
 

 

1.  Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA) 
Topic:  Polity and Governance 

 
In News: The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has removed some crucial data from the Foreign 

Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA) website. 

More on the Topic: 

 The FCRA was enacted during the Emergency in 1976 amid apprehensions that foreign 
powers were interfering in India’s affairs by pumping money into the country through 
independent organisations. These concerns were, in fact, even older — they had been 
expressed in Parliament as early as in 1969. 

 The law sought to regulate foreign donations to individuals and associations so that they 
functioned “in a manner consistent with the values of a sovereign democratic 
republic”. 

 An amended FCRA was enacted in 2010 to “consolidate the law” on utilisation of 
foreign funds, and “to prohibit” their use for “any activities detrimental to national 
interest”. 

 The law was amended again in 2020, giving the government tighter control and 
scrutiny over the receipt and utilisation of foreign funds by NGOs. 

How is FCRA registration granted? 

 NGOs that want to receive foreign funds must apply online in a prescribed format with 
the required documentation.  

 FCRA registrations are granted to individuals or associations that have definite cultural, 
economic, educational, religious, and social programmes. 

 Following the application by the NGO, the MHA makes inquiries through the Intelligence 
Bureau into the antecedents of the applicant, and accordingly processes the application. 

About NGOs: 

 NGOs are voluntary organizations, that work toward a social cause and social justice.  

 They have assumed a significant space in civil society. NGOs with the support given by 
the government has been accelerating its development activities by taking up specific 
issues like poverty alleviation, casteism and discrimination, women rights, child labour, 
rural development, environmental issues etc.  

 In the last two decades the role of NGOs has become significant in the social sector 
development-education, health etc. 



 

 

Source: Indian Express                                                                           

2. The Global Gender Gap Index  

Topic: Reports and Indices 

 
In News: The Global Gender Gap Index for 2022 was released by the World Economic Forum 

(WEF) recently.  

More on the Topic: 

 Globally, pandemic-led disruptions and a weak recovery has delayed time to gender 
parity by 132 years as compared to the 136 years estimated in 2021. 

 India was ranked at 135 out of 146 countries. In 2021, India was ranked 140 out of 156 
countries. 

 On each of the four sub-indices as well as on the overall index the GGG index provides 
scores between 0 and 1, where 1 shows full gender parity and 0 is complete imparity. 

How has India fared on different sub-indices? 

 India has approximately 662 million (or 66.2 crore) women. In 2022, India’s overall 
score has improved from 0.625 (in 2021) to 0.629.  



 

 

 1. Political Empowerment: This includes metrics such as the percentage of women in 
Parliament, the percentage of women in ministerial positions etc. Of all the sub-indices, 
this is where India ranks the highest (48th out of 146). 

 2. Economic Participation and Opportunity: This includes metrics such as the 
percentage of women who are part of the labour force, wage equality for similar work, 
earned income etc.  

 Here, too, India ranks a lowly 143 out of the 146 countries in contention even though its 
score has improved over 2021. 

 3. Educational Attainment: This sub-index includes metrics such as literacy rate and the 
enrolment rates in primary, secondary and tertiary education.  

 Here India ranks 107th out of 146, and its score has marginally worsened since last year. 
In 2021, India was ranked 114 out of 156. 

 4. Health and Survival: This includes two metrics: the sex ratio at birth (in %) and 
healthy life expectancy (in years). In this metric, India is ranked the last (146) among all 
the countries. Its score hasn’t changed from 2021 when it was ranked 155th out of 156 
countries. 

 Source: TOI 
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  3. Dhammacakka Day 2022

Topic: Art and Culture 

 

In News: The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind addressed the Dhammacakka Day 2022 

celebrations at Sarnath, Uttar Pradesh. 



 

 

More on the Topic: 

 The Dhammacakka Sutta was the first teaching given by the Buddha in modern Sarnath 
after he attained enlightenment. 

 This teaching of Dhamma Cakka- PavattanaSutta (Pali) or Dharma chakra Pravartana 
Sutra (Sanskrit) is also known as the First Turning of Wheels of Dharma and comprised 
of the Four Noble Truths and Noble Eightfold Path. 

 Buddhism has been one of the greatest spiritual traditions of India. Many holy sites 
associated with the life and teachings of Lord Buddha are located in India.  

 Among those many places, there are four main places  

  first Bodh Gaya, where he attained enlightenment;  

 second Sarnath, where he gave his first sermon;  

 third Shravasti where he spent most Chaturmases and gave most of the sermons;  

 and the fourth Kushinagar, where he attained the Mahaparinirvana.  

 After the the Mahaparinirvana of Lord Buddha, many monasteries, places of pilgrimage, 
universities associated with his teachings were established which have been centers of 
knowledge.  

 Today all these places are part of the Buddha-circuit which attract pilgrims and religious 
tourists from across India and abroad. 

Indian Democracy and Budhism: 

 our democracy has been deeply influenced by Buddhist ideals and symbols.  

 The national emblem is taken from the Ashoka Pillar at Sarnath, which also has the 
Dharma Chakra engraved on it.  

 Behind the chair of the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, the sutra "Dharma Chakra 
Pravartanaya" is inscribed.  

 Buddhism has become an important tool in contemporary geopolitics particularly in 
Asia, and it has become increasingly evident that whoever controls the Buddhist 
discourse and activities will sway influence in Asia. 

Source: Hindu 
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4. The ‘Fertiliser Flying Squad’ 

Topic: Polity and Governance 

 
 In News: The flying squad constituted by the Ministry of Fertilisers has seized around 35,000 

bags of urea diverted for non-agriculture purposes in the last few months. 

More on the Topic:  

 The urea meant for agriculture was diverted towards dyes, plywood, cattle feed, and 
the textile industry. 

 The urea diversion results in subsidy leakage of around Rs 6,000 crore. 

 The agriculture-grade urea is neem-coated while technical-grade urea is not. The neem-
coating is removed through some chemical process and then the urea is used for 
industrial purposes. 

 The Department of Fertilisers has constituted a special team of dedicated officers -- 
'Fertiliser Flying Squad' -- for surprise inspections of units involved in diversion, black 
marketing, hoarding and supply of sub-standard quality of fertiliser. 

About Urea: 

 Urea is a source of Nitrogen, an essential nutrient crucial for crop growth and 
development.  

 Urea is the most important nitrogenous fertilizer in the country because of its high N 
content (46%N). 

  It also has industrial applications such as the production of plastics and as a nutritional 
supplement for cattle. 

Source: Indian Express 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

 5. Cervavac Vaccine 

Topic: Science and Technology 

 
In News: Cervavac, India’s first quadrivalent human papillomavirus vaccine (qHPV) has received 

Drugs Controller General of India’s (DGCI) approval for market authorization.  

More on the Topic: 

 It is intended to protect women against cervical cancer. 

 Human papillomavirus (HPV) is the most common sexually transmitted infection (STI). 

 There's no cure for the virus.  

 It is one of the common infection of the reproductive tract.  

 Most sexually active women and men get infected at some point and some may even 
get repeatedly infected. 

 A vaccine that prevents the HPV strains most likely to cause genital warts and cervical 
cancer is recommended for boys and girls. 

About Cervical Cancer: 

 Cervical cancer is a type of cancer that occurs in the cells of the cervix — the lower part 
of the uterus.  

 Various strains of the human papillomavirus (HPV), a sexually transmitted infection, play 
a role in causing most cervical cancer. 

Source: Business Standard 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

6. Nord Stream 1 gas link  

Topic: Economy 

 
In News: The Nord Stream 1, Germany’s main source of gas from Russia, was shut down for 

scheduled maintenance work.  

More on the Topic: 

 While there have been attempts to reduce the dependence on Russian gas, Germany, 
which is Europe’s biggest economy, continues to heavily rely on it.  

 The Nord Stream 2 pipeline, which was completed in September 2021 and would double 
the flow of direct Russian gas to Germany, was suspended in February, in response to 
the invasion of Ukraine. 

 Nord Stream 1 is  underwater gas pipeline that runs from Vyborg in northwest Russia 
to Lubmin in northeastern Germany via the Baltic Sea.  

Source: Hindu 
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7. ‘Azores High’   

Topic: Geography 

 
In News: An extremely large ‘Azores High’ (a subtropical weather phenomenon) has resulted in 

abnormally dry conditions across the western Mediterranean, including the Iberian Peninsula, 

primarily occupied by Spain and Portugal. 

More on the Topic: 

 Azores High is a subtropical high pressure system that extends over the eastern 
subtropical North Atlantic and western Europe during winter.  

 It is associated with anticyclonic winds in the subtropical North Atlantic.  

 It is formed by dry air aloft descending the subtropics and coincides with the 
downward branch of the Hadley Circulation. 

Source: Hindu 
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