj was born in 1739, at Surgondankoppa in Karnataka’s Shivamogga 

district.  
• He has dedicated his life to serving tribal forest dwellers and nomadic tribes.  
• He worked Drelessly to dispel and eradicate myths and supersCCons prevalent in the 

tribal communiCes, including the Banjaras. 
• He has brought about reforms in their way of life.  
• Sant Sevalal Maharaj is believed to have mastery in Ayurveda and Naturopathy. 

Source: Business Standard


