
 

 

1.'Reimagining Healthcare in India through Blended Finance' 

Topic: Governance 

In News: In a report titled 'Reimagining 

Healthcare in India through Blended 

Finance', the Aayog mentioned that 

India's healthcare spending is least among 

BRICS countries. 

More on the Topic: 

 The combined total government 
expenditure of both central and 
state is 1.29 per cent of GDP. 

 Brazil spends the most (9.2 per 
cent), followed by South Africa 
(8.1 per cent), Russia (5.3 per cent) and China (5 per cent). 

Hospital Sector of India: 

 The hospital sector in India accounts for 80 per cent of the total healthcare market. 

 "It was valued at USD 61.79 billion in FY17 and is expected to reach USD 132 billion by 
2023, growing at a CAGR of 16-17 per cent. 

 Health insurance contributes 20 per cent to the non-life insurance business, making it 
the second largest portfolio.  

 Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) could increase the penetration of health 
insurance in India from 34 per cent to 50 per cent. 

 COVID-19 pandemic provided an impetus for the expansion of the home healthcare 
market in India and with social distancing as the new norm, telemedicine solutions are 
fast emerging as a convenient alternative. 

 The market size for telemedicine in India is projected to growing at a CAGR of 31 per 
cent during 2020-25. 

Problems Faced By Indian Health Sector: 

 Lower Expenditure on Health: The Combined expenditure of Centre and States on 
Health is around 1.3% of India’s GDP, which translates into Rs 3 per person per day.  

 It is much below the target of 2.5% as set under the National Health Policy, 2017. 
Countries such as Bhutan (2.5%) and Sri Lanka (1.6%) spend more money on health as 
compared to us. 

 Low Insurance Penetration: 86% of people in rural areas and 82% in urban areas do not 
have access to insurance coverage. Problems- Forced to use their meagre savings, 
borrow money, or delay the treatment. 

 Out-of-pocket expenditure on Health: In case of India, Government spends only 35% of 
healthcare expenditure, while the major chunk 65% of expenditure is incurred by people 



 

 

themselves. At the global level, the average out-of-pocket expenditure is hardly around 
18%. 

 Lack of Accessibility: Most of the secondary and tertiary care hospitals are located in 
Tier-1 and Tier-2 Cities. Similarly, most of the doctors are unwilling to practice in Rural 
areas. 

 About 65 per cent of hospital beds in the country cater to almost 50 per cent of the 
population. 

 Other 50 per cent of the country's population living in the remaining 21 states and 8 
Union Territories (UTs) has access to only 35 per cent of hospital beds. 

 Lack of Affordability: The contribution of private sector in healthcare expenditure in 
India is around 80 percent while the rest 20 percent is contributed by Public Sector.  

 The private sector also provides for 58 percent of the hospitals and 81 percent of the 
doctors in India. However, since the private sector hospitals work on the profit motive 
and charge high fees, the private sector hospitals do not address the needs of the poor 
patients. 

 The number of beds must be increased by at least 30 per cent to ensure equitable 
access to healthcare facilities for people. 

 Blended finance is an approach towards financing where catalytic funding from 
public and philanthropic sources is utilised to mobilise additional private sector 
investment to realize social goals and outcomes. 

Source: PIB 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Carbon Capture and Utilisation  

Topic: Environment and Ecology 

In News: The Department 

of Science & Technology 

(DST) under the Union 

Ministry of Science and 

Technology has established 

the National Centre of 

Excellence in Carbon 

Capture and Utilisation 

(NCOE-CCU) at Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT) 

Bombay.  



 

 

More on the Topic: 

 The Centre’s primary focus of research will involve understanding the role of CO2 in the 
global climate and mitigation strategies of the CO2 emitted from the industrial and 
energy sector, ranging from advances in capture technologies to subsequent utilization 
of captured CO2. 

 Globally, power and industry account for about 50% of all greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions.  

 The Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage (CCUS) programme aim to reduce carbon 
emission by either storing or reusing, so that captured carbon dioxide does not enter the 
atmosphere. 

Carbon Capture, Utilisation and Storage: 

 Carbon Capture, Utilization and Storage (CCUS) is a crucial climate change mitigation 
solution that is constantly advancing in its technology readiness levels for operational 
feasibility and economic viability.  

 A co-benefit application of CCUS is enhanced oil and gas recovery, whereby CO2 is used 
to increase natural resource production. At the same time, a good part of the CO2 is 
stored in the subsurface. 

Source: Hindu 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Electronic National Agriculture Market (e-NAM)  

Topic: Government Schemes 

In News: Private entities providing 

services such as transportation, logistics, 

assaying, weather forecast and fintech 

will be integrated into the electronic 

National Agriculture Market (e-NAM).  

More on the Topic: 

 A move that would make more 
farmers use the platform to sell 
their produce to buyers of their 
choice. 

 Once the digital integration is completed, around 1.75 crores registered farmers, farmer 
producer organisations (FPOs), traders, commission agents and other stakeholders with 
the eNAM platform can avail themselves of these services. 

 The idea of the programme is to make available end-to-end services to farmers along 
with providing a platform for price discovery. 

About e-NAM: 



 

 

 e-NAM or the e-trading platform (online trading portal) for the National Agriculture 
Market (NAM) was launched in April 2016. 

 e – National Agriculture Market (e-NAM) is a pan-India electronic trading portal that 
nets the prevailing Agricultural Produce Market Committees (APMC) Mandis for making 
a united national market for agricultural commodities. 

 The e-NAM project would operate via the online portal that is linked to the states’ 
Mandis (Wholesale markets). All the participating states will be providing the software 
(Website and Mobile Application) for e-NAM at no cost. 

 

Source: Hindu 



 

 

4. The Integrated Management of Wetland 

Topic: Environment and Ecology 

 

In News: The Integrated Management of Wetland, Biodiversity and Ecosystems Services 

project, funded by the Global Environment Facility Trust Fund (GEFTF), has been allocated 

₹31.13 crore for a period of 5 years. 

More on the Topic: 

 The three wetlands included in the project are Sasthamcotta Lake in Kerala, Harike Lake 
in Punjab, and Kabartal in Bihar. 

 A project management unit (PMU) and National Project Steering Committee have been 
constituted to overlook the progress of the project. 

About Global Environment Facility Trust Fund: 

 The Global Environment Facility (GEF or the Facility) was established in the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD or World Bank) as a pilot program in 
order to assist in the protection of the global environment and promote thereby 
environmentally sound and sustainable economic development. 

 It was established in the eve of 1992 Rio Earth Summit. 

 The GEF shall operate, on the basis of collaboration and partnership among the 
Implementing Agencies, as a mechanism for international cooperation for the purpose 



 

 

of providing new and additional grant and concessional funding to meet the agreed 
incremental costs of measures to achieve agreed global environmental benefits. 

 The Focus areas are (a) biological diversity; (b) climate change; (c) international waters; 
(d) land degradation, primarily desertification and deforestation; (e) chemicals and 
wastes. 

 GEF Fund is available to developing countries and countries with economies in 
transition to meet the objectives of the international environment conventions and 
agreements . 

Source: Down To Earth 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 5. Food Fortification

Topic: Government Programs 

In News: The Union Minister of 

State for Consumer Affairs, Food 

and Public Distribution mentioned 

about Centrally Sponsored Pilot 

Scheme on "Fortification of Rice & 

its Distribution under Public 

Distribution System" in Rajya Sabha 

recently. 

 

More on the Topic: 

 Rice fortification refers to 
the addition of key vitamins 
and minerals to increase 
the nutritional value of rice. 

 The fortified Rice generally contains Vitamin A, Vitamin B1, Vitamin B12, Folic Acid, Iron 
and Zinc. 

 Rice can be fortified by adding a micronutrient powder to the rice that adheres to the 
grains or spraying the surface of ordinary rice grains in several layers with a vitamin and 
mineral mix to form a protective coating.  

 Rice can also be extruded and shaped into partially pre-cooked grain-like structures 
resembling rice grains, which can then be blended with natural polished rice.  

Importance of the Scheme:  

 India has very high levels of malnutrition among women and children. According to the 
Food Ministry, every second woman in the country is anemic and every third child is 
stunted. 



 

 

 India has slipped to 101st position in the Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2021 of 116 
countries, from its 2020 position of 94th. 

 The deficiency of micronutrients or micronutrient malnutrition, also known as “hidden 
hunger”, is a serious health risk. 

 Rice is one of India’s staple foods, consumed by about two-thirds of the population. Per 
capita rice consumption in India is 6.8 kg per month. Therefore, fortifying rice with 
micronutrients is an option to supplement the diet of the poor. 

Source: PIB 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Maharaja Surajmal 

Topic: Modern Indian History 

In News: The Prime Minister has paid 

tributes to Maharaja Surajmal on his 

Jayanti. 

 More on the Topic: 

 Born in 1707 in the kingdom of 
Bharatpur, Rajasthan, he ruled 
in the 18th century and was 
the son of the Jat chieftain 
Badan Singh. 

 He is described as “a strong 
leader who harried the Mughal 
empire in the anarchic period 
of its decline, consolidated the kingdom with its capital at Bharatpur. 

  He used the resources gained to build forts and palaces. Some of the importants 
monuments include the palace at Deeg and the Bharatpur Fort”. 

 Maharaja Surajmal was among those who played key roles in the battle third battle of 
Panipat. 

Source: Indian Express 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


