
 

 

 1. Scheme For Economic Empowerment Of DNTs (SEED) 

Topic: Government Schemes 

In News: The Minister 

of Social Justice and 

Empowerment 

launched the Scheme 

for Economic 

Empowerment of 

DNTs (SEED) for the 

welfare of De-notified, 

Nomadic and Semi 

Nomadic 

Communities. 

More on the Topic: 

 The Scheme will have following four components over a period of 5 years starting 
Financial Year 2021-22 to 2025-26. 

 To provide coaching of good quality for DNT/NT/SNT candidates to enable them to 
appear in competitive examinations. 

 To provide health insurance to DNT/NT/SNT Communities. 

 To facilitate livelihoods initiative at community level to build and strengthen small 
clusters of DNT/NT/SNT Communities institutions. 

 To provide financial assistance for construction of houses to members of the 
DNT/NT/SNT Communities. 

About Denotified Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes: 

 The De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes are the most neglected, 
marginalized and economically and socially deprived communities.  

 Most of them have been living a life of destitution for generations and still continue to 
do so with an uncertain and gloomy future.  

 De-notified, Nomadic and Semi- nomadic Tribes somehow escaped the attention of our 
developmental framework and thus are deprived of the support unlike Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes. 

 Historically, these communities never had access to private land or home ownership. 
These tribes used forests and grazing lands for their livelihood and residential use and 
had “strong ecological connections.  

 Many of them are dependent upon various types of natural resources and carve out 
intricate ecological niches for their survival. The changes in ecology and environment 
seriously affect their livelihood options. 

Shri Bhiku Ramji Idate Commission: 



 

 

 The Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment constituted National Commission for De-
Notified, Nomadic and Semi Nomadic Tribes for a period of three years under Shri Bhiku 
Ramji Idate. 

 In its report, the commission prepared draft lists of DNT/NT/SNT Communities. The 
details of the number of DNT/NT/SNT communities. 

 Based on the National Commission’s recommendations, the Ministry of Social Justice 
and Empowerment has constituted the Development and Welfare Board for De-notified, 
Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Communities (DWBDNCs) in 2019.  

 The Board has been mandated to formulate and implement welfare and development 
programmes for these communities. 

Source: Indian Express 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. STEM Cell 

Topic: Health 

 
In News: A patient with leukaemia in the United States has become the first woman and the 

third person to date to be cured of HIV after receiving a stem cell transplant. 

More on the Topic: 

 A stem cell is a cell with the unique ability to develop into specialized cell types in the 
body. 

 These cells provide new cells for the body as it grows, and replace specialized cells that 
are damaged or lost. In the future, they will be used to replace cells and tissues that have 
been damaged or lost due to disease. 

All stem cells regardless of their source have three general properties: 



 

 

 They are capable of dividing and renewing themselves for long periods 

 They are unspecialized 

 They can give rise to specialized cell types 
There are 3 types under this classification 

 Embryonic stem cells: These are the Stem cells that exist only during the earliest stage 
of development. 

 Adult stem cells: These are the cells that can multiply when there is a need to repair 
adult organs and tissues. These cells are present in almost all organs of the human body. 

 Induced pluripotent stem cells or iPSC’s:  
Source: Indian Express 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Tectonic Evolution and Nature of Greater Maldive Ridge 

Topic: Geography 

In News: Indian researchers have 

traced the tectonic evolution and 

the nature of the Greater Maldive 

Ridge (GMR); a very crucial 

geodynamic feature in the western 

Indian Ocean, whose origin has 

been the centre of many scientific 

debates. 

More on the Topic: 

 The Maldive Ridge is an 
aseismic ridge that is not 
associated with 
earthquake activities. This ridge, located in the western Indian Ocean, southwest of 
India. 

 The study can help reconstruct the original Gondwanaland break up and dispersal that 
led to the present-day configuration of continents, continental fragments, and 
formation of ocean basins in the Indian Ocean. 

 The results from their study can provide additional constraints in understanding the 
plate-tectonic evolution of the Indian Ocean, better. 

The Plate Tectonics Theory: 

 From the continental drift theory, convection current theory and the theory of seafloor 
spreading, the theory of Plate Tectonics was formulated. 

 According to the theory of plate tectonics, the earth’s lithosphere is broken into 
distinct plates which are floating on a ductile layer called asthenosphere (upper part of 
the mantle). 



 

 

 Plates move horizontally over the asthenosphere as rigid units. 

 The lithosphere includes the crust and top mantle with its thickness range varying 
between 5-100 km in oceanic parts and about 200 km in the continental areas. 

 The oceanic plates contain mainly the Simatic crust and are relatively thinner, while the 
continental plates contain Sialic material and are relatively thicker. 

 Lithospheric plates (tectonic plates) vary from minor plates to major plates, continental 
plates (Arabian plate) to oceanic plates (Pacific plate), sometimes a combination of both 
continental and oceanic plates (Indo-Australian plate). 

 The movement of these crustal plates (due to convection currents in the mantle) causes 
the formation of various landforms and is the principal cause of all earth movements. 

Source: Financial Express 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Reserved Forest 

Topic: Environment and Ecology 

In News: The Delhi government has 

notified forest land in two villages in 

South Delhi as ‘reserved forest’. 

More on the Topic: 

 Reserved forests are under 
the direct supervision of the 
government and no public 
entry is allowed for 
collection of timber or 
grazing of cattle. About 53 
per cent of the total forest 
area falls in this category. 

Other Catogory of Forest Based on 

Protection Status: 

 Protected Forests: The State 
Government is empowered 
to constitute any land other 
than reserved forests as protected forests over which the Government has proprietary 
rights and the power to issue rules regarding the use of such forests. 

 This power has been used to establish State control over trees, whose timber, fruit or 
other non-wood products have revenue-raising potential. 

 Village forest: Village forests are the one in which the State Government may assign to 
‘any village community the rights of Government to or over any land which has been 
constituted a reserved forest’. 

Biosphere reserves, Wildlife Sanctuaries and National Parks: 



 

 

 Biosphere reserves: A reserved area of land established by the government to protect 
the environment as a whole. 

 A typical biosphere reserve is divided into the following 

 Core (no human activity is there),  

 Buffer (limited human activity is permitted),  

 Manipulation zone (several human activities can occur in this zone). 

 Wildlife Sanctuaries: It is a natural habitat, owned by the government or private agency, 
that safeguards a particular species of birds and animals.  

 Restrictions are less and open to visitations by the general public. 

 National Parks: Notified areas that cover a larger area of land which may cover multiple 
National Parks, Sanctuaries, and reserves as well. 

 Highly restricted access, random access to the general public is not allowed. 
Source: The Hindu 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. National Maritime Security Coordinator 

Topic: Internal Security 

In News: Chief of Navy Vice 

Admiral G Ashok Kumar, has been 

appointed as the country’s first 

National Maritime Security 

Coordinator (NMSC).  

More on the Topic: 

 Proposed after the 26/11 
terror attacks, the NMSC 
will be part of the National 
Security Council Secretariat, 
and will report to National 
Security Adviser Ajit Doval. 

 The coordinator will have the responsibility of coordinating between all the agencies 
involved in maritime security and maritime civil issues as well.  

 He will also be tasked with improving the country’s blue economy needs.  

 He will look at all aspects of maritime security, and will be the nodal point for all issues 
related to it. 

 He will also be mandated to ensure better coordination between the different 
authorities that work on maritime issues, but work independently. 

 The need for such a coordinating agency was first expressed by the Group of Ministers 
formed after the Kargil War. 

Source: Hindu 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

6. Capacity Development Scheme 

Topic: Government Schemes 

In News: The Union Cabinet approved the 

continuation of the capacity development (CD) 

scheme. 

More on the Topic: 

 The capacity development scheme is an 
ongoing central sector scheme of MoSPI 
with an overall objective to augment 
infrastructural, technical as well as 
manpower resources for enabling 
availability of credible and timely official 
statistics. 

 The scheme comprises capacity 
development (Main) scheme and two sub schemes viz. support for statistical 
strengthening (SSS) and economic census (EC). 

 It encompasses all statistical and data management activities of the ministry and plays a 
crucial role in generation and maintenance of official statistical system of the country. 

Source: Hindu 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Rani Velu Nachiyar 

Topic: Important Personalities in News 

In News: Rani Velu Nachiyar is in news related to Republic day 

Tableau. 

 More on the Topic: 

 Rani Velu Nachiyar was known to be one of the earliest 
female freedom fighters during the Indian independence 
struggle. She fought valiantly against the British as she 
protected her kingdom from the oppressive colonial rule. 

 Rani Velu Nachiyar joined hands with Maruthu Brothers 
and also received aid from Haider Ali, the king of 
Mysore during their battle with the British in 1772 to 
protect the Sivaganga Kingdom. After a fierce battle of seven years, she was finally able 
to restore the Sivaganga Kingdom from the British.  

Source: Hindu 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

8. Solar waste handling policy 

Topic: Environment and Ecology 

In News: According to the 

International Renewable Energy 

Agency (IRENA), India needs a firm 

policy on managing waste that 

results from used solar panels or 

from the manufacturing process.  

More on the Topic: 

 The International Renewable 
Energy Agency (IRENA) has 
estimated that the global 
photovoltaic waste will touch 78 million tonnes by 2050. 

 According to IRENA, it is estimated that the global photovoltaic waste will touch 78 
million tonnes by 2050 with India expected to be one of the top five photovoltaic-waste 
creators. 

 India is expected to be one of the top five generators of such waste. 

 India currently considers solar waste a part of electronic waste and does not account 
for it separately. 

Source: Hindu 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

MCQs: 

1. Which of the following statement/s is/are true? 

1.The concept of DPSP emerged from Irish Constitution. 

2.Constitutional Provisions: Part IV of the Constitution of India contains the Directive Principles of 

State Policy (DPSP).  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans c 

2.Which of the following are tributaries of Kaveri river?  



 

 

(a) Harangi, Hemavati, Kabini 

(b)Ghataprabha, the Malaprabha, the Bhima 

(c) Pravara, the Purna, the Manjra 

(d) Gomti, Son, Gandak 

Ans: a 

3.PAHAL scheme is launched by?  

(a) Ministry of Panchayati Rai 

(b) Ministry of Women and Child Development 

(c) Ministry of Agriculture 

(d) The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas 

Ans: d 

4. Which of the following statement/s are true?  

1.The Western Ghats, also known as the Sahyadri Hills.  

2.It is one of the Twenty hotspots of biological diversity in the world.  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans a 

5. Nokrek biosphere reserve is located at?  

(a) Assam 

(b) Meghalaya 

(c) Odisha 

(d) Chhattisgarh 

Ans: b 


