
 

 

1.  Frivolous PILs
Topic: Polity and Governance 

In News: The Supreme Court has 

expressed concern at the "mushroom 

growth" of frivolous Public Interest 

Litigations, which encroach upon 

valuable judicial time. 

More on the Topic: 

 Public Interest Litigation is a 
litigation for the protection of the 
public interest. 

 A PIL may be introduced in a 
court of law by the court itself 
(suomotu), or by public spirited 
citizens. 

 For the exercise of the court’s jurisdiction, it is not necessary for the victim of violation 
rights to personally approach the court. 

 In a PIL, the right to file suit is given to a member of the public by the courts through 
Judicial Activism. The member of the public may be Non-Governmental Organization, 
(NGO), an Institution or an Individual. 

Constitutional Provisions: 

 PIL is not defined in any statute or in any act. It has been interpreted by judges to 
consider the intent of the public at large. 

  It is the power given to the public by courts through judicial activism. 

 Article 32 of the India constitution contains a tool which directly joins the public with 
Judiciary. 

 The concept of Public Interest Litigation (PIL) is in consonance with the principles 
enshrined in Article 39-A of the Constitution of India to protect and deliver prompt 
social justice with the help of Law. 

 Justice P.N. Bhagwati and Justice V.R. Krishna Lyer were among the first judges to admit 
PILS in court. 

 Filling a PIL is not as cumbersome as a usual legal case; there have been instances when 
letters and telegrams addressed to the court have been taken up as PIL and heard. 

Supreme Court on PIL: 

 The Supreme Court of India has defended Public-Interest Litigation by stating that 
Judiciary has stepped in to give directions because due to executive in –action, the laws 
enacted by Parliament and the State Legislatures for the poor since independence have 
not been properly implemented. 

Source: Indian Express                                                                           



 

 

 

2. India sends diplomats to Kabul 

Topic: International Relations 

In News: India has sent a multi-

member team of senior diplomats 

to Afghanistan for the first time 

since the Indian Embassy in Kabul 

was evacuated in August 2021 

following the arrival of the Taliban 

at the Afghan capital.  

More on the Topic: 

 The visit acquires 
significance as India has 
refused to recognise the 
Taliban administration in 
Afghanistan and has urged the international community to go slow in recognising the 
Taliban. 

 The Indian team included a woman official, which is being interpreted as a subtle 
reminder to the Taliban to ensure equitable treatment for women in Afghanistan. 

Indian Support to Afghan People: 

  As part of its cautious approach to the Taliban, India has been supportive of the 
humanitarian requirements of the Afghan people, and has been sending medicines and 
food to Kabul since 2022 January. 

 New Delhi has sent 20,000 metric tonnes of wheat, 13 tonnes of medicines, 500,000 
doses of COVID-19 vaccines, and winter clothing to Afghanistan. 

 India has sent one million doses of COVID-19 vaccines to Iran for distribution among 
Afghan refugees staying in Iran. 

 India has built infrastructure for Afghanistan in the previous regime. 
Indian Concerns: 

 Indian security establishment believes that Taliban government may spread its radical 
ideological influence across the subcontinent, boosting the morale of the Islamist 
terror groups operating in India and generating stronger recruitment and violence. 

 New Delhi fears that Pakistan will use Afghan soil more freely to train, equip and 
motivate anti-India terror groups like the Lashkar-e-Tayyaba and JeM under the 
Taliban’s watch and eventually use them to foment instability in Jammu & Kashmir 
(J&K). 

 A recent UN report indicates the training of Jaish-e-Muhammad training camps at Afgh 

 anistan. 

 Growing influence of China over Kabul also a concern for India. 



 

 

Source: Indian Express 

  3. Soft Robots

Topic: Science and Technology 

In News: Soft robot research is in high demand 

now. 

More on the Topic: 

 Soft robots are robots that are flexible 
and unlike their hard-edged cousins can 
be used to perform more delicate 
manoeuvres, such as reaching into 
difficult crevices or holding onto delicate 
objects. 

 Structural design and smart materials 
allow the soft robot to navigate various 
situations by drawing energy from its 
environment. This is called Physical 
intelligence. 

 They are usually made of liquid crystal elastomers, which are polymers having viscosity 
and elasticity. 

 The latest designs have them shaped like twisted ribbon, resembling translucent rotini. 

 Many soft robots are made to resemble living organisms, such as octopus, and are 
manufactured using 3-D printers. 

 Popular uses of these robots are in surgeries or making specialised exo-suits that can 
help in rehabilitating patients. 

 The disadvantage of the soft robots is that the soft materials reduce their durability as 
well make them harder to control. 

Source: AIR 
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4. Stagflation 

Topic: Economy 

 In News: Authorities worldwide are trying to 

formulate the appropriate set of policies to 

ensure that stagflation is not affecting their 

economies. 

More on the Topic:  

 Stagflation is a situation in which the 
inflation rate is high, the economic 
growth rate slows and unemployment 
remains steadily high. 

 Stagflation can result when the economy faces a supply shock, such as a rapid increase 
in the price of oil.  

 An unfavourable situation like that tends to raise prices at the same time as it slows 
economic growth by making production costlier and less profitable. 

 Second reason can be the government can cause stagflation if it creates policies that 
harm industry while growing the money supply too quickly.  

 These two things would probably have to occur simultaneously because policies that 
slow economic growth do not usually cause inflation, and policies that cause inflation do 
not usually slow economic growth. 

Reasons for latest concerns about stagflation: 

 The outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic and the curbs imposed to contain the spread 
of the virus caused the first major recent economic slowdown worldwide. 

 But, the subsequent fiscal and monetary measures taken to address the downturn, 
including substantial increases in liquidity in most of the advanced economies, fuelled a 
sharp upsurge in inflation. 

 The US Fed and the Bank of England are among central banks that have started raising 
interest rates to cool soaring prices. 

 But, the ongoing war in Ukraine following Russia’s invasion of its southern neighbour 
and the consequent Western sanctions on Moscow has caused a fresh and as yet hard-
to-quantify ‘supply shock’. 

 Subsequently there were hike in petrol price as well. 
Source: Indian Express 
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 5. ‘Direct-to-mobile’ (D2M) broadcasting technology 

Topic: Science and Technology 

In News: The Department of 

Telecommunications (DoT) and India’s public 

service broadcaster Prasar Bharati are exploring 

the feasibility of a technology that allows to 

broadcast video and other forms of multimedia 

content directly to mobile phones, without 

needing an active internet connection.  

More on the Topic: 

 The technology, called ‘direct-to-mobile’ 
(D2M) broadcasting, promises to 
improve consumption of broadband and 
utilisation of spectrum. 

 The technology is based on the 
convergence of broadband and broadcast, using which mobile phones can receive 
terrestrial digital TV.  

 It would be similar to how people listen to FM radio on their phones, where a receiver 
within the phone can tap into radio frequencies.  

 Using D2M, multimedia content can also be beamed to phones directly. 
Significance of D2M: 

 The idea behind the technology is that it can possibly be used to directly broadcast 
content related to citizen-centric information and can be further used to counter fake 
news, issue emergency alerts and offer assistance in disaster management, among 
other things.  

 For businesses, one of the key benefits of the technology is that it can enable telecom 
service providers to offload video traffic from their mobile network onto the broadcast 
network, thus helping them to decongest valuable mobile spectrum. 

Source: Business Standard 
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6. International Liquid-Mirror Telescope  

Topic: Science and Technology 

In News: The International Liquid-Mirror 

Telescope (ILMT) is commissioned an altitude of 

2450 m at the Devasthal Observatory of 

Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational 

Sciences (ARIES), Uttarakhand.  

More on the Topic: 

 Built by astronomers from India, Belgium 
and Canada, the novel instrument employs 
a 4-meter-diameter rotating mirror made 
up of a thin film of liquid mercury to 
collect and focus light. 

 ILMT is the first liquid-mirror telescope 
designed exclusively for astronomical 
observations. 

 It has been built by astronomers from India, Belgium and Canada. 

 It is designed exclusively for astronomical observations in order to identify transient or 
variable objects such as supernovae, gravitational lenses, space debris, etc. 

Source: Hindu 
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