
 

 

1.  Minerals Security Partnership (MSP)
Topic:  International Relations 

 
 

In News: India is working ways to get an entry in to US led MSP.  

More on the Topic: 

 The US and 10 partners — Australia, Canada, Finland, France, Germany, Japan, the 
Republic of Korea (South Korea), Sweden, the United Kingdom, and the European 
Commission — have come together to form the MSP.  

 The new grouping is aimed at catalysing investment from governments and the private 
sector to develop strategic opportunities. 

 The new grouping could focus on the supply chains of minerals such as Cobalt, Nickel, 
Lithium, and also the 17 ‘rare earth’ minerals.  

 The alliance is seen as primarily focused on evolving an alternative to China, which has 
created processing infrastructure in rare earth minerals and has acquired mines in Africa 
for elements such as Cobalt. 

What are rare earth elements? 

 The 17 rare earth elements (REE) include the 15 Lanthanides (atomic numbers 57  which 
is Lanthanum  to 71 in the periodic table) plus Scandium (atomic number 21) and 
Yttrium (39). 

 REEs are classified as light RE elements (LREE) and heavy RE elements (HREE). 

 Some REEs are available in India such as Lanthanum, Cerium, Neodymium, 
Praseodymium and Samarium, etc.  

 Others such as Dysprosium, Terbium, and Europium, which are classified as HREEs, are 
not available in Indian deposits in extractable quantities.  



 

 

 Hence, there is a dependence on countries such as China for HREEs, which is one of the 
leading producers of REEs, with an estimated 70 per cent share of the global production. 

Why are these minerals important? 

 Minerals like Cobalt, Nickel, and Lithium are required for batteries used in electric 
vehicles.  

 REEs are an essential although often tiny component of more than 200 consumer 
products, including mobile phones, computer hard drives, electric and hybrid vehicles, 
semiconductors, flatscreen TVs and monitors, and high-end electronics. 

  India is seen as a late mover in attempts to enter the lithium value chain, coming at a 
time when EVs are predicted to be a sector ripe for disruption. 

What is India’s major concern? 

 If India is not able to explore and produce these minerals, it will have to depend on a 
handful of countries, including China, to power its energy transition plans to electric 
vehicles.  

 That will be similar to our dependence on a few countries for oil. 

 The reason India would not have found a place in the MSP grouping is because the 
country does not bring any expertise to the table. 

  In the group, countries like Australia and Canada have reserves and also the technology 
to extract them, and countries like Japan have the technology to process REEs. 

Source: Indian Express                                                                           

 

2. Policy on Indian diaspora 

Topic: Governance 

 
In News: The committee on External Affairs Ministry also expressed its displeasure over the 

government not yet having an authentic database of the Indian diaspora and policy. 

More on the Topic: 

Recommendations: 



 

 

 The Indian diaspora comprising over 18 million PIOs (persons of Indian origin) and 13 
million NRIs is one of the largest overseas communities globally and the government 
must engage with it effectively. 

 A “clear-cut policy” on India’s diaspora is yet to be drafted by the government despite 
having a huge diaspora playing a very important role in the socio-economic 
development of their home country. 

 The committee suggested that the (external affairs) ministry should bring out a policy 
document on its diaspora to serve as a guiding principle for deeper and wider 
engagement with the diaspora community. 

 Establish Community Welfare Wing in all important Indian Missions/Posts on a priority 
basis. 

  One Stop Centres for helping distressed Indian women abroad should be launched 
immediately. 

 Indian missions abroad should play a more proactive role in developing closer contact 
with community. 

 Comprehensive rehabilitation scheme for those workers who lost their jobs due to 
pandemics or other disasters to secure means of livelihood for them and their families. 

About Significance of Indian Diaspora: 

 Indian diaspora is an important part of India’s “soft diplomacy”, which sometimes 
proves to be more effective in creating news paths for the country of origin.  

 For example, Indian diaspora played a critical in the fructification of Indo-US Nuclear 
deal. 

 The migration of qualified Indians outside created brain drain. Of late, it has emerged as 
a significant source of trade and investment in India. 

 The diaspora is a source of large inflows of remittances, which has been helping balance 
the current account. 

 As per World Bank report on remittances, India is largest recipient country of world in 
2021 and its remittances is expected to grow by 2.6% in 2022. 

Source: The Hindu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3.Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme 

Topic: Government Schemes 

 

In News: The Prime Minister has launched the Ministry of Power’s flagship Revamped 

Distribution Sector Scheme which is aimed at improving the operational efficiencies and 

financial sustainability of Distribution Companies. 

More on the Topic: 

 It has been launched over a period of five years from FY 2021-22 to FY 2025-26. 

  The scheme aims to provide financial assistance to DISCOMs for modernization and 
strengthening of distribution infrastructure, aiming at improvement of the reliability and 
quality of supply to end consumers.  

 It is also proposed to provide 25 crore Smart Prepaid meters to consumers all over the 
country. 

 Rural Electrification Corporation and Power Finance Corporation are the nodal agencies. 
Objectives: 

 Reduction of AT&C losses (operational losses due to inefficient power system) to pan-
India levels of 12-15% by 2024-25. 

 Reduction of cost-revenue gap to zero by 2024-25. 

 Developing Institutional Capabilities for Modern DISCOMs. 
Components: 

 Part A: Financial support for Prepaid Smart Metering & System Metering and up-
gradation of the Distribution Infrastructure (including segregation of feeders for 
agriculture purpose).  

 Part B: Training & Capacity Building and other Enabling & Supporting Activities. 
Source: Hindu 
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4. Centralised Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring System 

(CPGRAMS) 

Topic: e-Governance 

 
 In News: The Public Grievances filed on CPGRAMS will be resolved in 30 days. 

More on the Topic:  

 The Public Grievance Redressal mechanism in the Government of India operates on a 
decentralised basis, with the Centralised Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring 
System (CPGRAMS) at the center of it. 

 Centralised Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring System is an online platform 
available to the citizens 24×7 to lodge their grievances to the public authorities on any 
subject related to service delivery. 

  It is a single portal (Pgportal.gov.in) connected to all the Ministries/Departments of 
Government of India and States.  

 Every Ministry and States have role-based access to this system.  

 CPGRAMS is also accessible to the citizens through standalone mobile application 
downloadable through Google Play store and mobile application integrated with 
UMANG. 

 The status of the grievance filed in CPGRAMS can be tracked with the unique 
registration ID provided at the time of registration of the complainant.  

 CPGRAMS also provides an appeal facility to the citizens if they are not satisfied with the 
resolution by the Grievance Officer, which can also be tracked. 

Source: Indian Express 



 

 

 5. Biomining 

Topic: Environment and Ecology 

 
In News: Biomining at different part of India is becoming a viable choice. 

More on the Topic: 

 Biomining is the process of using microorganisms (microbes) to extract metals of 
economic interest from rock ores or mine waste. 

 During the process garbage is treated with bio-organisms or natural elements like air 
and sunlight so that the biodegradable elements in the waste break down over time. 

 Biomining method has been proposed by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) for 
the effective disposal of legacy wastes. 

 Legacy wastes are the wastes that have been collected and kept for years at some 
barren land or a place dedicated for Landfill (an area to dump solid waste). 

Source: Business Standard 
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6. Chandler Wobble 

Topic: Science and Technology 

 
In News:  Earth recorded its shortest day ever on June 29, 2022. Over the last few years, Earth 

has been spinning on its axis faster than usual, resulting in shorter days. 

More on the Topic: 

 Each year, the shortest days come in or around July. Movements in Earth's atmosphere 
and the Moon's orbit around our planet are some of the factors causing Earth to spin 
faster than usual. 

 Processes taking place inside the Earth's core, mantle, and on the crust, along with 
oceans, tides, and climate may be responsible for the downward trend in the length of 
the shortest day. 

 One of the other reason may be “The Chandler Wobble Phenomena”. It is a small 
variation in the rotation of Earth on its axis, resulting in the irregular movement of 
Earth's geographical poles across the surface of the globe. 

Source: Hindu 
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