
 

 

1. World Happiness report 

Topic: Report and Indices 

In News: World happiness report 2022 

has been released recently.  

More on the Topic: 

 For the fifth straight year, Finland 
has been ranked as the happiest 
country in the world. It is among 
the five Nordic countries featuring 
in the top 10 ranks. 

 The World Happiness Report uses 
global survey data to find out how 
people evaluate their own lives in 
more than 150 countries around 
the world. 

 The 2022 report is based on 
average data collected over a 
three-year period. Per capita GDP, 
social support, healthy life 
expectancy, freedom, generosity, 
and corruption levels are among 
the factors taken into account for the report. 

 India ranks 136 on the 2022 World Happiness Report. It is among the 11 least happy 
countries. 

 Among the South Asian nations, only Taliban-ruled Afghanistan fared worse than India. 
About World Happiness Report: 

 The World Happiness Report is a publication of the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network. 

  It contains articles and rankings of national happiness, based on respondent ratings of 
their own lives, which the report also correlates with various (quality of) life factors. 

 Nepal (84), Bangladesh (94), Pakistan (121) and Sri Lanka (127) managed to get better 
ranks in the list. 

 Data is collected from people in over 150 countries. Each variable measured reveals a 
populated-weighted average score on a scale running from 0 to 10 that is tracked over 
time and compared against other countries.  

 These variables currently include: 

 real GDP per capita 

 social support 

 healthy life expectancy 

 freedom to make life choices 

 generosity 



 

 

 perceptions of corruption 
Source: The Hindu 

2. India hopes for permanent presence in Arctic 

Topic: Indian Economy  

In News: India aspires to have a 

permanent presence, more 

research stations and establish 

satellite ground stations in the 

Arctic region, suggests a perusal of 

its ‘Arctic Policy’ document that 

was officially unveiled recently. 

More on the Topic: 

 India presently has a single 
station, Himadri, in Ny-
Alesund, Svalbard, a 
Norwegian archipelago, 
where research personnel 
are usually present for 180 
days. India is in the process 
of procuring an ice-breaker 
research vessel that can 
navigate the region. 

 The Arctic is home to about 
4 million, a tenth of them 
being indigenous tribes. 
India has had a research base in the region since 2008 and also has two observatories. 

Significance of Arctic Weather: 

 The Arctic influences atmospheric, oceanographic and biogeochemical cycles of the 
earth’s ecosystem. 

 Due to climate change, the region faces the loss of sea ice, ice caps, and warming of the 
ocean which in turn impacts the global climate. 

 Arctic weather influences the Indian monsoon and hence has been of interest to Indian 
researchers for decades. 

  Climate change and the melting of ice caps imply changes to the Arctic weather. 

Arctic Council  

 The Arctic Council is a high-level intergovernmental forum that addresses issues faced by 
the Arctic governments and the indigenous people of the Arctic.  



 

 

 At present, eight countries exercise sovereignty over the lands within the Arctic Circle,  
and these constitute the member states of the council: Canada; Denmark; Finland; 
Iceland; Norway; Russia; Sweden; and the United States.  

 Other countries or national groups can be admitted as observer states, while organizations 
representing the concerns of indigenous peoples can be admitted as indigenous 
permanent participants. 

Source: Business Today 
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3.Great Indian Bastard  

Topic: Environment and Ecology 

 In News: As per the studies conducted by 

Wildlife Institute of India, there are around 150 

Great Indian Bustards left across the country 

which includes about 128 birds in Rajasthan and 

less than 10 birds each in Gujarat, Maharashtra, 

Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. 

More on the Topic: 

 Great Indian Bustard is a critically 
endangered species of the bustards family 
(large, terrestrial birds living mainly in dry 
grassland areas) found on the Indian 
subcontinent. 

 It is one of the heaviest flying birds in the 
world. The Great Indian Bustard inhabits dry grasslands and scrublands on the Indian 
subcontinent and is largely found in the Rajasthan.  

 The sight of the bird was once common on the dry plains of India, but the incessant 
hunting and loss of its habitat had the bird critically endangered in today's world. 

 It is protected under the Wildlife Protection Act 1972 of India. 
Steps taken by Indian Government for the protection of Great Indian Bustards 

 The Great Indian Bustard is listed in Schedule-I of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, 
thus giving it the highest degree of legal protection from hunting. 

 The species has been identified for conservation efforts under the component 'Species 
Recovery Programme' of the Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS)-Development of Wildlife 
Habitat. 

Source: Indian Express 
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4. National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority 

Topic: Governance 

In News: National Pharmaceutical 

Pricing Authority (NPPA) may allow 

a price hike of over 10% in the 

drugs and devices listed under the 

National List of Essential Medicines 

(NLEM).  

More on the Topic: 

 National Pharmaceutical 
Pricing Authority (NPPA) 
under the aegis of the 
Department of 
Pharmaceuticals fixes the 
ceiling price of scheduled 
medicines as per provisions of the Drugs (Prices Control) Order, 2013.  

 In case of non-scheduled medicines, a manufacturer is at liberty to fix the Maximum Retail 
Price (MRP) launched by it, but is not allowed to increase the MRP of such formulations 
by more than 10% per annum.  

 NPPA has fixed ceiling prices of 886 scheduled formulations & 4 scheduled medical 
devices and fixed retail prices of 1,817 new drugs. In addition, it has fixed the ceiling price 
of Orthopedic Knee Implants in public interest.  

 Moreover, under “Trade Margin Rationalisation” Approach, the NPPA has fixed Trade 
Margin of non-scheduled formulations of 42 select Anti-cancer medicines. 

  Recently during COVID-19 pandemic, NPPA has regulated the prices of Oxygen 
Concentrators, Pulse Oximeter, Blood Pressure Monitoring Machine, Nebulizer, Digital 
Thermometer and Glucometer. 

Other Government Programs for Accessible Medicine to General Public: 

 Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP): With an objective of making 
quality generic medicines available at affordable prices to all, Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 
Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) has been launched by the Ministry of Chemicals and 
Fertilizers. 

 Dedicated outlets are opened to provide quality generic medicines at cheaper rates to 
the citizens. 

 Under the Scheme, Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Kendras (PMBJKs) have been 
opened across the country, covering all districts of the country.  Jan Aushadhi Medicines 
are cheaper by 50 -90% of market prices of branded medicines. 

 Production Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes: In order to attain self-reliance in the 
pharmaceutical sector, the government has launched two Production Linked Incentive 
(PLI) schemes.  



 

 

Source: PIB 
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5. Himalayan Griffon vultures  

Topic: Environment and Ecology 

In News: Locals found the dead 

bodies of more than 95 Himalayan 

griffon vultures and a steppe eagle in 

the Milanpur village in Assam. 

More on the Topic: 

 The cause of death of the 
vultures according to the 
postmortem report was found 
to be poisoning. 

 Farmers have poisoned the 
carcasses of cattle with 
Carbofuran o kill stray dogs 
which kill and cause losses to 
farmers.  

 The Himalayan griffon is listed as ‘near threatened’ in the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature’s Red list.  

 The non-profit Bird life International states that the global population of the vulture has 
declined sharply over the years. 

 The steppe eagle is also a migratory bird that comes to Assam during winters from 
different countries, including African ones. 

 The Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC) launched a Vulture 
Action Plan 2020-25 for the conservation of vultures in the country. 

Source: PIB 
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