
 

 

1. Resource Crunch in the Judiciary 
In News: Chief Justice Ramana has 

commented on the imminent need 

for filling up the vacancies and 

increase the number of judges in 

the higher judiciary. 

More on the Topic: 

 Total sanctioned strength of 
judicial officers in the 
country is 24,280, but the 
number of court halls 
available is just 20,143 

 The Indian judiciary faces high vacancies across all levels (the Supreme Court, High 
Courts, and subordinate courts). 

 The total sanctioned judicial strength in the 25 High Courts is 1,080. 

 However, the present working strength is 661 with 419 vacancies as on March 1. 

 Some of these High Courts are functioning only with half their sanctioned judicial 
strength. 

 On average, the courts suffered at least 40% judicial vacancies. 

 Vacancy of judges in courts is one of the reasons for delays and a rising number of 
pending cases, as there are not enough judges to hear and decide cases. 

 More than four crore cases are pending across all courts in India. 
About the Infrastructure Deficit in the Judiciary : 

 Only 32% of the courtrooms have separate record rooms and only 51% of the court 
complexes have a library. 

 Only 5% of the court complexes have basic medical facilities. 

 There are only 17,800 residential units 

 26% of the court complexes do not have separate ladies toilets and 16% do not have 
gents toilets. 

 One of the reason for underdevelopment of court infrastructure is underutilisation of 
allocated funds. 

 Of a total of ₹981.98 crore sanctioned in 2019-20 under the Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme (CSS) to the States and Union Territories for development of infrastructure in 
the courts, only ₹84.9 crore was utilised by a combined five States, rendering the 
remaining 91.36% funds unused. 

Way Ahead: 

 CJI asked for creation of a National Judicial Infrastructure Authority of India (NJIAI). 
Chief Justice of India could be the patron-in-chief of the NJIAI. 



 

 

 NJIAI should be placed under the Supreme Court of India. It will take control of the 
budgeting and infrastructure development of subordinate courts in the country. 

 NJIAI could work as a central agency with each State having its own State Judicial 
Infrastructure Authority. 

 Members would be High court judges and Central Government Officers. 

 The Law Commission of India (1987) had noted that it is important to do manpower 
planning for the judiciary. 

 

Source: Hindu, Indian Express and BBC 

 

 2. Finland and Sweden NATO Membership 
Topic: International Relations 

In News: Sweden and Finland dismissed 

the Russian threat of serious military and 

political consequences if they were to 

become members of NATO. 

More on the Topic: 

 Along with Austria, Ireland, Cyprus 
and Malta, Finland and Sweden are 
two EU states that are not members 
of NATO yet. Since the end of the 
Second World War, both countries 
remained militarily neutral. 

 The two countries had also 
consciously remained politically 
neutral in the 1990s, but that stance 
changed when they joined the European Union in 1995.  

 This is, in part, due to their policies of military non-alignment, but over the past few 
years, increase in what both countries view as Russian aggression, have prompted 
discussions of a potential NATO membership. 

About NATO: 

 It is an intergovernmental military alliance based on the North Atlantic Treaty which was 
signed on 4 April 1949. 

 The organization constitutes a system of collective defence whereby its member states 
agree to mutual defence in response to an attack by a non-member external party.  

 NATO’s headquarters are located in the city of Brussels, Belgium. 



 

 

 Since its founding, the admission of new member states has increased the alliance from 
the original 12 countries to 30. The most recent member state to be added to NATO was 
North Macedonia on 27 March 2020. 

 NATO membership is open to “any other European state in a position to further the 
principles of this Treaty and to contribute to the security of the North Atlantic area.” 

Source: Indian Express 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. National Science Day 

Topic: Science and Technology 

 In News: February 28 is celebrated as National Science Day 

to mark the invention of the Raman Effect. 

More on the Topic: 

 The day celebrates historic Indian physicist, CV 
Raman and promotes the youth of India to follow in 
his footsteps.  

 This year, the theme of the celebrations is 
‘Integrated Approach in Science and Technology for 
Sustainable Future’. 

 The day is celebrated to encourage youth to 
understand the aspects of science and develop an interest in it.  The goal is to explain 
the importance of science among people. 

About Raman Effect: 

 Raman Effect explains the change in the wavelength of light that occurs when a light 
beam is deflected by molecules. 

 He observed the phenomena in 1921 when he noticed the blue colour of the 
Mediterranean Sea and icebergs.  

 He performed various experiments and was the first one to publish the observations in 
1928. 

Source: Indian Express 
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4. Cyclone Emnati 

Topic: Geography 

In News: Tropical Cyclone Emnati has wreaked havoc 

on Madagascar. 

More on the Topic: 

 Emnati will be the fifth extreme weather event 
this year, and fourth tropical storm to make 
landfall in Madagascar in one month, following 
Tropical Storm Ana, Tropical Cyclone Batsirai, 
Tropical Storm Duma. 

 Madagascar is an island country in the Indian 
Ocean, located off the coast of East Africa 
across the Mozambique Channel. 

 Madagascar is a biodiversity hotspot; over 90% 
of its wildlife is endemic. 

About Cyclones: 

 Tropical cyclones are violent storms that originate over oceans in tropical areas and 
move over to the coastal areas bringing about large scale destruction due to violent 
winds (squalls), very heavy rainfall (torrential rainfall) and storm surge. 

 They are irregular wind movements involving closed circulation of air around a low 
pressure center.  

 This closed air circulation (whirling motion) is a result of rapid upward movement of hot 
air which is subjected to Coriolis force. The low pressure at the center is responsible for 
the wind speeds. 

Source:The Hindu 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Narsinh Mehta  

Topic: Personalities in News 

In News: Researchers in Gujarat have discovered a new 

species of spider and named it Narsinhmehtai, in honour of 

Narsinh Mehta, 

More on the Topic: 

 He is a 15th century poet who was a devotee of Lord 
Krishna. 

 Mehta penned more than 750 poems, called padd in 
Gujarat. They mainly deal with devotion to Lord 
Krishna, gyan (wisdom) vairagya (detachment from 
worldly affairs).  



 

 

 Others like Shalmshano Vivah, Kunvarbainu Mameru, Hundi and Harmala are believed 
to be autobiographical accounts of different occasions in his life.  

 Vaishanavajn to tene kahiye, Mahatma Gandhi’s favourite bhajan is Mehta’s creation. 

 Controversy: Members of Nagar sub-caste group of Brahmin community, in which 
Mehta was born admirers the poet objected to the nomenclature. 

 Let’s Remember: Sider belongs to Arachnids which include a diverse group of 
invertebrates. They help in keeping insect populations under control. 

Source: Indian Express 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Market infrastructure institutions 

Topic: Economy 

In News: Securities and Exchange Board of India 

(SEBI) noted that The National Stock Exchange 

(NSE), the country's largest equities and 

derivatives exchange is a systemically important 

market infrastructure institution (MII). 

More on the Topic: 

 Bimal Jalan Committee (2010) defined 
MIIs are systemically important for India 
as these institutions have seen 
phenomenal growth in terms of the market capitalization of listed companies, capital 
raised and the number of investor accounts with brokers and depositories and the value 
of assets held in the depositories account. 

 Stock exchanges, depositories and clearing houses are all Market Infrastructure 

Institutions(MIIs) and constitute a key part of the nation’s vital economic 

infrastructure.  
Significance of Market Infrastructure Institutions: 

 Any failure of MIIs could result in an overall economic downfall that could potentially 
extend beyond the boundaries of the securities market.  

 Hence, the governance and oversight of MIIs are absolutely critical, and they need to 
be of the highest standards.  

 For instance, SEBI has set out norms stipulating timelines within which a stock exchange 
has to take action if its technology fails, including rules for a switchover to back up 
servers as part of the disaster recovery in an institution that enables transactions 
running into thousands of crores of rupees daily. 

Source: Indian Express 

_____________________________________________________________________________-- 

 

 



 

 

7.  Joint military exercise 'Dharma Guardian'   

Topic: International Relations 

In News: The contingent of Japan Ground Self-

Defense Force (JGSDF) arrived in India to take 

part in the 12 days long 'Exercise Dharma 

Guardian'. 

More on the Topic: 

 It will be conducted at foreign training 
node, Belagavi (Belgaum, Karnataka). 

 The joint exercise schedule includes house 
interventions drills, raid on terrorist hideouts in semi urban terrain, combat first aid, 
unarmed combat & close quarter combat firing where both sides will jointly train, plan 
and execute a series of well-developed tactical drills for neutralisation of likely threats. 

 Special emphasis is being laid on enhancing tactical skills to fight global terrorism and on 
enhancing inter-operability between the forces and to promote Army to Army relations. 

 Other Military Exercises between India and Japan include JIMEX (naval), SHINYUU Maitri 
(Air Force) and Exercise Malabar. 

 Exercise Malabar: India and Japan with the United States and Australia participate in 
the naval wargaming exercise named Malabar. 

Source: Indian Express 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

MCQs: 

1. Which of the following statement/s is/are true? 

1 Narsinh mehta was a 15th-century Shaivaite poet-saint of Gujarat. 

2. He was a devotee of lord krishna and penned more than 750 poems, called padd in Gujarat.  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: b 

2. Global Competitive Index is published by?  



 

 

(a) World Economic Forum (WEF) 

 (b) The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) 

 (c) International Institute for Management Development (IMD) 

(d) World Bank 

Ans: a 

3.  Which of the following countries is not a part of Malabar exercise? 

 (a) USA 

(b) Australia 

(c) UK 

(d) Japan 

Ans: c 

4. Which of the following statement/s are true?  

1. Ahom kings ruled large parts of what is now Assam. 

 2. The battle of Alaboi is related to Ahom kingdom.  

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans c 

5. Simlipal Bio reserve is located at?  

(a) Mizoram 

(b) Gujarat 

(c) Odisha 

(d) Himachal Pradesh 

Ans: c 


