
 

 

1.  Flash Flood
Topic: Disaster Management 

 
In News:  Two flash floods occurred at separate places in Himachal Pradesh's Kullu and Chamba 

districts recently.  

More on the Topic: 

 Cloudburst is considered as the reason for the flood. 

 A flash flood is a rapid flooding of low-lying areas: washes, rivers, dry lakes and 
depressions. It may be caused by heavy rain associated with a severe thunderstorm, 
hurricane, or tropical storm, or by meltwater from ice or snow flowing over ice sheets or 
snowfields. Flash floods may also occur after the collapse of a natural ice or debris dam, 
or a human structure such as a man-made dam. 

Effects of Flash Flood: 

 The effects of flash floods can be catastrophic and show extensive diversity, ranging 
from damages in buildings and infrastructure to impacts on vegetation, human lives and 
livestock. The effects are particularly difficult to characterize in urban areas 

 Flash floods can also deposit large quantities of sediments on floodplains and can be 
destructive of vegetation cover not adapted to frequent flood conditions. 

 Flash floods can cause rapid soil erosion. 
About Cloudburst: 

 The India Meteorological Department (IMD) defines it as unexpected precipitation 
exceeding 100mm (or 10 cm) per hour over a geographical region of approximately 20 
to 30 square km. Significant amounts of rainfall such as this can result in floods. 

 instances of cloudbursts involve heavy rain in a short period, but all instances of heavy 
rain in a short period are not cloudbursts if they do not fit this criterion. 

Why Cloudburst are more in Hilly Areas? 



 

 

 Cloudburst are more likely to occur in mountainous zones mainly because of terrain 
and elevation. 

 This is because, in hilly areas, sometimes saturated clouds ready to condense into rain 
cannot produce rain, due to the upward movement of the very warm current of air.  

 Instead of falling downwards, raindrops are carried upwards by the air current. New 
drops are formed and existing raindrops increase in size. After a point, the raindrops 
become too heavy for the cloud to hold on to, and they drop down together in a quick 
flash. 

India- Flood Statistics: 

 Between An average every year, 75 lakh hectares of land is affected, 1600 lives are lost 
and the damage caused to crops, houses and public utilities is Rs. 1805 crores due to 
floods.  

 The frequency of major floods is more than once in five years. 

 Between 1970 and 2004, 3 floods occurred per year on an average. However, between 
2005 and 2019, the yearly average rose to 11. 19 districts were affected annually on an 
average until 2005. After 2005, the number jumped to 55. 

 2017 analysis suggests that 4.48 million Indians are exposed to riverine floods, the 
highest in the world. 

Source: Indian Express                                                                           

2.  Tobacco Crop
Topic: Agriculture 

 
In News: The Andhra Pradesh Markfed has exported tobacco to the United States, possibly for 

the first time for a government agency, creating a new opportunity for farmers. 

More on the Topic: 

 Andhra Pradesh is a major tobacco-producing state in India. 



 

 

 Tobacco is primarily grown in India's southern states of Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, 
where the weather is favourable for the crop. Tobacco from India is known for its high 
quality, and the country ranks among the top revenue earners in the world. 

 Ninety three varieties of Tobacco including including FCV , Burley , Natu , Lanka, types 
are cultivated in India. 

About Tobacco Crop: 

 Tobacco was brought to India by the Portuguese. 

 Its leaves are used in making cigarettes, cigar, beedi etc. Its stem is used as potash 
fertilizer and its powder as an insecticide. 

Conditions of Growth: 

 It requires temperatures of 15°C to 40°C and rainfall of about 50cm or irrigation 
facilities. More than 100cm of annual rainfall and frost is harmful for the crop. 

 Fertile soils with good drainage are ideal as it is an exhaustive crop 

 Important Producing States are Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and 
Bihar. 

Source: Hindu 

 

3  OBC sub-categorisation.  

Topic: Social Justice 

 

In News: OBC sub-categorisation commission’s term has been extended by 6 months. 

More on the Topic: 

 The commission was set up to examine the possibility of creating categories within OBCs 
for the reservation to ensure “equitable distribution” of representation among all OBC 
communities. 

 The commission, which took charge on October 2017, is headed by retired Delhi high 
court chief justice G Rohini. 



 

 

 Its objectives include working out a mechanism, criteria, norm and parameters through a 
scientific approach for sub-categorisation within the OBCs and identifying the respective 
castes or communities or sub-castes or synonyms in the Central List of OBCs and 
classifying them into their respective sub-categories. 

Background: 

 Currently, OBCs are granted 27% reservation in government jobs and educational 
institutes.  

 The demand for sub-categorization comes from the notion that only a few affluent 
communities among the castes included in the Centre list of OBCs enjoy a major part of 
this 27% reservation. 

 There are 2,633 Other Backward Castes in the Central List and earlier this year the 
commission proposed to divide them into four subcategories numbered 1, 2, 3 and 4 and 
split the 27% into 2, 6, 9 and 10%, respectively. 

  If accepted, the recommendations are also likely to have a major impact on politics, 
especially in north India where the rise of powerful OBC groups such as Yadavs defined 
the 1990s. 

 The commission, commonly known as Rohini Commission, had also recommended 
complete digitisation of all OBC records and a standardised system of issuing OBC 
certificates. 

Reservation System of India: 

 The underlying theory for the provision of reservation by the state is the under-
representation of the identifiable groups as a legacy of the Indian caste system.  

 After India gained independence, the Constitution of India listed some erstwhile groups 
as Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST). 

 The framers of the Constitution believed that, due to the caste system, and other factors 
SCs and the STs were historically oppressed and denied respect and equal opportunity 
in Indian society and were thus under-represented in nation-building activities. 

 In India, the Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), Other Backward Classes 
(OBCs) and socially and economically backward communities who were earlier poorly 
represented in the Public sector and educational institutions are now covered under the 
reservation facility. 

 In India, about 60% of seats are reserved for various sections like ST, SC, OBC, and EWS 
in Government jobs and Higher Education Institutions. 

 3% of seats are also reserved for differently-abled persons across all categories. 
Source: Indian Express 
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4. Network solution - GigaMesh 

Topic: Science and Technology 

 In News: “Giga Mesh” which is an Innovative Wireless Product will soon solve Internet Woes of 

Rural India. 

More on the Topic: 

 GigaMesh, developed by Astrome, supported by ARTPARK, is world’s first multi-beam E-
band Radio that is able to communicate from one tower to multiple towers 
simultaneously while delivering multi GBPS throughput to each of these towers.  

 A single GigaMesh device can provide up to forty links with 2+ Gbps capacity, 
communicating up to a range of ten kilometres. This flexibility in range makes it suitable 
for both decongesting the dense urban networks and extending rural coverage.  

 With India’s huge population in the rural segment, Astrome can help improve domestic 
internet connectivity. 

  GigaMesh is an innovative wireless product that gives fibre-like bandwidth at fraction 
of cost of fibre to help telecom operators deliver reliable low-cost internet services to 
suburban and rural areas. 

Source: Indian Express 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 5. Aditya-L1  

Topic: Science and Technology 

 
In News:  Aditya-L1 Science Support Cell (AL1SSC) recently conducted a workshop for students 

from various institutes and universities to expose them to the basic processes of the Aditya-L1 

mission.  

More on the Topic: 



 

 

 The Aditya-L1 is India’s first mission to study the Sun.  

 It will be built in collaboration between the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 
and various Indian research institutes. 

 It is India's first solar mission. 

 The project provides scientists with the opportunity to take part in space-based 
instrumentation and observations.   

 The Aditya-L1 project will enable a comprehensive understanding of the Sun’s 
dynamical processes and address some of solar physics’ outstanding problems. 

 The Aditya-L1 mission will be inserted in a halo orbit around the L1 point, which is 
about 1.5 million km from Earth. 

Source: Business Standard 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. UPI 

Topic: Economy 

 
In News:  PhonePe and Google Pay continued their dominance and processed 83% Of UPI 

Transaction Value In June. Paytm was at the third position.  

More on the Topic: 

 Unified Payments Interface is an instant real-time payment system developed by 
National Payments Corporation of India.  

 The interface facilitates inter-bank peer-to-peer and person-to-merchant transactions. 
UPI is powered by Immediate Payment Service. 

 It is regulated by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and works by instantly transferring 
funds between two bank accounts on a mobile platform. 

Government Measures to Improve Digital Transactions: 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) recently unveiled its ‘Payments Vision 2025’ that seeks 
to increase the number of digital payment transactions by more than 3X by 2025. 

  It also envisages a slew of recommendations to increase the penetration of digital 
payments infrastructure in the country, including targeting an annualised growth of 50% 
for UPI payments by 2025. 



 

 

 This is in addition to another incentive announced by the RBI last month to spur UPI 
payments. 

  The central bank proposed that it would allow users to link their credit cards with UPI to 
boost credit card utilization and other digital payments. 

Source: Hindu 
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