
 

 

1.  One Nation One Election
Topic: Polity and Governance 

 
In News:  Chief Election commissioner has said that the Election Commission is ready to hold 

simultaneous elections on the lines of ‘One Nation One Election’.  

More on the Topic: 

Pros of Simultaneous Election: 

 Money and administrative expense will be drastically cut, political parties spend a lot 
on elections campaigning. 

 Imposition of model code of conduct for long time during different elections is 
hampering developmental and welfare activities. With one nation one election 
approach welfare functions won’t be hampered.  

 Government will have more time for constructive work as each election time MPs and 
MLAs completely divert attention in to election. 

 The ruling parties will be able to focus on legislation and governance rather than having 
to be in campaign mode forever. 

 The entire State and District level administrative and security machinery will be busy 
with the conduct of elections twice in a period of five years as per the current practice. 
This can be avoided. 

 Large numbers of teachers are involved in the electoral process which causes 
maximum harm to the education sector. 

The cons of implementing simultaneous Elections: 

 Large national parties would reap the economies of scale of one large election every 
five years, the regional parties are at the position of disadvantage. 

 Simultaneous elections would involve arbitrary curtailment or extension of the tenure 
of a House, the legal propriety of which is questionable. 

 Such a measure would undermine federalism as well as representative democracy. 
About the Challenges: 



 

 

 To conduct simultaneous elections in India, many amendments to the constitution of 
India are to be made. Examples are the following. 

 Article 83 of the Constitution provides for the tenure of both Houses of the Parliament 
(Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha). 

 Article 83(2)11 provides for a term of five years for Lok Sabha, from the date of its first 
sitting unless dissolved earlier. 

 Article 172 (1) provides for five year tenure for State Legislative Assembly from the date 
of its first sitting. 

 Our parliamentary system is complex, different and difficult compared to other parts of 
the country. 

 Parliamentary form of government in which government is accountable and can fall 
before it completes its term. 

 Need of political consensus because it requires constitutional amendment. 
Recommendations: 

 Law Commission of India recommended simultaneous elections to Lok Sabha and State 
Legislative. 

 79th report of the parliamentary standing committee on Law and Justice 
recommended a two phase election schedule – one concurrent with Lok Sabha 
elections, the second in the mid-term of the Lok Sabha. 

Way Ahead: 

 Complexities of our parliamentary system should be considered while decision making 
of changing election patterns. 

 More research and consensus building activities involving think tanks, government 
officials and representatives of political parties should be mandatory followed before 
implementation of one nation one election in India. 

Source: Financial Express 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 2. India’s Wheat Export on Rise

Topic: Indian Economy  

In News: Amid the spike in 

wheat exports from India in 

the aftermath of Russia's war 

with Ukraine, India could seize 

the opportunity to become the 

largest wheat exporter in the 

world.  

More on the Topic: 

 Russia and Ukraine 
together comprise 25 
per cent of the world's 
wheat exports.  

 Although India is the second-largest wheat producer in the world, it accounts for less 
than 1 per cent of the global export of wheat.  

 Presently due to the ongoing war in Ukraine, and the subsequent disruption in the 
market there, India could step in to fill the gap. 

 India's exports increased by a whopping 387 per cent in April-Jun 2022 YoY. 

India’s Advantageous Position: 

 India's wheat production is estimated to touch a new record of 111.32 million tonnes in 
the 2021-22 crop year (July-June) as against 109.59 million tonnes in the previous year. 

 India has large inventories of Wheat and has recently had five consecutive record annual 
crops. 

  Moreover, it will be to India's advantage as the new rabi (winter) wheat crop will be 
available in the market from March 15 onwards compared to other global wheat 
producers. Other global players will enter the market later after the end of their 
summer season. 

About Wheat Crop: 

 Wheat is the second most important cereal crop and the main food crop, in north and 
north-western India. 

 Success of Green Revolution contributed to the growth of Rabi crops especially wheat. 

 Ideal Temperature: Between 10-15°C (Sowing time) and 21-26°C (Ripening & Harvesting) 
with bright sunlight. 

 Ideal Rainfall: Around 75-100 cm. 

 Ideal Soil Type: Well-drained fertile loamy and clayey loamy (Ganga-Satluj plains and 
black soil region of the Deccan) 

 Top Wheat Producing States: Uttar Pradesh > Punjab > Madhya Pradesh > Haryana > 
Rajasthan. 



 

 

Source: Business Today 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3.Permanent Normal Trade Relations 

Topic: International Affairs 

 In News: US is planning to revoke Russia's permanent normal trade 

relations status because of its invasion of Ukraine.  

More on the Topic: 

 That would mean Russia would be one of only three countries 
to not have normal trade relationships with the United States 
– the other two are Cuba and North Korea 

 The revocation would allow for significantly higher duties on 
imports of Russian goods. 

 The move comes as the G-7 and European Union take similar moves to revoke Russia's 
"most favored nation" status. Canada revoked that status for Russia last week. 

About Permanent Normal Trade Relations: 

 It is a legal designation in the United States for free trade with a foreign nation. 

 In the United States, the name was changed from most favored nation (MFN) to PNTR in 
1998. 

 MFN status means that the receiving nation will be granted all trade advantages, such as 
low tariffs, that any other nation also receives. 

 Granting of permanent normal trade relations status is automatic, except where 
specifically denied by law. 

Source: Indian Express 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4.Char Dham Highway Development Project     

Topic: Art and Culture 
In News: The SC has appointed 

ex-judge Sikri as Char Dham 

project panel head. 

More on the Topic: 

 The project envisages 
construction of 900-km 
roads to provide all-
weather connectivity to 
four holy towns; 
Yamunotri, Gangotri, 
Kedarnath and Badrinath  
in Uttarakhand. 

 The highway will be called 
Char Dham 
Mahamarg(Char Dham 
Highway) and the highway 
construction project will 
be called Char Dham 
Mahamarg Vikas Pariyojana(Char Dham Highway Development Project). 

 The highway has strategic importance as it acts as feeder roads for connecting with the 
China border. 

 The project ran in to controversy related to environmental concerns. Supreme Court 
noted the need for balancing strategic priorities with environmental concerns. 

Source: The Hindu 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 5. Indian Pangolin    

Topic: Environment and Ecology 

 
In News: Forest officials seized live pangolins from the Valmiki Tiger Reserve of Bihar.  

More on the Topic: 

 The Indian pangolin (Manis crassicaudata), is protected under Schedule I of the Wild 
Life (Protection) Act, 1972. Poaching or other crimes against the species can attract 
serious penalties. 

 Pangolin scales and body parts are used for preparing traditional medicines in some 
Asian countries, for which the mammal is in high demand in the international trafficking 
market. Smugglers prefer live pangolins, which fetch more money (in lakhs) than the 
scales. 

About Pangolin: 

 Pangolin continues to be the world’s most trafficked mammal. 

 The Indian pangolin is the largest among eight pangolin species. 

 The nocturnal animal lives in burrows and feed on ants and termites. 

 Indian Pangolin is widely distributed in India, except the arid region, high Himalayas and 
the North-East. 

 The species is also found in Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal and Sri Lanka. 

 IUCN Status: Indian Pangolin: Endangered 

 Chinese Pangolin: Critically Endangered 
Source: Down to Earth 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

6. SVAMITVA Scheme  

Topic: Government Schemes 

 
In News: Panchayati Raj and Rural Development Ministry has launched SMS sending 

functionality to inform MPs/ MLAs about commencement of drone flying in their constituency 

under SVAMITVA Scheme. 

More on the Topic: 

 SVAMITVA stands for ‘Survey of Villages Abadi and Mapping with Improvised 
Technology in Village Areas’. 

 SVAMITVA Scheme was launched in 2020 under the Ministry of Panchayati Raj. 

 It aims to provide Record of Rights/Property Cards in rural areas through surveying 
drone technology. 

 It aims to cover all the villages by 2025. 

 When the property records will be prepared by surveying more than 2.5 lakh Panchayats 
across the country under the SVAMITVA Scheme, then the available data will prove to 
be very useful in the implementation of many schemes across the country. 



 

 

 The property cards issued would be useful in availing credit facility from banks. 

 It would also reduce land related cases in various courts. 
Indian Express 

_____________________________________________________________________________-- 

7. National Crime Records Bureau  

Topic: Polity and Governance 

In News: The 37th Foundation Day of National 

Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) was celebrated 

(11th March 1986).  

More on the Topic: 

 It is a government agency, established 
in 1986, for collecting and analyzing 
crime data as defined by the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC) and Special and Local 
Laws (SLL). 

 Headquartered at New Delhi, India 

 It functions under the administrative 
control of the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

 NCRB Collate information and maintain 
statistics on crime and criminals at the 
national level. 

 It functions as the National storehouse of fingerprint (FP) records of convicted persons 
including FP records of foreign criminals. 

Source: Hindustan Times 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MCQs: 

1. Which of the following statement/s is/are true? 

1 SVAMITVA, a Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of Rural Development. 

2. The scheme utilizes drone technology. 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 



 

 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: b 

2. In India, separation of judiciary from the executive is enjoined by 

(a)  the Preamble of the Constitution 

(b)  The Directive Principle of State Policy  

(c)  the Seventh Schedule  

(d)  the conventional practice 

 Ans: b 

3.  Which one of the following categories of Fundamental Rights incorporate protection against 

untouchability as a form of discrimination? 

(a) Right against Exploitation 

(b) Right to Freedom 

(c) Right to Constitutional Remedies 

(d) Right to Equality 

Ans: d 

4. Which of the following statement/s are true?  

1. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY) is a nationwide placement-linked 

skill training program. 

 2. It has been funded by the Ministry of Rural Development. 

 (a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans c 

5. Rajya Sabha has equal powers with Lok Sabha in?  



 

 

(a) the matter of creating new All India Services 

(b) amending the Constitution 

(c) the removal of the government 

 (d) making cut motions 

Ans: b 

 


