
 

 

MARTAND SUN TEMPLE 

 

Members of a little-known Hindutva group forced their way into the 

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)-protected Martand sun temple recently. 

Details 

The Martand Sun Temple, also known as the Martand Surya Mandir, is 

an ancient Hindu temple dedicated to the Sun God, located near Anantnag in the 

Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Historical Background 

Construction Period: 

The Martand Sun Temple was built during the 8th century by King Lalitaditya 

Muktapida of the Karkota Dynasty. 

Architectural Style: 

The temple is a fine example of Kashmiri architecture and is renowned for its 

grandeur and artistic excellence. 

It reflects a blend of Greek, Roman, Iranian, and Indian architectural styles. 

 

 

 



 

 

Political Motivations: 

 

The construction of the temple by Lalitaditya Muktapida may have had political 

motivations, aiming to assert his authority and demonstrate the grandeur of his 

rule 

Architecture and Layout 

Design and Layout: 

The temple is situated on top of a plateau, providing a panoramic view of the 

surrounding mountains. 

It is built in the form of a colonnaded mandapa surrounded by a courtyard. 

Central Shrine: 

The main shrine, dedicated to the Sun God, was originally surrounded by 84 

smaller shrines. 

Columns and Carvings: 

The temple has numerous intricately carved columns, depicting various scenes 

from Hindu mythology. 

The carvings include images of deities, celestial beings, and other mythological 

figures. 

Influence of Greek Architecture: 

The temple is often compared to classical Greek temples, particularly the 

Temple of Hercules in Rome, due to its architectural similarities. 

Gandharan, Gupta, and Chinese Influences: 

The architecture of the Martand Sun Temple reflects a fusion of Gandharan, 

Gupta, and Chinese architectural styles, showcasing the cultural assimilation of 

the region. 

Peristyle Design: 

The temple's peristyle design, with a central shrine and 84 smaller shrines 

surrounding it, is a distinctive feature, making it the largest example of a 

peristyle in Kashmir. 

Entrance and Decorations: 



 

 

The temple's western entrance, aligned with the overall perimeter, is grand and 

elaborately decorated, following the principles of Hindu temple architecture. 

Decline 

Destruction: 

The temple faced destruction during the 15th century due to the invasion of 

Sikander Butshikan, a ruler of the Shah Mir dynasty. 

Sikandar Shah Miri's Role: 

Sikandar Shah Miri's role in the destruction of the temple has been a subject of 

historical controversy, with different accounts providing varying perspectives. 

Some scholars argue that the destruction was part of Sikandar's broader political 

strategies rather than solely religious zeal. 

Current State: 

Today, the Martand Sun Temple stands in ruins, with only remnants of its 

former grandeur. The main structure, however, remains partially intact. 

Preservation Efforts 

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI): 

The ASI has been involved in the conservation and maintenance of the temple 

ruins. 

The ASI's declaration of the Martand Sun Temple as a site of national 

importance underscores the efforts to preserve and protect the historical and 

architectural heritage of the temple. 

Tourism and Awareness: 

Efforts have been made to promote tourism and create awareness about the 

historical and cultural significance of the Martand Sun Temple. 

Sun Temples Across Different Regions 

Andhra Pradesh: 

Surya Narayana Temple at Arasavalli: Built in the 7th century by King 

Devendra Varma, the temple is designed so that on Radhasaptami, the Sun's rays 

directly fall on the deity's feet. 

 



 

 

Assam: 

Surya Pahar Temple: Constructed in the 9th century at Sri Surya Pahar in 

Assam. 

Bihar: 

Numerous Sun Temples across Bihar, including Deo Surya Mandir in Deo, 

Bihar, and Sun Temple at Nalanda. 

Gujarat: 

Modhera Sun Temple: Built in 1027 by King Bhimdev of the Chaulukya 

dynasty, it is one of the most prominent Sun Temples in India. 

Haryana: 

Several Sun Temples within the 48 Kos Parikrama of Kurukshetra, including 

Surajkund in Faridabad. 

Jammu and Kashmir: 

Martand Sun Temple: Built in the 10th century near Anantnag, now in ruins 

due to destruction by Sikandar Shah Miri. 

Karnataka: 

Soorya Narayana Temple at Maroli: Located in Mangalore, Karnataka. 

Kerala: 

Adithyapuram Sun Temple: A Sun Temple in Kerala. 

Madhya Pradesh: 

Bhramanya Dev Temple at Unao, Balaji: Located in Madhya Pradesh. 

Birla Sun Temple in Gwalior: A modern sun temple. 

Manipur: 

Ebudhou Korouhanba Temple: Located in Moidangpok, Patsoi, Manipur. 

Odisha: 

Konark Sun Temple: Also known as the Black Pagoda, a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site. 

Biranchinarayan Temple, Palia: A 13th-century temple in Palia, Odisha. 



 

 

Tamil Nadu: 

Suryanar Kovil Temple at Kumbakonam: Built in 1060-1118 CE. 

Uttarakhand: 

Sun Temple at Katharmal: Built in the 9th century CE by the Katyuri kings, 

near Almora and Nainital. 

Uttar Pradesh: 

Rahila Sagar Sun Temple at Mahoba: A Sun Temple in Uttar Pradesh. 

Sun Temple at Kalpi: Another Sun Temple in Uttar Pradesh. 

West Bengal: 

Sonatapal, Bankura District: A Sun Temple in West Bengal. 

Gangaditya Temple, Murshidabad District: Another Sun Temple in West 

Bengal. 

Multan Sun Temple (Aditya Sun Temple): 

Located in Multan, Punjab, Pakistan, it was destroyed by Muslim rulers in the 

10th century. 

 

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR WOMEN 

 



 

 

Union Minister Smriti Irani addressed the 32nd foundation day event of the 

National Commission for Women. 

She praised the emergency response service provided by the NCW's 24x7 

helpline for women. 

Over 700 One Stop Centres have been established across the country to assist 

women who have faced violence. 

Details 

One Stop Centre Scheme 

These centres are part of the Women and Child Development Ministry's scheme 

under the Nirbhaya Fund. 

Objective: 

The One Stop Centre (OSC) Scheme aims to provide integrated support and 

assistance to women affected by violence, both in private and public spaces, 

under one roof. 

It seeks to facilitate immediate access to a range of services, including medical, 

legal, psychological, and counseling support, to combat all forms of violence 

against women. 

Target Group: 

The OSC will support all women affected by violence, without any 

discrimination based on caste, class, religion, region, sexual orientation, or 

marital status. 

Services offered in OSCs: 

Emergency Response and Rescue Services: 

OSC will provide rescue and referral services to women affected by violence, 

coordinating with existing mechanisms such as National Health Mission, police 

(PCR Van), and 108 services. 

Linkages will be established for immediate rescue, referral to medical facilities, 

or shelter homes. 

 

 



 

 

Medical Assistance: 

Referral of women affected by violence to the nearest hospital for medical 

aid/examination following guidelines and protocols set by the Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare. 

Assistance in Lodging FIR/NCR/DIR: 

Support provided to women in lodging First Information Reports (FIR), Non-

Cognizable Reports (NCR), or Domestic Incident Reports (DIR). 

Psycho-social Support/Counseling: 

Skilled counselors available on call to provide psycho-social counseling 

services, offering confidence and support to address violence or seek justice. 

Adherence to a prescribed code of ethics, guidelines, and protocols in 

counseling services. 

Legal Aid and Counseling: 

Provision of legal aid and counseling at OSC through empanelled lawyers or 

National/State/District Legal Service Authority. 

Aggrieved women provided with an advocate of their choice to simplify legal 

procedures and advocate for exemptions from court hearings. 

Shelter: 

OSC provides temporary shelter to aggrieved women, with long-term 

arrangements made with Swadhar Greh/Short Stay Homes for extended shelter 

needs. 

Temporary shelter available for a maximum period of 5 days, subject to the 

discretion of the Centre Administrator. 

Video Conferencing Facility: 

OSC offers video conferencing facilities for police and court proceedings to 

ensure speedy and hassle-free legal processes. 

Aggrieved women can record statements from OSC using audio-video 

electronic means, facilitating compliance with legal procedures. 

Accessing One Stop Centre: 

A woman affected by violence can access the OSC in the following ways: 



 

 

 

Through any person, including public-spirited citizens, public servants, 

relatives, friends, NGOs, volunteers, etc. 

Through Women Helpline integrated with police, ambulance, and other 

emergency response helplines. 

Upon registering a complaint, a text message will be sent to relevant authorities, 

and a Unique ID Number will be generated for tracking and monitoring. 

Implementing Agency: 

State Government/UT Administration. 

Background: 

The Ministry of Women and Child Development formulated the One Stop 

Centre Scheme (popularly known as Sakhi) under the Umbrella Scheme for the 

National Mission for Empowerment of Women, including the Indira Gandhi 

Mattritav Sahyaog Yojana. 

The scheme has been in effect since April 1, 2015, and, as of 2022-23, it is 

subsumed into the Sambal sub-scheme of Mission Shakti. 

Achievements: 

Approximately 8.3 lakh women have received assistance through the One Stop 

Centres. 

The initiative addresses the diverse needs of women facing violence by 

providing comprehensive support services. 

Overview of the National Commission for Women 

Background: 

The National Commission for Women (NCW) was established as a statutory 

body in January 1992 under the National Commission for Women Act, 1990. 

Its primary objectives include reviewing constitutional and legal safeguards for 

women, recommending legislative measures, facilitating grievance redressal, 

and advising the government on policy matters affecting women. 

 

 



 

 

Brief History: 

The idea of setting up an apex body for women was recommended by the 

Committee on the Status of Women in India (CSWI) nearly two decades ago. 

The National Perspective Plan for Women (1988-2000) and successive 

committees emphasized the need for such a commission. 

Consultations were held in 1990 with NGOs, social workers, and experts 

regarding the structure and functions of the proposed commission. 

The Bill was introduced in the Lok Sabha in May 1990 and underwent 

amendments to empower the commission further. 

The Bill received the President's assent on August 30, 1990. 

The first commission was constituted on January 31, 1992, with Mrs. Jayanti 

Patnaik as the Chairperson, followed by subsequent commissions with different 

chairpersons. 

Mandate of the Commission (Section 10, National Commission for Women 

Act, 1990): 

Investigation and Examination: 

Investigate and examine matters related to the safeguards provided for women 

under the Constitution and other laws. 

Reporting: 

Present annual reports to the Central Government on the working of women's 

safeguards. 

Make recommendations for the effective implementation of safeguards and 

improving women's conditions. 

Review and Recommend Amendments: 

Review existing provisions of the Constitution and other laws affecting women. 

Recommend amendments to address lacunae, inadequacies, or shortcomings. 

Address Violations: 

Take up cases of violations of constitutional and legal provisions for women. 

 



 

 

Handling Complaints: 

Look into complaints related to the deprivation of women's rights. 

Take suo moto notice of matters concerning women's rights, non-

implementation of laws, non-compliance with policy decisions, and related 

issues. 

Special Studies and Investigations: 

Call for special studies or investigations into specific problems or situations 

related to discrimination and atrocities against women. 

Research and Promotion: 

Undertake promotional and educational research. Suggest ways to ensure due 

representation of women in all spheres. 

Advisory Role: 

Participate and advise on the socio-economic development planning for women. 

Evaluate the progress of women's development under the Union and any State. 

Inspections: 

Inspect jails, remand homes, women's institutions, or other places of custody 

where women are kept. 

Take up remedial action if necessary. 

Legal Support: 

Fund litigation involving issues affecting a large body of women. 

Periodical Reports: 

Make periodical reports to the Government on matters pertaining to women. 

Any Other Matters: 

Address any other matter referred to it by the Central Government. 

Reporting to Parliament: 

The Commission's reports are laid before each House of Parliament by the 

Central Government. 



 

 

If a report relates to a State Government, a copy is forwarded to that State 

Government, and it is laid before the Legislature of the State. 

Investigative Powers: 

While investigating matters, the Commission has the powers of a civil court, 

including summoning and enforcing attendance, requiring document 

production, receiving evidence on affidavits, requisitioning public records, and 

issuing commissions for witness examination. 

Composition of the National Commission for Women: 

Section - 3: National Commission for Women Act, 1990 

• Constitution of the Commission: 

o The Central Government is mandated to constitute a body known 

as the National Commission for Women. 

• Composition of the Commission: 

o The Commission shall consist of the following members: 

1. A Chairperson, nominated by the Central Government, who 

is committed to the cause of women. 

2. Five Members, nominated by the Central Government, 

selected from individuals with expertise, integrity, and 

standing in areas such as law or legislation, trade unionism, 

management of an industry with a potential focus on women, 

women's voluntary organizations (including women 

activists), administration, economic development, health, 

education, or social welfare. 

3. It is specified that at least one Member from each category 

shall be from among persons belonging to the Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

Member-Secretary: 

The Commission shall have a Member-Secretary, nominated by the Central 

Government, who must be: An expert in the field of management, 

organizational structure, or sociological movement; orAn officer who is a 

member of a civil service of the Union or an all-India service or holds a civil 

post under the Union with appropriate experience. 


