
 

 

1.  Battery Passport
Topic: Environment and Ecology 

In News:  German-funded consortium of 

carmakers and battery producers, 

including BMW will be developing a 

"battery passport". 

More on the Topic: 

 The German consortium is the first 
project in Europe to attempt to 
design a digital product to meet 
these regulations. 

 Batteries could carry a QR code 
linking to an online database 
where EV owners, businesses or 
regulators could access 
information on the battery's 
composition. 

 This digital tool should also make it easier to recycle raw materials inside batteries. 

 This move could cut dependence on foreign suppliers which control the vast majority of 
resources, like lithium and nickel, essential for battery production. 

 It is intended to traces the content and carbon footprint of batteries in Europe 
according to European commission mandates. 

Why Battery Passport? 

 A European Commission proposal states that rechargeable electric vehicles, light 
transport and industrial batteries sold in Europe must disclose their carbon footprint 
from 2024 and comply with a CO2 emissions limit from 2027. 

 They must also disclose the content of recycled raw materials in those batteries from 
2027, followed by requirements to use a minimum share of recycled cobalt, lithium, 
nickel and lead from 2030. 

Source: Indian Express                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2.  RBI Report on Currency and Finance (RCF) 
Topic: Economy 

In News: The RBI has released the Report on 

Currency and Finance (RCF) for the year 2021-

22 recently.  

More on the Topic: 

 Theme is ‘Revive and Reconstruct’ in 
the context of nurturing a durable 
recovery post-COVID and raising trend 
growth in the medium-term. 

 Key observations: 

 The Indian economy is likely to take 
over 12 years to overcome the COVID-19 losses. 

 The pandemic is a watershed moment and the ongoing structural changes catalysed by 
the pandemic can potentially alter the growth trajectory in the medium-term. 

 Taking the actual growth rate of (-) 6.6 per cent for 2020-21, 8.9 per cent for 2021-22 
and assuming growth rate of 7.2 per cent for 2022-23, and 7.5 per cent beyond that, 
India is expected to overcome COVID-19 losses in 2034-35. 

Reforms Proposed: 

 The blueprint of reforms proposed in the report revolves around seven wheels of 
economic progress.  

 The reforms should focus on aspects like aggregate demand, aggregate supply; 
institutions, intermediaries, and markets; macroeconomic stability, and policy 
coordination. 

 Price stability is a necessary precondition for strong and sustainable growth besides 
proposing a seven-point blueprint for reforms. 

 To achieve sustainable growth, timely rebalancing of monetary and fiscal policies is 
mandatory. 

 Reducing general government debt to below 66 per cent of GDP over the next five 
years is important to secure India’s medium-term growth prospects. 

 Scaling up research and development activities with an emphasis on innovation and 
technology, will be a key to achieve healthy economic growth. 

 It is necessary for state-run banks to reduce their dependence on the government for 
recapitalization.  

 Stronger corporate governance norms in the banking segment is a priority area. 
Source: Indian Express 

 



 

 

C3. onsumer Protection Agency  

Topic: Polity and Governance 

In News: CCPA has issued advisory to e-commerce 

entities against illegal sale, facilitation of wireless 

jammers. 

More on the Topic: 

 Sale and use of any wireless device without 
authorization/license under the Indian 
Telegraph Act, 1885 or Indian Wireless 
Telegraphy Act (IWTA) 1933, unless 
exempted by rules, is illegal. 

 Jammers are a signal blocking device which 
transmits synchronized radio waves at the 
same frequency as a device like a cell phone or drone in order to blur its signal. 

 Under Section 18 of the Consumer Protection Act, 2019, CCPA is empowered to protect, 
promote and enforce the rights of consumers as a class, and prevent violation of 
consumers’ rights.  

 Further, CCPA is empowered to prevent unfair trade practices and ensure that no 
person engages himself in unfair trade practices. It comes under Ministry of Consumer 
Affairs, Food & Public Distribution. 

 Consumer Protection Ac 2019: 

 A consumer is defined as a person who buys any good or avails a service for a 
consideration. 

 It does not include a person who obtains a good for resale or a good or service for 
commercial purpose. 

 It covers transactions through all modes including offline, and online through electronic 
means, teleshopping, multi-level marketing or direct selling. 

 Six consumer rights have been defined in the act, including Right to Safety, Right to be 
Informed, Right to Choose, Right to be heard, Right to seek Redressal, Right to Consumer 
Education. 

 The central government will set up CCPA to promote, protect and enforce the rights of 
consumers. The CCPA will have an investigation wing, headed by a Director-General, 
which may conduct inquiry or investigation consumer rights violations. 

 The CCPA may impose a penalty on a manufacturer or an endorser of up to Rs 10 lakh 
and imprisonment for up to two years for a false or misleading advertisement. 

 Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission: 

 Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission (CDRCs) will be set up at the district, state, 
and national levels.  A consumer can file a complaint with CDRCs 

 Appeals from a District CDRC will be heard by the State CDRC. Appeals from the State 
CDRC will be heard by the National CDRC. Final appeal will lie before the Supreme Court. 



 

 

 The act provides for reference to mediation by Consumer Commissions wherever scope 
for early settlement exists and parties agree for it. 
The e-commerce portals will have to set up a robust consumer redressal mechanism as 
part of the rules under the Consumer Protection Act, 2019. 

 A manufacturer or product service provider or product seller will be held responsible to 
compensate for injury or damage caused by defective product or deficiency in services. 

Source: Indian Express 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4. India’s threatened and endemic species 

Topic: Environment and Ecology 

 In News: According to a new study 

Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka host a 

large share of India’s threatened and 

endemic species of amphibians, birds 

and mammals. 

More on the Topic: 

 The three states account for 51 
per cent of the country’s species 
threat abatement and 
restoration (STAR) score. 

 The high STAR scores of the top 
three states (51 per cent combined) were primarily due to the presence of a number of 
endemic amphibian species that are critically endangered like Indirana phrynoderma 
(Kerala Indian frog), Fejervarya murthii (Ghats wart frog), Indirana gundia (Gundia 
frog), Micrixalus kottigeharensis (Kottigehar dancing frog) and others 

 The high scores of the northeastern states of Arunachal Pradesh and Assam were due to 
the presence of a high number of threatened birds and mammals such as Liocichla 
bugunorum and Biswamoyopterus biswasi. 

 “Species Threat Abatement and Restoration” is a biodiversity metric based on The IUCN 
Red List of Threatened Species.  

 STAR combines data on species, the threats they face and their risk of extinction, to 
produce two complementary global data layers for threat abatement (START) and 
restoration (STARR).  

 These can be used to identify areas where actions to abate threats or undertake 
restoration can help reduce species extinction risk and contribute to conservation 
goals. 

 A higher STAR score indicates greater presence of threatened species.  

 The score is a measure of the contribution that investments can make to reduce 
species extinction risk. 



 

 

  It can help national and subnational governments, cities and other entities target their 
investments and activities to achieve conservation outcomes. 

Source: Down to Earth 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 5. GPS-aided GEO Augmented Navigation 

Topic: Science and Technology 

In News:   An IndiGo 

aircraft landed at 

Kishangarh, using an 

approach process guided 

by India’s own satellite-

based augmentation 

system named GAGAN, or 

GPS-aided GEO 

Augmented Navigation. 

More on the Topic: 

 GAGAN is an Indian 
Satellite Based 
Augmentation 
System (SBAS) 
jointly developed by AAI and ISRO. It is the first such system developed for India and 
neighboring countries in the equatorial region. 

 GPS (Global Positioning System) signals are not always pin-point accurate. 

 GPS is susceptible to factors and disturbances such as ionospheric interference, the 
location of the moving vehicle, and even the functioning of the GPS satellite, signal 
availability. 

 Using a technology known as the Satellite-Based Augmentation System (SBAS), GAGAN 
correct the errors in GPS signals and feed the corrected signals to the moving vehicle 
(GPS user), thus enabling precise navigation. 

 GAGAN corrects for GPS signal errors caused by Ionospheric disturbances, timing and 
satellite orbit errors and also it provides vital information regarding the health of each 
satellite. 

Other Services Provided by Gagan: 

 AAI in coordination with Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) 
has implemented GAGAN Message Service (GMS) through which alert messages to 
fishermen, formers, and disaster affected people will be sent on the occurrence of 
natural disasters, calamities, such as flood, earthquake etc. 



 

 

  The additional capabilities of GAGAN are also being explored to utilize it in non-aviation 
field such as Railways, Surveying, Agriculture, Power sector, Mining etc. 

Source: Business Standard 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Eravikulam Park 

Topic: Environment and Ecology 

In News:   There has been a growth in the number of Nilgiri 

tahrs in Eravikulam National Park (ENP), the natural habitat 

of Nilgiri tahr in Munnar. 

More on the Topic: 

 The survival rate of Nilgiri tahr in Rajamala inside 
ENP is higher than in other habitats in the Munnar 
landscape.  

 The Eravikulam National Park is situated in the 
Kannan Devan Hills of the southern Western Ghats. 

 The Eravikulam National Park has the highest 
density and largest surviving population of Nilgiri 
tahr, the endangered mountain goat. 

 Every twelve years, this place witness the mass flowering of Neelakurinji flowers. 

 Existing populationsof Nilgiri Tahr are under severe stress due to habitat loss and 
hunting. 

Protection Status:  

 IUCN Red List of Threatened Species status: Endangered 

 Wildlife (Protection) Act of India, 1972: Schedule I 
Source: Hindu 
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