
1.Na%onal Credit Framework 
Topic:  Polity and Governance 

In News: The University Grants Commission (UGC) on Monday released the final dra8 of the 
Na;onal Credit Framework (NCrF) for school educa;on and higher educa;on. 
More on the Topic 

• The NCrF is a broad enabling framework for all regulatory organiza%ons and all 
universi;es, including ins;tu;ons of na;onal importance.  

• It is dra8ed in line with the Na%onal Educa%on Policy (NEP 2020).  
• The framework will "seamlessly integrate the credits earned through school educa%on, 

higher educa%on, and voca%onal and skill educa%on.”  
• “The NEP 2020 emphasizes the integra%on of general academic educa%on and 

voca%onal and skill educa%on, providing seamless horizontal and ver;cal mobility 
between the two streams for lifelong learning.  

• NCrF provides this mechanism while ensuring equivalence within and between these 
two educa;on streams. 

Important Features of NCrF: 
• It provides for Assignment, Accumula;on, Storage, Transfer and Redemp;on of Credits 

through Academic Bank of Credit (ABC). 
• NCrF has divided the learning ecosystem into eight levels, assigning credits based on 

learning hours from Class 5 to PhD level. 
• Knowledge in 18 Vidyas, including four Vedas, four subsidiary Vedas (Ayurveda–

medicine, Dhanurveda – weaponry, Gandharvaveda-music and Silpa – architecture), 
Purana, Nayaya, etc. can be considered for credi;za;on. 

Significance of NCrF: 
• Na;onal Credit Framework (NCrF) will establish mul%disciplinary and holis%c educa%on 

with flexible curricula. 



• It will open numerous op%ons for students by integra%ng school and higher educa%on 
with voca%onal educa%on and experien%al learning to promote skilling and voca;onal 
educa;on. 

• It will remove the hard dis%nc%on between the educa%on streams and allow for more 
than one award in the same period by removing the dis%nc%on between arts, science, 
social sciences, commerce, etc. 

• It will Increase focus on research and innova%on, and Promote digital learning, and 
open distance learning. 

Source: Indian Express      
_____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                      

2. Triple Threat Report 
Topic: Reports and Indices 

In News: Triple Threat report related with water was released by UNESCO. 
More on the Topic: 

• The report reveals that a lack of monitoring of water, sanita;on, and hygiene (WASH) 
related programs, projects, and policies in a third of the developing na;ons is causing 
problems.  

• This lack of monitoring makes mi;ga;on more challenging, and it’s affec;ng 10 African 
countries where children are most affected by the convergence of three water-related 
threats: inadequate water, sanita%on and hygiene, related diseases, and climate 
hazards. 



More About Triple Threat:  
• Less than 50 percent access to at least basic water or sanita;on services. 
• Within top 20 countries with highest burden of deaths abributable to unsafe WASH 

among children under 5. 
• Despite these global improvements, approximately four million children under the age 

of five die every year due to unsafe water, sanita%on, and hygiene prac%ces globally.  
• Chad, in par;cular, has the lowest percentage of access to basic WASH facili;es and has 

the world’s highest burden of deaths of children under five years due to unsafe WASH. 
Benefit Importance of WASH:  

• Whatever the healthcare systems may be the adequate Water, Sanita;on and Hygiene 
(WASH) ameni;es, including waste management and environmental cleaning services, 
are cri;cal to their safe func;oning. 

• When a healthcare facility lacks adequate WASH services, infec%on preven%on and 
control are severely compromised. 

• Safe WASH is not only a prerequisite to health, but contributes to livelihoods, school 
aXendance and dignity and helps to create resilient communi;es living in healthy 
environments. 

• Diarrhoeal deaths as a result of inadequate WASH were reduced by half during the 
Millennium Development Goal (MDG) period, with the significant progress on water and 
sanita;on provision playing a key role. 

• WASH is an essen;al element of quality Universal Health Coverage, is recognised by the 
UN as a fundamental human right, and is cost-effec%ve. 

Source: Hindu 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



3. Forest Rights Act 
Topic: Environment and Ecology 

In News: Even a8er 16 years, implementa;on provisions under the Forest Rights Act, 2006, have 
been far from sa;sfactory. 
More on the Topic: 
• One of the many reasons for non-implementa;on is a lack of clarity about where and 

how much forest land might be eligible for Community Forest Resource Rights (CFRR) 
claims. 

• Consequently, there is no “target” that state governments must reach and against which 
their performance can be measured in terms of recognising CFRR. 

• This Gaps are mainly exis;ng due to the following reasons, 
• The complexity of land and forest seXlement in India and  
• The poor quality of land records and maps available  
• This makes genera;ng an es;mate of how much land could come under CFRR and where 

is a difficult task. 
About Forest Rights Act: 
• In the colonial era, the Bri%sh diverted abundant forest wealth of the na%on to meet 

their economic needs.  
• While procedure for seblement of rights was provided under statutes such as the Indian 

Forest Act, 1927, these were hardly followed.  
• As a result, tribal and forest-dwelling communi;es, who had been living within the forests 

in harmony with the environment and the ecosystem, con;nued to live inside the forests 



in tenurial insecurity, a situa;on which con;nued even a8er independence as they were 
marginalised.  

• The symbio%c rela%onship between forests and forest-dwelling communi%es found 
recogni%on in the Na%onal Forest Policy, 1988.  

• The policy called for the need to associate tribal people in the protec;on, regenera;on 
and development of forests.  

• The Scheduled Tribes and Other Tradi;onal Forest Dwellers (Recogni;on of Forest Rights) 
Act, 2006, was enacted to protect the marginalised socio-economic class of ci;zens and 
balance the right to environment with their right to life and livelihood. 

Important Provisions of Forest Rights Act: 
• The Act seeks to recognize and vest forest rights in Forest Dwelling Scheduled Tribes 

(FDSTs) and Other Tradi%onal Forest Dwellers (OTFD) with respect to forest land and 
their habitat. 

• The rights can be inherited but they are not transferable. 
• The Act vests two broad types of rights to forestland with forest-dwelling communi;es - 

individual forest rights (IFR) and community forest rights (CFR). 
• Individual Forest Rights (IFR): It aims to secure an individual the right to hold, self-

cul;vate, and live in forestland under individual or common occupa;on 
• Community Forest Rights (CFR): Aims to bring about radical changes in forest governance 

by, inter alia, conferring community forest resource rights and management authority on 
forest-dwelling communi;es. 

Authori%es for ves%ng forest rights: 
• The Gram Sabha shall have the authority to ini;ate the process of determining the nature 

and extent of individual or community forest rights that may be given to FDSTs within the 
local limits of its jurisdic;on under this Act. 

• The Gram Sabha is empowered to receive claims, consolidate and verify them, and 
prepare a map delinea;ng the area of each recommended claim 

• Gram Sabha would then pass a resolu;on to that effect and forward a copy to the Sub-
Divisional Level Commibee (SDLC) 

• The SDLC, which shall be cons;tuted by the State Government, would examine the 
resolu;on passed by the Gram Sabha and prepare the record of forest rights.  It would 
then be forwarded to the District Level Commibee (DLC) 

• The DLC would be the final authority to approve the record of forest rights. 
• A State Level Monitoring CommiXee would be formed to monitor the process of 

recogni;on and ves;ng of forest rights. 
• If a person is not sa;sfied by the ruling of the Gram Sabha, he can file a pe;;on to the 

SDLC and if not sa;sfied with the ruling of SDLC, he can pe;;on to the DLC within 60 days 
of date of decision of the SDLC. 

• The DLC’s decision would be final and binding. 



• Penal%es for Offences: The Act provides punishment for persons found guilty of 
contravening the provisions of the Act, engaging in unsustainable use of forest or forest 
produce, killing any wild animal etc. 

Source: Hindu 

4. Unique Land Parcel Iden%fica%on Number (ULPIN) 
 Topic: e - Governance 

In News: A na;onal conference on Bhu-Aadhaar or Unique Land Parcel Iden;fica;on Number 
has been conducted recently. 
More on the Topic:  

• It is a 14-digit iden;fica;on number for every surveyed parcel of land in India, launched 
in 2021. 



• It is Based on the longitude and la;tude coordinates of the land parcel. It will be based 
on detailed surveys and geo-referenced cadastral maps. 

• ULPIN Will help mi;gate the huge pendency of court cases (66 per cent of all civil suits in 
India are related to land or property disputes);  

• Reduce the GDP loss (about 1.3% of GDP) due to projects being stalled over li;ga;on 
involving land disputes;  

• Sharing of land records data across departments, financial ins;tu;ons, and stakeholders; 
help develop land banks; and  

• lead towards Integrated Land Informa;on Management System (ILIMS). 
• Cadastral map: A cadastral map is a detailed and accurate map that shows the 

boundaries and ownership of land parcels within a specific area.  
• It is used by governments to maintain land records and for land administra;on purposes, 

such as property tax assessment, land-use planning, and resolving land disputes. 
Source: Hindu 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

5.Uranium-241 
Topic: Science and Technology 



In News: While studying the atoms of heavy elements, physicists in Japan discovered a 
previously unknown isotope of uranium. 
More on the Topic: 

• The isotope has atomic number 92 and mass number 241, i.e. uranium-241. 
• The physicists were in search of magic number. 
• In nuclear physics, “magic numbers” are specific numbers of protons or neutrons in 

atomic nuclei that correspond to Stable configura%ons.  
• The heaviest known ‘magic’ nucleus is lead (82 protons). A8er this nucleus becomes 

unstable. 
About Isotopes: 

• Isotopes are atoms of the same element that have the same number of protons but 
differ in the number of neutrons in their nuclei. 

•  Isotopes of an element have nearly iden;cal chemical proper;es but may differ in their 
physical proper;es such as density and radioac;vity. 

Source: Business Standard 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Europe’s Juice Mission 
Topic: Science and Technology 

In News: Europe's Jupiter Icy Moons Explorer mission is set to launch for its 8-year cruise to the 
solar system's largest planet. 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/new-technique-can-tell-apart-spent-nuclear-fuel-from-six-reactor-types/article66644652.ece


More on the Topic:  
• The spacecra8, designed to explore three of Jupiter's four main moons. 
• JUICE will arrive at Jupiter in July 2031 and spend the following three and a half years 

orbi;ng the planet while making close flybys of three of its four main moons: Europa, 
Ganymede and Callisto.  

• Scien;sts are interested in Jupiter's moons because they appear to harbor massive 
oceans of liquid water hidden by tens of miles thick shells of ice, and these oceans 
might possess favorable condi%ons for some form of life to exist.  

• Although JUICE is unlikely to find any evidence of life on Jupiter's moons, the mission 
will help scien%sts beXer understand whether the right condi%ons for life exist on 
these moons or not.  

• Although Ganymede is much less likely to host life than the smaller Europa, scien;sts 
want to be able to compare condi;ons on these two ice-covered ocean worlds. 

Source: Indian Express 

7.  Cost Infla%on Index (CCI) 
Topic: Economy 

In News: Income Tax Department has no;fied CCI for current fiscal beginning April 2023. 
More on the Topic: 

• The CII is an index that is used to calculate the infla%on-adjusted rise in the value of an 
asset including land, buildings, houses, gold jewellery, debt mutual funds, and so on. 

• This CII number will assist you determine the long-term capital gains on which you are 
required to pay taxes when you file your income tax returns (ITR) next year. 

https://www.space.com/7-jupiter-largest-planet-solar-system.html
https://www.space.com/35692-esa-juice-facts.html
https://www.space.com/15498-europa-sdcmp.html
https://www.space.com/16440-ganymede-facts-about-jupiters-largest-moon.html
https://www.space.com/16448-callisto-facts-about-jupiters-dead-moon.html
https://www.space.com/europe-juice-mission-life-jupiter-moons


• This number will be used to calculate infla;on-adjusted cost for only those assets that 
allow for infla;on-adjusted (indexa;on benefit). 

• It is popularly used to calculate “indexed cost of acquisi%on” while calcula%ng capital 
gains at %me of sale of any capital asset. 

• Normally, an asset is required to be retained for more than 36 months (24 months for 
immovable property and unlisted shares) to qualify as Long-Term Capital Gains (LTCG). 

• CII is used to arrive at infla%on adjusted purchasing price of assets so as to compute 
taxable LTCG. 

Source: Business Standard


