
1. Digital India Bill
Topic:  Polity and Governance

In News: Minister of State for Electronics and IT has presented a broad overview of the

upcoming Digital India Bill – the proposed successor to the decades-old Information Technology

Act, 2000.

More on the Topic

● Currently, the Information Technology Act, 2000 is the core framework that regulates
entities on the Internet.

● However, the law needs an update since it was framed for an Internet era that looked
very different from the Internet of today.

● Given its limitations, the government has also on occasion found it difficult to
promulgate rules since the parent Act is limited in its scope.

● The Bill is a key pillar of an overarching framework of technology regulations the Centre
is building, including the draft Digital Personal Data Protection Bill, 2022; Indian
Telecommunication Bill, 2022; and a policy for non-personal data governance.

Highlights of the Bill:
● The bill will create new regulations around newer technology, including 5G, IoT devices,

cloud computing, metaverse, blockchain, and cryptocurrency.
● Reclassify online intermediaries to separate categories instead of one general

intermediary label, each one with its own set of regulations.



● Intermediaries are any company or platform that facilitates information sharing or
provides online services.

● Removal of “safe harbour” immunity for online intermediaries for purposeful
misinformation or other content violations from third parties.

● In the past, online intermediaries, such as social media platforms, were given a “safe
harbour” legal immunity, effectively protecting them from third-party content posted on
their respective platforms because they had no control over it.

● Creating digital standards and laws regarding artificial intelligence (AI) and machine
learning (ML) technology. The Digital India Act wants to get ahead of the wave by
focusing on one major aspect: accountability.

● Criminalize cyberbullying, identity theft, and unauthorized sharing of personal
information without consent.

● Regulate monetization of content creation and its creators by advertising technology
(adtech) companies.

● Remove monopolies of the digital space (big tech) and allowing fair competition from
local startups and more choices for users.

The core objectives of the new Digital India Bill:
● To ensure an open and safe Internet in the country
● To ensure users’ rights and reduce risks for them online
● To Accelerate the growth of technology innovation
● To provide an overarching framework of technology regulations including the draft

Digital Personal Data Protection Bill, 2022; Indian Telecommunication Bill, 2022; and a
policy for non-personal data governance.

Significance of Digital India Bill:
● It will potentially govern the entire country’s digital laws for the next decade or two.
● With this new law, the country hopes to future-proof its digital laws and and enable

businesses to compete on a global scale.
● The rules and framework enable a comprehensive IT ecosystem within the country for

at least the next decade.
● Digital India Act will be designed to stimulate the digital economy for Indian businesses

.
● India can achieve a trillion dollar digital economy by 2026, centered around the Digital

India Act.
Source: Indian Express
_____________________________________________________________________________________



1. Global malnutrition crisis
Topic: Reports and

Indices

In News: UNICEF has released the report A Global Nutrition Crisis In Adolescent Girls And

Women.

More on the Topic:

● South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa are home to 68 per cent of adolescent girls and
women who are underweight.

● Some 60 per cent of adolescent girls and women are anaemic.
● No region is on track to meet 2030 global targets to reduce anaemia in adolescent girls

and women by half and low birthweight in new-borns by 30%.
● Gender gap in food insecurity more than doubled between 2019 and 2021.

Impact of Malnutrition:
● The scale and consequences of undernutrition, micronutrient deficiencies and anaemia

in adolescent girls and women are being overlooked and under-recognised by families,
society, governments, development and humanitarian communities, research and
academia, media and the private sector.

Key Recommendations:
● Governments and their development and humanitarian partners national and

international must take the lead in accelerating progress for ensuring nutrition for
adolescent girls and women.



● Expand access to social protection programmes (including cash transfers and vouchers)
for the most vulnerable adolescent girls and women.

● Inroduce/expand food fortification programmes.
● Eliminate discriminatory gender and social norms such as child marriage and the

inequitable sharing of food, household resources etc.
Source: DTE

3. India-US Commercial Dialogue

Topic: International Relations

In News: India and the United States of America held the 5th Ministerial level meeting of the

bilateral Commercial Dialogue.

More on the Topic:

● MoU was signed to establish Semiconductor supply chain and innovation partnership. It
will enhance India’s Semiconductor Mission & US’s CHIPS and Science Act.

● A new working group on Talent, Innovation and Inclusive Growth was launched.
● Both the governments agreed to work together in Global Biofuels Alliance and also in

hydrogen technologies.
● U.S.-India Energy Industry Network (EIN) for facilitating U.S. industry involvement in the

Clean EDGE Asia initiative (U.S. government’s initiative for clean energy markets
throughout Indo-Pacific) will be a focus area.

● US’s Clean Energy and Environmental Technology Business Development Mission will
visit India in 2024.

Significance of the Dialogue:
● It will enhance ongoing efforts to strengthen the U.S.-India Comprehensive Global

Strategic Partnership,
● develop inclusive and fair trade and investment policies, and
● leverage the interests of the private sector in pursuing new market opportunities that

advance prosperity in both countries.
India-US Trade and Economic Relations:
● The US was India’s largest export destination and the second largest trading partner in

2020-21.



● India’s exports to the US in 2020-21 were valued at $51.62 billion and imports at $28.88
billion, resulting in a trade deficit of about $23 billion for the US.

● The top traded goods include pearls and precious stones, pharmaceuticals, machinery,
electronics, clothing, vehicles, chemicals and fish products, optical, photo, medical
apparatus and aluminium.

● India and the US have set up a bilateral Investment Initiative in 2014, with a special focus
on facilitating FDI, portfolio investment, capital market development and financing of
infrastructure.

● US-India Infrastructure Collaboration Platform has also been set up to deploy cutting
edge U.S technologies to meet India’s infrastructure needs.

Source: Hindu

4. MSME Competitive (LEAN) scheme
Topic: Government Schemes

In News: The revamped MSME Competitive (LEAN) scheme introduced recently.

More on the Topic:

● Under the scheme, MSMEs will be provided handholding towards the implementation
of lean tools at three levels – basic, intermediate, and advanced.

● Completion of each stage will be verified through an end-term assessment or
assessment by the scheme’s implementation agencies like the National Productivity



Council and Quality Council of India along with MSME –DFOs (Development and
Facilitation Offices). 

● Under the scheme, MSMEs will implement LEAN manufacturing tools like 5S, Kaizen,
KANBAN, Poka Yoka etc.

About Lean Manufacturing:
● Lean Manufacturing or Lean Production, known simply as LEAN, is a production practice

that considers the expenditure of resources for any goal, other than the creation of
value for the end customer, to be wasteful and hence should be eliminated.

● Lean manufacturing includes a set of principles that lean thinkers use to achieve
improvements in productivity, quality, and lead-time by eliminating waste through
kaizen.

Objectives of the Scheme:
● The scheme essentially aims at promoting the adoption of lean manufacturing

techniques and methodologies by Udyam-registered MSMEs to reduce rejection rates
and production cost.

● It also aims to optimise space utilisation and resources such as water, energy, natural
resources etc., in order to enhance quality in product and processes, production and
export capabilities, and overall profitability.

Source: FE

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. Unique Land Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN) or Bhu-Aadhaar
Topic: e-Governance

https://www.financialexpress.com/industry/sme/msme-eodb-explained-how-msmes-can-undertake-risk-management-in-business/2999448/


In News: Department of Land Resources has organised the National Conference - Bhumi

Samvaad IV on implementation of Unique Land Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN) or

Bhu-Aadhaar.

More on the Topic:

● Unique Land Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN) is part of the Digital India Land
Records Modernization Programme (DILRMP).

● The identification is based on the longitude and latitude coordinates of the land parcel
and depends on detailed surveys and geo-referenced cadastral maps.

● It is a 14-digit identification number accorded to a land parcel.
● ULPIN is a Single, Authoritative Source of Truth for information on any parcel of land or

property to provide Integrated Land Services to the citizens as well as all stakeholders.
Source: PIB

6. Indian Wolf
Topic: Environment and Ecology



In News: In a first, the Gujarat Forest Department is set to shift 10 Indian grey wolves from

conservation breeding centre to forested areas in north Gujarat and north Saurashtra.

More on the Topic:

● The release of the captive-bred predators, the Canis lupus pallipes or the Indian
peninsular wolf, is an attempt to check the population of wild herbivores, including blue
bulls (nilgais), wild boars, etc., which have been causing significant crop damage in these
parts.

● These regions has an existing population of wild wolves, but with their population
dwindling, the relocation is a bid to boost their numbers.

● Indian wolf is a subspecies of grey wolf inhabiting semi-arid and arid areas extending
from Indian subcontinent to Israel.

● IUCN conservation status: Least concern
Source: Hindu

7. Mundaka Upanishad



Topic: Environment and Ecology

In News: Vice President of India has released a book on Mundaka Upanishad written by

parliamentarian Dr. Karan Singh.

More on the Topic:

● The Mundaka Upanishad is an ancient Sanskrit Vedic text, embedded inside Atharva
Veda.

● It is a Mukhya Upanishad, and is listed as number 5 in the Muktika canon of 108
Upanishads of Hinduism.

● It is among the most widely translated Upanishads.
● This Upanishad is a poetic verse style Upanishad, with 64 verses, written in the form of

mantras.
● India’s National Motto ‘Satyameva Jayate’ has been taken from Mundaka Upanishad.
● The word Upanishad means to sit down near someone and denotes a student sitting

near his guru to learn.
● Upanishads contain information regarding the philosophical principles and concepts of

Hinduism, including karma, brahman etc.
● There are 13 Upanishads which are most well known or most important – Katha, Kena,

Isa, Mundaka, Prasna, Taittiriya, Chhandogya, Brihadaranyaka, Mandukya, Aitareya,
Kaushitaki, Svetasvatara and Maitrayani.

● All the 4 Vedas are compositions of different texts. Upanishads are in the last section
of any Vedas.

Source: Hindu


