
 

 

1.  National Data & Analytics Platform 
Topic: Polity and Governance 

In News:  The NITI Aayog has 

launched the National Data & Analytics 

Platform (NDAP) for public use to 

make data accessible, interoperable, 

interactive, and available on a user-

friendly platform.  

More on the Topic: 

 The platform hosts datasets 
from various government 
agencies, presents them 
coherently, and provides 
tools for analytics and 
visualisation. 

 The NDAP follows a use-case based approach to ensure the datasets hosted on its 
platform are tailored to the needs of data users from government, academia, press, civil 
society, and the private sector. 

Significance: 

 The main value that NDAP adds is making key foundational datasets interoperable with 
each other.  

 This will enable easy cross-sectoral analysis and democratise the use of Indian 
government data. 

 All datasets are standardised to a common schema, which makes it easy to merge 
datasets and do cross-sectoral analysis. 

 The rise of data and digital technologies are rapidly transforming economies and 
societies, with enormous implications for governments’ daily operations. 

 The portal will help policymakers, academics and researchers to easily examine data 
without having to process it. 

 The portal includes 200 datasets from more than 46 ministries at the time of the 
launch. 

Source: Indian Express 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 2. HS200 solid rocket booster for Gaganyaan Mission  
Topic: Science and Technology 

 
In News: The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) on Friday successfully completed the 

static test of the human-rated solid rocket booster (HS200). The test was for ISRO's Gaganyaan 

programme. 

More on the Topic: 

 HS200 rocket booster is the human-rated version of the well-proven S200 rocket 
booster of GSLV Mk III satellite launch vehicle.  

 This full-duration test of the first stage of the launch vehicle marks a major milestone for 
the Gaganyaan. 

 The booster engine is part of the Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle MkIII (GSLV 
Mk III) rocket that will carry Indian astronauts to space. 



 

 

 The GSLV MK III rocket is a three-staged vehicle. The first stage is powered by solid fuel, 
the second by liquid fuel and the third is the cryogenic stage powered by liquid hydrogen 
and liquid oxygen. 

 The S200 motor - the first stage of the LVM3 launch vehicle designed to deliver 4,000 kg 
satellites to geosynchronous transfer orbit - was configured as a strap-on rocket 
booster. 

About Gangayaan: 

 India's first manned space flight mission - 'Gaganyaan' - is expected to launch next year. 

 The first crewed flight will entail two unmanned launches, the first of which is scheduled 
to begin in the second half of 2022 followed by the second launch at the end of the same 
year. 

 The objective of the Gaganyaan program is to demonstrate the indigenous capability to 
undertake a human space flight mission to LEO. 

 The payload will consist of 

 Crew module which is the spacecraft carrying human beings. 

 The service module is powered by two liquid-propellant engines. 

 It weighs around 8000kg and will be equipped with emergency escape and emergency 
mission abort. 

Source: Indian Express 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Indians knew the use of iron 4200 years ago 

Topic: Art and Culture 

 In News: According to iron implements discovered 

during excavations in a small hamlet named 

Mayiladumparai, Tamil Nadu, the Iron Age in the 

Southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu stretches back to 

4,200 years. 

 More on the Topic: 

 Dense forests were converted into fertile 
lands only after humankind began realising 
the use of iron.  

 This finding has answered questions relating 
to the start of agricultural activity in Tamil 
Nadu. 

About Significance of the Discovery: 

 Iron is not known to have been used in the 
Indus Valley, from where the use of copper in India is said to have originated (1500 
BCE). 



 

 

 Non-availability of copper for technological and mass exploitation forced other regions 
to remain in the Stone Age. 

 Copper was useful in many ways but these were brittle and not as strong as iron tools 
would be. 

 When iron technology was invented, it led to the production of agricultural tools and 
weapons, leading to production required for a civilisation ahead of economic and 
cultural progress. 

 With the latest evidence tracing our Iron Age to 2000 BCE from 1500 BC, we can assume 
that our cultural heritage were laid in 2000 BCE. 

 And the benefit of socio-economic changes and massive production triggered by the 
iron technology gave its first fruit around 600 BCE — the Tamil Brahmi scripts. 

 The Tamil Brahmi scripts were once believed to have originated around 300 BCE, until a 
landmark finding in 2019 pushed the date back to 600 BCE. 

 The report released by the government also spoke about references in Sangam 
literature on iron, the use of iron, and to the methods of making iron weapons. 
Literature refers to iron as 'blacksmiths' and 'blacksmiths with strong hands'. 

Source: Indian Express 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 4. Aadhar Mandatory for Banking 

Topic: Economy 

In News: People who deposit or 

withdraw cash more than Rs 20 lakh 

from the bank account, including co-

operative banks and post offices, in a 

financial year will now have to quote 

their permanent account number 

(PAN) or Aadhaar number. 

More on the Topic: 

 The requirement has been 
made mandatory from May 
26 with the new rules coming 
into effect. The rules will also 
apply to the opening of a current account. 

 It will help the income tax department monitor high-value cash transactions, and 
deposits/withdrawals where tax would not be getting paid by the individual otherwise 
on his or her income. 

 The rules will help the government trace the movement of cash in the financial 
system.  



 

 

 These rules are expected to further tighten the loopholes, along with the already 
existing provision of TDS deduction under Section 194N of the Income Tax Act, 1961. 

 Meanwhile, the government has also asked people to link their PAN number with 
Aadhaar. 

Source: Business Standard 
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5. Lumbini 

Topic: Art and Culture 

 



 

 

In News: Prime minister of India would visit Lumbini on the occasion of Buddha Purnima. 

More on the Topic: 

 In Lumbini PM Modi will offer prayers at the sacred Mayadevi Temple  and, separately, 
participate in the shilanayas (foundation stone-laying) ceremony of the Centre for 
Buddhist Culture and Heritage, built with Indian assistance. 

 Budha Purnima falls on the Poornima (full moon) of the Hindu month Vaishakha (April 
or May). 

 It marks the birth anniversary of Gautam Buddha, founder of Buddhism. 
About Lumbini: 

 Lumbini is currently located in the Kapilavastu district of Nepal. It is the birthplace of 
Buddha.  

 At the time of the birth of Buddha, Lumbini was a part of Shakya Janapada, which was a 
republic. 

Source: Hindu 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. ‘BHARAT TAP’ initiative 

Topic: Government Schemes 

In News: The Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs & Petroleum 

and Natural Gas has launched the BHARAT TAP initiative. 

More on the Topic: 

 BHARAT TAP initiative will provide low-flow, sanitary-ware 
at scale, and thereby reduce water consumption at source 
considerably. 

 It is estimated to save approximately 40% of water. This 
will in turn result in water saving and energy saving due to 
less water and energy will be required for pumping, transporting, and purification. 

 This initiative will also be accepted quickly in the country and will lead to a renewed 
focus on water conservation efforts. 

Source: Indian Express 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

7.  Infrastructure Investment Trusts (InvITs) 

Topic: Economy 

In News: SEBI amended norms for InvITs. 

More on the Topic: 

 Infrastructure Investment Trusts 
(InvITs) are investment instruments 
that work like mutual funds and are 
regulated by SEBI.  

 Typically, such a vehicle is designed 
to pool money (small sums) from 
several investors to be invested in income-generating assets. 

  InvITs are mostly structured as trusts, and an independent trustee holds assets on 
behalf of unitholders. 

  InvITs could be set up for sectors defined under the infrastructure as per RBI guidelines. 
So far, developers engaged in the road, power transmission, gas pipelines and tower 
transmission have formed InvIT. 

Source: Indian Express 

________________________________________________________________________ 


