
 

 

1.Agri Cess on Crude oil 

Topic: Indian Economy 

In News: The Central government has 

reduced the Agri-cess on crude palm oil 

(CPO) from 7.5 per cent to 5 per cent. 

More on the Topic: 

 This will benefit the domestic 
edible oil refiners and also check 
prices of cooking oils. 

 After reduction of the agri-cess, the 
import tax gap between CPO and 
Refined Palm Oil has increased to 
8.25%.  

 The increase in the gap between the CPO and Refined Palm Oil will benefit the domestic 
refining industry to import crude oil for refining. 

 Price of edible oil was on higher side for last several month and was contributing 
towards food inflation. 

 The cess reduction measure is expected to curtail any unfair practices like hoarding, 
black marketing etc. of edible oils and oilseeds in the market which may lead to any 
increase in the prices of edible oils. 

Edible oil Sector Statistics: 

 Palm oil is currently the world’s most consumed vegetable oil. 

 It is used extensively in the production of detergents, plastics, cosmetics, and biofuels. 

 Top consumers of the commodity are India, China, and the European Union (EU). 

 India’s vegetable oil economy is the world's fourth largest after the USA, China & 
Brazil. 

 India is the largest edible oil importer importing about 68% of the country’s total edible 
oil requirement (22 MT). 

 Of the total oil imported around 60% of the edible oil import is palm oil and its 
derivatives from Indonesia and Malaysia. 

Source: Indian Express 
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2. Online Gambling 

Topic: Governance 

In News: Karnataka High Court struck down key 

amendments to the Karnataka Police Act, 1963, 

which were brought to ban all forms of gambling 

in the state, including online gambling, in order 

to “curb menace of gaming through the Internet, 

mobile apps”. 

More on the Topic: 

 However, nothing in the judgment shall be construed to prevent an appropriate 
legislation from being brought about concerning the subject that is betting and gambling 
in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. 

 Legal issues: One of the primary grounds on which the new gaming laws was challenged 
in Karnataka was that games of skill have been clubbed with games of chance in the 
definition of gaming in the new laws — if the games of skill are played for prizes or bets. 

 As per the law laid down by the Supreme Court in 1957, competitive games of skill are 
business activities protected under Article 19 (1) (g) of the Constitution. 

 Legislative competence: It has been argued that states do not have “legislative 
competence” to prohibit games of skill and that only games of chance can be regulated 
for gambling and betting. 

 Concerns Associated with Online Gaming: It can cause physical, emotional and social 
damages. 

 There are reported suicides and debt issues associated with online gaming. 
Source: Indian Express 
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3. New India Literacy Programme 

Topic: Government Policies 

In News: Intending to cover all aspects of adult education, 

the Ministry of Education (MoE) has approved the ‘New India 

Literacy Programme’ for the next five years, aligning with the 

National Education Policy (NEP).  

More on the Topic: 

 The objectives of the scheme are to impart not only 
foundational literacy and numeracy but also covers 
other components which are necessary for a citizen 
of 21st century such as critical life skills. 

 This including financial literacy, digital literacy, 
commercial skills, health care and awareness, child 
care and education, and family welfare); vocational 
skills development with a view towards obtaining 
local employment); basic education including 
preparatory, middle, and secondary stage 
equivalency.  

 Continuing education will include engaging in holistic 
adult education courses in arts, sciences, technology, culture, sports, and recreation, as 
well as other topics of interest or use to local learners, such as more advanced material 
on critical life skills. 

Implementation of the Scheme: 

 The scheme will be implemented via online mode through volunteerism. The training, 
orientation, workshops of volunteers might be organized through face-to-face mode.  

 All the resources and materials shall be provided digitally so that the registered 
volunteers can get easy access through digital modes like TV, radio, cell phone-based 
free, open-source apps, and portals. 

 The target is 5 (five) crore learners @ 1.00 crore per year by using “Online Teaching, 
Learning and Assessment System (OTLAS)” in collaboration with National Informatics 
Centre, NCERT and NIOS. 

 School will be Unit for implementation of the scheme. Schools to be used for 
conducting surveys of beneficiaries and Voluntary Teachers. 

 The beneficiaries would be Non-literates of the age of 15 years and above in all 
states/UTs in the country. 

Source: Financial Express 
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4. Chinese App Ban 

Topic: Government Schemes 

In News: The Ministry of Home Affairs has 

recommended a ban on 54 Chinese mobile 

applications. 

More on the Topic: 

 In 2020, the government had also banned 
TikTok and other popular short video apps 
from China. 

 MeitY had banned the earlier apps under 
Section 69A of the Information 
Technology Act, which states that the 
government has the “Power to issue 
directions for interception or monitoring or decryption of any information through any 
computer resource.”  

 This is usually when the government is “satisfied that it is necessary or expedient to do 
in the interest of the sovereignty or integrity of India, defence of India, security of the 
State, friendly relations with foreign States or public order or for preventing incitement 
to the commission of any cognizable offence relating to above or for investigation of any 
offence. 

Positive Implications of the Ban: 

 The decision to ban such apps in India is not only a geopolitical move but also a strategic 
trade manoeuvre that can have significant economic impact. 

 Banning these Chinese websites and applications to the Indian public effectively allows 
our home-grown IT talent to focus on the newly arrived Internet user. 

 As the Ladakh standoff still continues, banning these apps also sends a clear message 
from India that it will no longer be a victim of China’s Nibble and Negotiate policy and 
will review the norms of engagement. 

 The ban may affect one of China’s most ambitious goals, namely to become the digital 
superpower of the 21st century. 

Negative Implication of the Ban: 

 Data privacy and data security concerns are not limited only to Chinese apps. There is 
need for broad policy making covering all apps which intends to steal data. 

 The ban on Chinese mobile apps is a relatively soft target, as India remains reliant on 
Chinese products in several critical and strategically sensitive sectors. 

 Even though Indian techies are trying to fill the vacuum created by previous Chinese app 
ban there is not much quality apps developed leaving consumers with no replacement. 



 

 

Source: The Hindu 
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5. Japanese Industrial Townships 

Topic: International Relations 

In News: A Joint Meeting was held between India 

(Department for Promotion of Industry & Internal 

Trade (DPIIT)) and Japan (Ministry of Economy, 

Trade and Industry (METI)) for annual review of 

progress under Japanese Industrial Townships (JITs) 

in India.  

More on the Topic: 

 Japan Industrial Townships (JITs) were set 
up pursuant to the “Action Agenda for the India-Japan Investment and Trade Promotion 
and Asia-Pacific Economic Integration.” 

 Japan is the only country that has dedicated country-focused industrial townships across 
India.  

 These Japanese Industrial Townships (JITs) offer facilities such as, special Japan desks 
for translation and facilitation support, world class infrastructure facilities, plug and 
play facilities, residential clusters, and special incentives for Japanese companies.  

 There are ready to move in facilities and fully developed land available for allotment in 
these townships. 

Japan’s Investment in India: 

 As the 5th largest investor, Japan has contributed over USD 36.2 Billion in cumulative 
investments since 2000, especially in key sectors such as automobiles, Electronics 
System Design & Manufacturing (ESDM), Medical Devices, Consumer goods, Textiles, 
Food processing and Chemicals. 

Source: Hindu 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Sarojini Naidu 

Topic: Modern Indian History 

In News: Films Division is payed tribute to Sarojini Naidu, a doyen of 

Indian Independence movement, famously called as ‘Nightingale of 

India/ Bharat Kokila’, on her 143rd birth anniversary on 13 February, 

2022. 

More on the Topic: 

 She became the second woman president of the Indian National 
Congress.  



 

 

 She was the first woman Governor of an Indian state after independence. Her collection 
of poems earned her literary acclaim. In 1905, she published her first book, a collection 
of poems, under the title of "Golden Threshold". 

 Later, she also published two other collections called "The Bird of Time", and "The 
Broken Wings".  

 Apart from poetry, she also penned articles and essays like ‘Words of Freedom’ on her 
political beliefs and social issues like women empowerment. 

Source: Hindu 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Chennaveer Kanavi 

Topic: Important Personalities in News 

In News: A prominent figure in Kannada literature Chennaveer Kanavi 

has passed away recently. 

More on the Topic: 

 Kanavi has published more than 55 books, including collections 
of essays and on literary criti- cism. 

 Besides awards from central and state sahitya academies, he 
was conferred Pampa and Nadoja awards in recognition of his contribution to literature. 

Source: Hindu 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. World Sustainable Development Summit 

Topic: Environment and Ecology 

In News: The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) is 

organising their annual flagship event World Sustainable 

Development Summit (WSDS) 2022 in collaboration with 

the Union ministry of environment, forest & climate. 

More on the Topic: 

 The theme of the summit is ‘Towards a Resilient 
Planet: Ensuring a Sustainable Sustainable and 
Equitable Future’. 

 World Sustainable Development Summit is the 
sole Summit on global issues taking place in the 
developing world. 

 It provides a platform for global leaders and practitioners to discuss and deliberate over 
climatic issues of universal importance. 

 It strives to provide long-term solutions for the benefit of the global community by 
assembling the world’s most enlightened leaders and thinkers on a single platform. 



 

 

 It is continuing the legacy of Delhi Sustainable Development Summit (DSDS) which was 
initiated in 2001 with the aim of making ‘sustainable development’ a globally shared 
goal. 

More on Sustainable Development: 

 Sustainable development can be defined as development that meets the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 
needs. 

 According to United Nations, there are four dimensions to sustainable development 
namely society, environment, culture and economy; which are intertwined, not 
separate. 

Source: Hindu 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

MCQs: 

1. Which of the following statement/s is/are true? 

1.The idea of Fundamental Duties is inspired from the Constitution of Russia. 

2.The duties are justiciable in nature.  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans a 

2.Which of the following ministries launched SVAMITVA Scheme?  

(a) Ministry of Agriculture and farmers welfare 

(b) Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology 

(c) Ministry of Women and Child Development 

(d) Ministry of Panchayati Raj 

Ans: d  

3.Democracy index is published by?  

(a) United Nations 



 

 

(b) UNHCR 

(c) Economic Intelligence Unit 

(d) World Democracy Foundation 

Ans: c 

4. Which of the following statement/s are true?  

1.Peninsular plateau is one of the oldest and the most stable landmass of India. 

2.Delhi ridge in the northwest, the Rajmahal hills in the east, Gir range in the west and the Cardamom 

hills in the south constitute the outer extent of the Peninsular plateau.  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans c 

5.Which of the following planets do insights mission associated with?  

(a) Venous 

(b) Mars 

(c) Neptune 

(d) Saturn 

Ans: b 


