
 

 

 1. Criminalisation of Politics 
Topic:  Polity and Governance 

In News:  40% Newly Elected Rajya 

Sabha MPs Have Criminal Cases. 

More on the Topic: 

 The criminalization of politics 
means the participation of 
criminals in politics. Means that 
persons with criminal background 
contest in the election and get 
selected as a member of 
parliament or state legislature. 

 The use of muscle power along 
with money power is a weapon 
used by all political parties to 
maximize electoral gains. 

 The increasing percentage of members of parliament who have a criminal background: 

 2004- 24%;2009-30%;2014-34%;2019-43% 
Reasons for Politicisation:  

 Vote Bank: The political parties and individual have astronomical expenditure for vote 
buying and other illegitimate purposes through which these people's are so called 
goondas. A politician's link with then constituency provides the congenial climate to 
political crime. 

 Toothless Law: laws against convicted criminals standing for elections further 
encourage this process. Under current law, only people who have been convicted at 
least on two counts be debarred from becoming candidates. 

 Politician Bureaucrat Nexus: The increasing interference of politicians in administration 
may be regarded as another reason for the criminalisation of politics. 

 Poor Governancce: The poor governance of the country also plays an important role in 
increasing the criminalization of politics.  It doesn’t have the proper laws and rules for 
governing the procedure of the election. 

Way Ahead:  

 There should be an amendment in the Representation of People act to debar those 
persons from contesting elections against whom serious Nature of crimes is pending. 

 Bringing greater transparency in campaign financing is going to make it less attractive 
for political parties to involve criminals and criminals backed candidates. 

 The election commission should be given more rights to prevent the criminalization of 
politics.   

 Political parties should themselves refuse tickets to the tainted. 



 

 

 Fast-track courts are necessary to try politicians as they are able to delay the judicial 
process and serve for decades before prosecution. 

 Political parties will have to be encouraged to have stronger inner party democracy to 
attract this new set of leaders to join the party. 

Source: Indian Express                                                                           

 

2. Special gathering of foreign ministers from the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

Topic: International Relations 

 
In News:  India has hosted a special gathering of foreign ministers from the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) recently. 

More on the Topic: 

 This is the first time India is hosting such a special meeting with foreign ministers of the 
Asean to mark the 30th anniversary of relations with the 10-member grouping. 

 The senior officials reviewed the Asean-India strategic partnership and its future 
direction.  

 They also assessed progress in cooperation under the three pillars of the partnership – 
political-security, economic and socio-cultural. 

 The two sides also exchanged views on regional and international issues of mutual 
interest, including the Covid-19 crisis and post-pandemic recovery. 

About ASEAN: 

 ASEAN, in full Association of Southeast Asian Nations, international organization was 
established by the governments of Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and 
Thailand in 1967. 

 It is intended to accelerate economic growth, social progress, and cultural development 
and to promote peace and security in Southeast Asia. 



 

 

 ASEAN’s first summit meeting, held in Bali, Indonesia, in 1976, resulted in an agreement 
on several industrial projects and the signing of a Treaty of Amity and Cooperation and a 
Declaration of Concord. 

Asean and India: 

 Asean-India dialogue relations began with the establishment of a sectoral partnership in 
1992, which graduated to a full dialogue partnership in December 1995, summit-level 
partnership in 2002, and a strategic partnership in 2012. 

 ASEAN is now clearly the central pillar of India’s Act East Policy. 

 ASEAN and India have about 30 platforms for engagement, including an annual leaders’ 
summit and ministerial dialogues. 

 Recently, the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) was signed into 
existence by 15 countries led by China, Japan, South Korea, Australia, New Zealand 
and the 10-state ASEAN grouping, creating one of the world’s largest trading blocs. 

 India had been a part of negotiations for almost nine years till it pulled out in 
November 2019, stating that inadequate safeguards and lowering of customs duties will 
adversely impact its manufacturing, agriculture and dairy sectors. 

Significance of ASEAN to India: 

 Connectivity: Robust connectivity with Association of Southeast Asian Nations will 
enable India to strengthen its position in the region.  

 North Eastern India’s Economic Progress: These connection initiatives maintain 
Northeast India in the centre, assuring the north-eastern states’ economic progress. 

 Counter Balancing china: Improved commercial connections and better relationship 
with ASEAN nations would provide a counterbalance to China’s position in the area, as 
well as economic growth and development for India. 

 Indo-Pacific rules-based security architecture: Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
holds a pivotal place in the Indo-Pacific rules-based security architecture, which is 
critical for India because the majority of its commerce is dependent on maritime 
stability. 

Source: Indian Express 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3. Non-Performing Assets 

Topic: Economy 

In News: Gross non-performing assets (NPAs) of the banking sector 

dropped below 6 per cent as of March 2022 — the lowest since 

2016. 

More on the Topic: 

 The asset quality of banks has improved, and the gross NPAs 
and net NPAs of the banks have improved from the pre-
pandemic levels.  

 The fresh slippages have broadly been brought under 
control. Banks have also enhanced their provisions including 
provisions for restructured accounts. 

About NPAs: 

 All advances given by banks are termed “assets”, as they generate income for the bank 
by way of interest or instalments.  

 However, a loan turns bad if the interest or instalment remains unpaid even after the 
due date — and turns into a nonperforming asset, or NPA, if it remains unpaid for a 
period of more than 90 days. 

Some of the NPA reforms by RBI: 

 The Debt Recovery Tribunals (DRTs) – 1993: To decrease the time required for settling 
cases. They are governed by the provisions of the Recovery of Debt Due to Banks and 
Financial Institutions Act, 1993. 

 Credit Information Bureau – 2000: It helps banks by maintaining and sharing data of 
individual defaulters and willful defaulters. 

 Lok Adalats: For tackling and recovery of small loans however they are limited up to 5 
lakh rupees loans only by the RBI guidelines issued in 2001. 

 ARC (Asset Reconstruction Companies): The RBI gave license to 14 new ARCs recently 
after the amendment of the SARFAESI Act of 2002. These companies are created to 
unlock value from stressed loans. 

 Sustainable structuring of stressed assets (S4A) – 2016: It has been formulated as an 
optional framework for the resolution of largely stressed accounts. 

 Bad Banks: NARCL was established under the Companies Act and has applied for an Asset 
Reconstruction Company (ARC)licence from the Reserve Bank of India. 

 In various phases, NARCL will buy stressed assets totalling roughly Rs 2 lakh crore from 
various commercial banks. 

Source: Hindu 

_________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

4. Operation Sankalp 

Topic: Places in News 

 
 In News: The Indian Navy’s Operation Sankalp has provided safe passage to an average 16 

Indian-flagged merchant vessels in the Gulf region everyday.  

More on the Topic:  

 Operation Sankalp was started in June 2019 after there were explosions on board two 
oil tanker ships in the Gulf of Oman amid increased tensions between Iran and the U.S. 

 Since then, an Indian Navy ship with an integral helicopter embarked has been 
continuously deployed in the north-west Arabian Sea, Gulf of Oman and Persian Gulf 
from June 2019, to show presence, instil confidence in Indian maritime community and 
provide assistance to Indian-flagged merchant vessels. 

 India is dependent for about 85% of its demand for oil on imports. In 2019-2020, around 
62% of India’s oil imports valued at approximately $66 billion came from the Gulf region. 

Source: Indian Express 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

 

 5. Surety Bonds  

Topic: Economy 

 
In News: Military in a bid to break the deadlock over the launch of Surety Bonds, the Ministry 

for Road Transport & Highways (MORTH) has asked insurance regulator IRDAI to develop a 

model product on Surety Bonds in consultation with general insurers.  

More on the Topic: 

 A surety bond is provided by the insurance company on behalf of the contractor to the 
entity, which is awarding the project.  

 When a principal breaks a bond’s terms, the harmed party can make a claim on the 
bond to recover losses. 

 It is intended to allow the harmed party to make a claim on the bond to recover losses. 
Source: Business Standard 

________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

6. ‘Rukmini-Krishna Yatra’ 

Topic: Art and Culture 

In News:  National Monumental 

Authority (NMA) decided to 

strengthen the northeastern state’s 

age-old cultural ties with Gujarat 

through Rukmini and Bhagwan Krishna 

tales. 

More on the Topic: 

 It aims to promote concept of 
national unity and generate 
awareness on the initiative – 
‘Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat’. 

 NMA is aiming for monument preservation and organizing a Rukmini Krishna Yatra 
between Arunachal Pradesh and Gujarat on a large scale and to promote it at the 
national level. 

 Rukmini’s marriage to Lord Krishna is an important folklore among Idu Mishmi tribal 
community. 

 In Porbandar, Krishna’s marriage with Arunachal’s Rukmini is also celebrated. 
Source: Hindu 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 


