
 

 

1.  Comprehensive Policy to Combat Air Pollution in Delhi-NCR 
Topic:  Polity and Governance 

 
In News: The Commission for Air Quality Management in the National Capital Region and 

Adjacent Areas (CAQM) has developed a Comprehensive Policy to combat the threat of air 

pollution in Delhi-NCR. 

More on the Topic: 

 This policy includes sector-specific recommendations for Central Government 
Agencies and Departments, NCR State Governments, and GNCTD, as well as the Central 
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and State Pollution Control Boards (PCBs) of the NCR, to 
prevent, control, and abate air pollution in the NCR. 

 It covers pollution from sources such as industries, vehicles/transport, construction and 
demolition (C&D), dust from roads and open areas, municipal solid waste burning, crop 
residue burning, and so on. 

 CAQM's policy also addresses thermal power plants (TPPs), clean fuels and electric 
mobility, public transportation, road traffic management, diesel generators (DGs), the 
use of firecrackers, and the reduction of air pollution through greening and plantation. 

Important Aspects Addressed: 

 Access to low-cost clean fuels and technology in industry, transportation, and 
households. 



 

 

 Mobility transition includes mass transit, vehicle electrification, building walking and 
cycling infrastructure, and reducing personal vehicle usage, among other things. 

 Circular economy for waste material recovery to avoid dumping and burning 

 Dust control from C&D activities, roads/RoW, and open areas using appropriate 
technology, infrastructure, and greening measures 

The Commission for Air Quality Management: 

 The Commission for Air Quality Management was formed by an ordinance in October 
2020, the “Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) in National Capital Region 
and Adjoining Areas Ordinance 2020”. 

 Chairperson: To be chaired by a government official of the rank of Secretary or Chief 
Secretary. 

 It will be a permanent body and will have over 20 members. 

 The Commission will be a statutory authority. 

 The Commission will supersede bodies such as the central and state pollution control 
boards of Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, UP and Rajasthan. 

 It will have the powers to issue directions to these state governments on issues 
pertaining to air pollution. 

Source: Indian Express                                                                           

 

2. Sodium-ion battery  

Topic: Science and Technology 

 
In News: According to a study by University of Houston Sodium-based battery technology might 

soon be a viable alternative to lithium-based ones 



 

 

More on the Topic: 

 A newly invented electrolyte makes it significantly more viable to produce sodium ion-
based batteries commercially and on a larger scale.  

 It enables reversible sodium plating and stripping at a greater current density. 

 While lithium does have many advantages, lithium carbonate prices are at an all-time 
high. 

 The rising costs are due to pandemic-related supply-chain bottlenecks, the Russia-
Ukraine conflict and increased demand from businesses.  

Why Sodium Ion Batteries? 

 Sodium is abundant in the nature.  

 Lesser cost of extracting than ithium (least 20 percent). 

 Na Ion batteries are Greener and sustainable battery system Contain non-flammable 
solid electrolytes that exhibit high safety. 

 Mining lithium has high environmental costs. Lithium extraction and mining also involve 
a lot of chemicals leaching and spilling into the ecosystem around its mines. 

 Lithium is expensive with reserves localized only in certain parts of Chile, Australia, 
Argentina, and China.  

About Sodium-ion Batteries: 

 Sodium-ion (Na-ion) batteries are solid-state batteries, and use solids instead of liquids 
to ferry ions through their core.  

 It has three components: A negatively charged anode made up of hard carbons; A 
positively charged cathode constituting sodium-containing layered materials; Electrolyte 
that allows electrons to move. 

Source: TOI 
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  3. Japan's 'Asia Energy Transition Initiative' 

Topic: International Relations 

 

In News: Japan plans to expand its clean energy transition support 'Asia Energy Transition 

Initiative' to India. 

More on the Topic: 

 Japan's 'Asia Energy Transition Initiative' initially targeted supporting countries in the 
Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) pushing towards net-zero carbon 
emissions. 

 Following are included in the project. 

 Support drawing roadmaps for energy transitions 

 Asian version of transition finance: US$10 billion finance support (e.g.) renewable 
energy, energy efficiency, LNG etc. 

 Technology development and deployment, utilizing the achievement of 2 trillion-yen 

fund (e.g.）Offshore wind power generation, Fuel-ammonia, Hydrogen etc. 

 Capacity building of decarbonisation technologies, and knowledge sharing through Asia 
CCUS network. 

Source: Hindu 
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4. Digilocker 

Topic: e-Governance 

 
 

 In News: Birth certificates of children born after August 2015 that were issued through the Civil 

Registration System (CRS) portal has been integrated with DigiLocker. 

More on the Topic:  

 It is a government-run mobile application that acts as a document wallet. Registered 
users on DigiLocker will be able to access the birth certificates online. 

 Launched in 2015, DigiLocker is a platform to issue and verify government documents 
and certificates digitally, eliminating the use of physical documents. 

 It is an initiative under the Digital India programme 

 The initiative was launched by the Department of Electronics and Information 
Technology, under the Ministry of Communications and IT. 

 It is aimed to help people by eliminating the use of physical documents and in sharing 
verified electronic documents across government agencies. 

 DigiLocker can be used to securely store e-documents as well as store Uniform 
Resource Identifier (URI) link of e-documents issued by various issuer departments. 

 The e-Sign facility provided as part of DigiLocker system can be used to digitally sign e-
documents. 

Civil Registration System (CRS) Portal:  

 CRS is an online system for registration of births and deaths under the operational 
control of the Central government.  

 The Registrar General of India (RGI) under the Ministry of Home Affairs operates the 
system. 

Source: Indian Express 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

 5. Taranga Hill-Ambaji-Abu Road rail line  

Topic: Culture 

 
In News: Cabinet has approved Taranga Hill-Ambaji-Abu Road rail line recently. 

More on the Topic: 

 Ambaji is an important pilgrimage destination and is one of the 51 Shakti peethas in 
India that attracts devotees from Gujarat as well as other parts of the country and 
abroad every year. 

 Shakti Peethas were believed to have been formed when the body parts of the corpse 
of Sati Devi fell into different regions when Lord Shiva carried her corpse in sorrow 
after her death.  

 The shrines are considered as highly revered by Shaivist (Shaivism) sect in Hinduism. 

 Taranga Hill (Gujarat) houses the Ajitnath Jain temple (one of the 24 holy Jain 
Tirthankaras). 

Taranga Temple: 

 Taranga is a Jain pilgrimage center in Gujarat with two compounds of Jain temples that 
are important examples of the Māru-Gurjara style of architecture.  

 The Ajitnatha temple, was constructed in 1161 by the Chaulukya king Kumarapala. 

 Both the main sects of Jainism are represented, with adjoining walled compounds: the 
Svetambara compound consists of 14 temples in all, and there are also five Digambara-
affiliated temples at Taranga hill. 

Source: Business Standard 

________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

6. Gopal Ganesh Agarkar 

Topic: Personalities in News 

 
In News: Gopal Ganesh Agarkar – birth anniversary was celebrated recently. 

More on the Topic: 

 Gopal Ganesh Agarkar was an Indian social reformer, educationist, and thinker from 
Maharashtra, India. 

 He was the first editor of Kesari, a prominent Marathi-language weekly newspaper 
founded by Lokmanya Tilak in 1880-81.  

 Ideological differences with Tilak caused him later to leave. They disagreed on the 
primacy of political reform versus social reform, with Agarkar believing that the need 
for social reform was more immediate. 

 He started his own periodical, Sudharak, in which he campaigned against the injustices 
of untouchability and the caste system.  

 Agarkar abhorred blind adherence to and glorification of tradition and the past. He 
supported widow remarriage. From 1892 to 1895 he was the Principal of Ferguson 
college. 

 At one time a close associate of Bal Gangadhar Tilak, he was co-founder of multiple 
educational institutes such as the New English School, the Deccan Education Society and 
Fergusson College along with Tilak, Vishnushastri Chiplunkar, etc. 

Source: Hindu 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

7. e-VBAB or e-VidyaBharti and e-AarogyaBharti 

Topic: International Relations 

 
In News: The Madagascar government and Telecommunications Consultants India Limited has 

signed a Memorandum of Understanding for participation in the Pan African e network project 

named e-VBAB or e-VidyaBharti and e-AarogyaBharti. 

More on the Topic: 

 This e-network aims at providing quality tele-education and telemedicine facility by 
linking select Indian Universities, Institutions and Super Specialty Hospitals to African 
educational institutions and hospitals 

 Earlier avatar of this project was operated on satellite-based technology and covered 48 
African countries, now been decided to establish two separate web-based portals – one 
each for tele-education and telemedicine. 

 E-VBAB Network Project is primarily a technological upgrade and extension of the Pan-
African e-Network Project (Phase 1) which was implemented in 48 partner countries 
across Africa from 2009 till 2017. 

 Over the 5 years project duration, e-VBAB Network Project will provide free tele-
education courses in various academic disciplines to 4000 students every year from 
African countries.  

 The Project will also be utilized for providing free Continuing Medical Education (1000 
every year) to African doctors/nurses/para-medical staff. Further, Indian doctors, 
through this project will provide free medical consultancy to those African doctors who 
seek such consultancy. 

 From India, a total of 26 universities are participating in the e-VBAB Network project, 
offering more than 300 courses in Management, Computer Science, Commerce, 
Science, Healthcare, Humanities and Arts. 



 

 

Source: Hindu 
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