
 

 

1.  Gender Budgeting
Topic: Polity and Governance 

In News: The NITI Aayog has proposed 

formulation of the Gender Budgeting Act 

for mainstreaming gender-based 

budgeting in government bodies across all 

states and Union Territories. 

More on the Topic: 

 Gender Budgeting is an approach 
to government fiscal policy that 
seeks to use a country's budget(s) 
as a tool to resolve societal gender 
inequality and promote inclusive 
development. It is an outcome-
oriented expenditure allocation. 

 Mainstreaming a gender 
perspective is the process of 
assessing the implications for 
women and men of any planned 
action, including legislation, policies or programmes, in all areas and at all levels to 
achieve gender equality. 

Need for Gender Budgeting: 

 Gender budgeting primarily helps to dismantle gender inequalities. Gender inequalities 
are still visible in the modern society and are clearly demonstrated in entrepreneurship 
opportunities, labor participation, remuneration, education, health outcomes, 
governance, and personnel representation in top management positions. 

 The auditing of gender budgets allows for the visualization of women's unpaid work of 
social reproduction and its contribution to the well-being of the entire society. 

Facts related to Gender budgeting in India: 

 India has a gender budget component since 2005-06 wherein schemes having 
allocations at least 30% for women is highlighted. 

 Beijing declaration and platform for action 1995: Recommended Gender Budgeting 

 Influenced both expenditure and revenue policies: India’s gender budgeting efforts is 
unique because they have not only influenced expenditure but also revenue policies 
(like differential rates for men and women in property and Income tax rates) 

 Gender Budgeting Cells (GBC): has been mandated in each ministries/Department 

 India ranked poor 140 (out of 156) in latest Global gender gap report 
Gender Budgeting Shortcomings in India: 



 

 

 In India, the Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD) is the primary agency 
for strategic coordination and the effective implementation of Gender Responsive 
Budgeting (GRB).  

 The funds allocated for GRB are still confined to 5 per cent of the public expenditure 
and shrink to less than one per cent of GDP.  

 Apart from the inadequate allocation for GRB, the gap between the allocation and the 
utilization of funds remains a daunting challenge.  

 According to the government, 89 per cent of the Nirbhaya Fund (a fund allocated for 
women's safety) have remained unutilized by the States. 

 In addition to this, in the last decade, approximately 90% of the GRB expenditure has 
been limited to only four major ministries - Rural Development, Education, Health and 
MWCD.  

 The impediments in women's empowerment extend beyond the scope of these 
ministries. 

Way Ahead: 

 Policies should be charted out both for the short and long span. 

 It is imperative to implement agencies to not only lay the foundation for policies, but to 
be vigilant till the final execution. 

 There is a need to increase the budget allocation of gender-responsive schemes 
significantly.  

 A shift in focus on the measurement of outcome and impact on the ground rather than 
the expenditure incurred is needed. 

 Intersectional policy research should be undertaken to aid evidence-based gender 
policy formulation for it to curb gender inequalities and contribute to overall 
development. 

Source: Indian Express                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2.  Sustainable use of wild species – IPBES Report
Topic: Environment and Ecology 

 

In News: A report released by the Intergovernmental 

Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 

Services (IPBES) has stated that about 50,000 wild 

species’ sustainable use globally can meet the needs 

of billions of people. 

More on the Topic: 

Important Observations In The Report: 

 One out of five persons source their food 
from wild plants, algae and fungi, while 2.4 
billion depend on firewood for cooking and 
around 90 per cent of the 120 million 
population pursuing fisheries rely on small-
scale fishing. 

 The use of wild species defines identities and 
livelihoods and also holds cultural significance.  

 Certain species have cultural importance as 
they offer multiple benefits that define 
tangible and intangible features of people’s cultural heritage. 

 Helping indigenous and local communities maintain their ability to use wild species 
sustainably and protecting their cultural practices associated with them would ensure 
their survival. 

 The use of wild species is also a source of culturally meaningful employment for such 
communities and they have engaged in the trade of wild species and materials since 
millennia. 

The Threats Faced by Wild Species: 

 Overexploitation is identified as the main threat to wild species in marine ecosystems 
and second greatest threat in terrestrial and freshwater ecosystems.  

 Drivers like landscape and seascape changes, climate change, pollution and invasive 
alien species impact abundance and distribution of wild species. 

  Fairness, rights and equitable distribution of benefits are essential to ensure the 
sustainable use of wild species. 

About IPBES: 

 The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 
is an intergovernmental organization established to improve the interface between 
science and policy on issues of biodiversity and ecosystem services. 

 Headquarters: Bonn, Germany 
Source: Indian Express 



 

 

3  Depreciation of Rupee.  

Topic: Economy 

In News: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

has announced a host of measures to 

enhance forex inflows to protect the value 

of rupee, which is witnessing a recent 

depreciation against the US dollar. 

More on the Topic: 

 Currency depreciation is a fall in the 
value of a currency in terms of its 
exchange rate versus other 
currencies. Currency depreciation can occur due to factors such as economic 
fundamentals, interest rate differentials, political instability, or risk aversion among 
investors. 

Adverse Effects of Currency Depreciation: 

 The current account deficit is bound to widen, depleting foreign exchange reserves and 
weakening the rupee. 

 With higher landed prices of crude oil and other crucial imports, the economy is 
definitely inching towards cost-push inflation. 

 Cost-push inflation (also known as wage-push inflation) occurs when overall prices 
increase (inflation) due to increases in the cost of wages and raw materials. 

 Companies may not be allowed to fully pass on the burden of high costs to consumers, 
which, in turn, affects government dividend earnings, raising questions about budgeted 
fiscal deficits. 

RBI Measures to Improve The Situation: 

 Exemption from Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) and Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) on 
Incremental FCNR(B) and NRE Term Deposits:  

 NRIs can open an NRE account – introduced in 1970 — with funds remitted to India 
through a bank abroad. This is a repatriable account and transfer from another NRE 
account or FCNR(B) account is also permitted. 

 NRO accounts may be opened / maintained in the form of savings, recurring or fixed 
deposit accounts. These are Rupee accounts opened for the purpose of depositing 
income earned in India. These accounts can be held jointly with NRI / resident Indians. 

 India has eased rules for foreign investors to invest in Indian debt instruments. 
Source: Indian Express 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

4. Open Acreage Licensing Programme (OALP)  

Topic: Economy 

 In News: The Petroleum Ministry has 

launched OALP Bid Round-8. 

More on the Topic: 

 The Hydrocarbon Exploration and 
Licensing Policy (HELP) was 
promulgated on 30 March 2016. 
Since then seven rounds of Open 
Acreage Licensing Programme 
(OALP) have already been 
concluded. 

 OALP gives an option to a company to select the exploration blocks on its own, 
without waiting for the formal bid round from the Government. 

 Under OALP, a bidder intending to explore hydrocarbons may apply to the 
Government seeking exploration of any new block which was not already covered by 
exploration. 

 The Government will examine the interest and if it is suitable for award, then the 
government will call for competitive bids after obtaining necessary environmental and 
other clearances. 

 OALP was introduced as part of the new fiscal regime in exploration sector called 
Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP). 

 So that, it will enable a faster survey and coverage of the available geographical area 
which has potential for oil and gas discovery. 

HELP Policy? 

 HELP is a uniform policy for granting licenses for exploration of hydrocarbons inside 
India and its Exclusive Economic Zone. The following are the main features of this 
policy: 

 A single licensing format for exploration, production and subsequent marketing of all 
hydrocarbons. 

 Open acreage policy for granting exploration blocks. 

 Easy to understand revenue sharing model which is also easy to administer. 

 Freedom from government regulation in pricing and marketing on hydrocarbons 
produced from such exploration. 

Source: Indian Express 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

 

 5. PARIMAN Portal 

Topic: e- Governance 

 
In News:  PARIMAN, The Geo-Portal for NCR made Public recently.  

More on the Topic: 

 For the purpose of effective utilization of Remote Sensing and GIS technology, a web 
geo-portal has been developed through National Informatics Centre (NIC), initially for 
use by NCR Participating states and the Office of NCRPB. 

 It covers details of various sectors like Land Use, Transport, Industries, Water, Power, 
Health, Shelter, Heritage & Tourism, Disaster Management, etc 

 This Geo-Portal will help to improve decentralized planning and management in NCR 
region. 

Source: Business Standard 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

6. Nonylphenol 

Topic: Environment and Ecology 

 
In News:  A study has found the presence of high levels of toxic chemical nonylphenol in 

drinking water across the nation. 

More on the Topic: 

 Nonylphenol is a toxic chemical and a well-known endocrine disruptor associated with a 
number of adverse effects on human health. Daily intake of nonylphenol through 
drinking water can have adverse health impacts on citizens. 

 The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has also designated nonylphenol 
as a chemical of global concern. 

 Nonylphenol is commonly used in the production of Nonylphenol Ethoxylates (NPEs). 
NPEs are used as surfactants as well as in day-to-day consumer products such as 
detergents, wetting agents and dispersants. 

 NPEs enter the environment and ultimately break down to nonylphenols that can 
enter different environmental matrices such as water and soil.  

 The chemical can also possibly be released during industrial cleaning processes and 
from wastewater produced during production of NPEs. 

Source: Hindu 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 


