
1.  Green Climate Fund (GCF)  
Topic:  Environment and Ecology 
 

In News: Rwanda has been selected to host the 35th Mee2ng of the Green Climate Fund (GCF) 
Board in March 2023. 
More on the Topic: 

• More than 300 people including the observers from civil society, the private sector, 
Na2onally Designated Authori2es and Accredited En22es to the GCF as well as board 
members are expected to aKend the mee2ng in Rwanda.  

• AKendees will have the opportunity to witness first-hand the country’s efforts to address 
climate change, including through projects funded by Green Climate Fund. 

About Green Climate Fund: 
• The Green Climate Fund is the world’s largest climate fund, mandated to support 

developing countries to raise and realise their climate acGon plans towards low-
emission, climate-resilient development. 

• The GCF is established in 2010 within the framework of the UNFCCC as an opera2ng 
en2ty of the Financial Mechanism to assist developing countries in adapta2on and 
mi2ga2on prac2ces to counter climate change.  

• The GCF is based in Incheon, South Korea.  
• The Fund is governed and supervised by a Board that will have full responsibility for 

funding decisions and that receives the guidance of the Conference of Par-es (COP). 
The Fund is accountable to, and func2ons under the guidance of, the COP. 

Significance of Green Climate Fund: 
• The fund is intended to be the centrepiece of efforts to raise Climate Finance of $100 

billion a year by 2020. 



• The Fund will promote the paradigm shiO towards low-emission and climate-resilient 
development pathways by providing support to developing countries to limit or reduce 
their greenhouse gas emissions and to adapt to the impacts of climate change, taking 
into account the needs of those developing countries par2cularly vulnerable to the 
adverse effects of climate change. 

• The Fund will strive to maximise the impact of its funding for adapta2on and mi2ga2on, 
and seek a balance between the two, while promo2ng environmental, social, economic 
and development co-benefits and taking a gender-sensi2ve approach. 

Source: Indian Express      
_____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                      

2. Same Sex Marriage 
Topic: Social JusGce 

In News: The Supreme Court referred a batch of over 20 pe22ons seeking legal recogni2on of 
marriages within the LGBT community to a five-judge cons2tu2on bench. 
More on the Topic: 

• In India, same-sex rela2ons were not recognised up un2l 2018 recently, when ArGcle 
377  was read down by the Supreme Court of India in Navtej Johar v. Union of India 
(2018), a\er which homosexuality has been decriminalised.  

• But s2ll, the marital union between same-sex couples is not recognised by law in India 
and consequently, they are not en2tled to any spousal privileges, those being adop2on 
rights, inheritance rights, etc 

The Arguments In Favour of Same Sex Marriage: 
• ArGcles 15, and 16 of the Indian ConsGtuGon prohibit discrimina2on based on gender, 

but these rights are o\en violated in society. 
• Person with Same-sex marriage is denied from property, insurance, and family rights. 
• Under ArGcle 19 1 (a), the person has the right to freedom of sexual expression.  



• ArGcle 21 of the ConsGtuGon guarantees the right to life and personal liberty to all 
individuals.  

• The Supreme Court has interpreted this provision to include the right to live with dignity, 
which includes the right to make choices about one’s sexuality and gender iden2ty. 

• Many 2mes, physical or mental violence is used by conserva2ve elements of the society 
on same-sex couples. 

• Thus same-sex marriage will become an enabler of  fundamental rights, social rights, 
family rights of the person.  

• The Supreme Court has recognized the right to privacy as a fundamental right under 
the Cons2tu2on.  

• This includes the right to make choices about one’s sexual orienta2on and gender 
iden2ty without fear of discrimina2on or harassment. 

Arguments Against Same Sex Marriage by Central Government: 
• In India, marriage is not considered to be a sexual necessity but a sacrament that is 

indica2ve of the sanc2ty of marriage. 
• The concept of marriage in Indian society is based on a husband, a wife, and a child, 

which cannot be compared with a gay family. 
• The power of amendment in the Special Marriage Act-1954 or Hindu Marriage Act-1955 

is vested in the legislature and not in the higher judiciary. 
• The legislature should be the body to consider the status of recognising same sex 

marriages while balancing the social morality and independence of the individual. 
Way Ahead: 

• At least 29 countries in the world have legalised same-sex marriage.  
• It is 2me that India thinks beyond the binary and reviews its exis2ng legal architecture in 

order to legalise marriages irrespec2ve of gender iden2ty and sexual orienta2on. 
• It is also necessary to strike a balance between a rapidly changing society and individual 

rights.  
• There is need to balance progressive society and individual rights.  

Source: Hindu 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-third-gender-lgbtqia/same-sex-marriage/


3. Solar Waste 
Topic: InternaGonal RelaGons 

In News: Recently no2fied the E-Waste (Management) Rules 2022 features the management of 
solar photo-voltaic modules, panels, and cells. 
More on the Topic: 
• As per the rules every manufacturer and producer of solar photo-voltaic modules or 

panels or cells in India shall comply with various requirements.  
• The first requirement is that all manufacturer and producer of solar photo-voltaic 

modules or panels or cells shall ensure registraGon on the portal setup by Indian Govt.  
• The portal will be used to maintain an inventory of solar photo-voltaic modules or panels 

or cells waste generated up to the year 2034-2035. 
• Manufacturers and producers of solar photo-voltaic modules or panels or cells shall file 

annual returns in the laid down form on the portal on or before the end of the year.  
• Recyclers of solar photo-voltaic modules or panels or cells shall be mandated for the 

recovery of material as laid down by the Central PolluGon Control Board.  
About Solar Waste: 
• Solar wastes are the electronic waste generated by discarded solar panels. They are sold 

as scrap in the country. 
• It can increase by at least four-five-fold by the next decade. 
• While photovoltaics generate only about 3 % of global electricity, they consume 40 % of 

the world’s tellurium, 15 % of the world’s silver, a substanGal chunk of semiconductor-
grade quartz and lesser but sGll significant amounts of indium, zinc, Gn and gallium. 

• The market value of raw materials recovered from solar panels could reach USD 450 
million by 2030. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/domestic-manufacturing-in-solar-energy
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-s-semiconductor-mission


• InternaGonal Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) es2mated that global PV waste will 
touch 78 million tonnes by 2050, with India expected to be one of the top five PV-waste 
creators. 

Concerns Associated with Solar Panels: 
• Solar panel waste is harmful to the environment as it contains toxic metals and minerals 

that may seep in the ground. 
• It contains lead, cadmium and other toxic elements which are carcinogenic in nature. 

Source: Hindu 

4. ATL Sarthi 
 Topic: Government Policies 

In News: Atal Innova2on Mission (AIM) of NITI Aayog launched ATL Sarthi, a comprehensive 
self-monitoring framework to strengthen the ever-growing ecosystem of Atal Tinkering Labs 
(ATL). 
More on the Topic:  

• Atal Innova2on Mission is establishing Atal Tinkering Laboratories (ATLs) in schools 
across India to foster curiosity, crea2vity, and imagina2on in young minds; and inculcate 
skills such as design thinking mindset, computa2onal thinking, adap2ve learning, 
physical compu2ng etc.  

• As of date, AIM has funded 10,000 schools to establish Atal Tinkering Labs (ATLs). 
• As the name suggests, Sarthi is a charioteer and ATL Sarthi will enable the ATLs to be 

efficient and effecGve.  
• AIM is Government of India’s flagship ini2a2ve to create and promote a culture of 

innova2on and entrepreneurship across the country. 
Source: PIB 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 



5. Light Combat AircraO Tejas  
Topic: Science and Technology 

In News: The maiden flight test of the Power Take Off (PTO) sha\ was conducted on Light 
Combat Aircra\ (LCA) Tejas in Bengaluru. 
More on the Topic: 

• The PTO sha\, a cri2cal component in the aircra\, will support the requirements of 
future fighter aircra\ and their variants and offers compe22ve cost and reduced 2me of 
availability. 

• With this successful test, the DRDO has achieved a greater technological feat by 
employing complex high-speed rotor technology, which only a few countries have 
achieved. 

• The PTO sha\ was designed with a unique, innovaGve patented Frequency Spanning 
Technique, which enables it to negoGate different operaGng engine speeds. 

• LCA Tejas is all weather, single engine, lightweight, highly agile, 4.5 genera2on, mul2-role 
supersonic fighter aircra\. 

• Tejas has many advanced features like Beyond Visual Range Missile capabili2es, Air-to-
Air Refuelling and Air-to-Ground weapons. 

• It is equipped with a state-of-the-art satellite-aided inerGal navigaGon system. 
Source: Hindu 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 



6. Personal Genomic Maping 
Topic: Science and Technology 

In News: Reliance may soon offer affordable personal genomic mapping (PGM) to Indians. 
More on the Topic: 

• All the gene2c informa2on of an organism is called its genome.  
• Its genomic sequence is the complete list of the nucleo2des (which together make DNA) 

present in its halpoid set of chromosomes —humans, most commonly, have 46 
chromosomes (22 pairs of autosomes, or non-sex chromosomes) and two sex 
chromosomes (XY in males and XX in females).  

• The set comprising one chromosome from each of the 22 autosomal pairs along with 
XX/XY is called the haploid set.  

• Most nucleo2de sequences within a species are iden2cal, but it is the variance that gives 
rise to genomic diversity. 

• Genome mapping is locaGng a specific gene to a parGcular region of a chromosome 
and determining the locaGon of and relaGve distances between genes on 
chromosome. 

• The Human Genome Project gave us a ‘reference’ human genome, but with 
developments in sequencing technology, and falling costs, it is now possible to map 
every individual’s genome—opening the doors to personal genomic mapping.  

Significance: 
• PGM will help an individual iden2fy and assess the genes that are implicated in a disease 

that she currently suffers from as well as diseases that she is predisposed to because of 
her genes. 

• This can play a big role in healthcare choices, especially rela2ng to precision medicine. 
Source: Hindu 



7.  Bumchu Buddhist FesGval 
Topic: Culture 

In News: Bumchu Fes2val was celebrated in Tashiding Monastery, located in Sikkim. 
More on the Topic: 

• Bumchu, the Tashiding holy water vase ritual, is a unique and important occasion that 
draws travellers from all over the world.  

• Bumchu means “pot of sacred water” in Tibetan. The vase is opened during the event, 
and water inside is thought to have healing quali2es shared among the worshippers. 

• The Tashiding Monastery is one of the most sacred Buddhist pilgrimage sites, located on 
a hilltop overlooking the Rangeet River in Sikkim. 

• Source: Hindu 
______________________________________________________________________________


