
 

 

1.  Israel Palestine conflict
Topic:  International Relations 

 
In News: At United Nations Security Council meeting, India called for resuming dialogue 

between Israel and Palestine, hours after a fresh round of attack on Gaza by security forces of 

Tel Aviv ended in a ceasefire. 

More on the Topic: 

 Recent escalation in Palestine has resulted in loosing many lives of Palestinians. 

 The Indian diplomat advocated in favour of a “two-state solution”, which she said was 
the only way to ensure long-term peace. 

 “Two-state solution”  would establish Palestine as an independent state in Gaza and 
most of the West Bank, leaving the rest of the land to Israel. 

  Though the two-state plan is clear in theory, the two sides are still deeply divided over 
how to make it work in practice. 

 The need of the hour is to treat this conflict as an Israeli-Arab conflict rather Israel-
Palestine.  

 The conflict is not only between Israel and Palestine but also with other Arab countries 
such as Egypt, Jordan, Iran, Syria etc.  

 All these stakeholders have to participate in the negotiations and the final agreement 
should be recognized formally by each one of them along with UN general assembly and 
security council. 

 It is time for the international community to find a just and lasting peaceful solution to 
the World’s most intractable conflict soon. 

Indian Policy Towards Israel and Palestine: 



 

 

 India has always played a proactive role in garnering support for the Palestinian cause at 
multilateral forums. 

 India voted against the creation of Israel in historic Palestine in 1947 in the UN General 
Assembly. 

 India established full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1992. 

 Right now India is following a de hyphenation policy which indicates India’s 
relationship with Israel would stand on its own merits, independent and separate from 
India’s relationship with Palestine. 

Source: Indian Express                                                                 

          

2. The PESA Act 

Topic: Social Justice/Governance 

 
In News: Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)  at Gujarat included “strict implementation” of The 

Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act (PESA Act) in it’s election promises. 

More on the Topic: 

 The PESA Act was enacted in 1996 “to provide for the extension of the provisions of Part 
IX of the Constitution relating to the Panchayats to the Scheduled Areas”.  

 (Other than Panchayats, Part IX, comprising Articles 243-243ZT of the Constitution, 
contains provisions relating to Municipalities and Cooperative Societies.) 

Why PESA Act was enacted? 

 The PESA Act was enacted to ensure self-governance through Gram Sabhas (village 
assemblies) for people living in the Scheduled Areas.  



 

 

 It recognises the right of tribal communities, who are residents of the Scheduled Areas, 
to govern themselves through their own systems of self-government, and also 
acknowledges their traditional rights over natural resources. 

 In pursuance of this objective, the Act empowers Gram Sabhas to play a key role in 
approving development plans and controlling all social sectors.  

 This includes the processes and personnel who implement policies, exercising control 
over minor (non-timber) forest resources, minor water bodies and minor minerals, 
managing local markets, preventing land alienation and regulating intoxicants among 
other things. 

 State governments are expected to amend their respective Panchayati Raj Acts 
without making any law that would be inconsistent with the mandate of PESA. 

 However, implementation of the PESA Act depends on the State-specific rules and so 
far, only 7 states have notified these Rules. 

Source: Indian Express 
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  3. Small Satellite Launching Vehicle 

Topic: Science and Technology 

 

In News: The inaugural small satellite launch vehicle (SSLV) of the Indian Space Research 

Organization (ISRO) did not launch as planned. 



 

 

More on the Topic: 

 The mission failed because the SSLV-D1 placed the satellites in an elliptical orbit rather 
than a circular one. 

 The divergence was caused by the logic's failure to recognise a sensor failure and 
proceed with a salvage step. 

About SSLV: 

 ISRO developed a small satellite launch vehicle (SSLV) to cater the launch of up to 500 kg 
satellites to Low Earth Orbits on ‘launch-on-demand’ basis. 

 SSLV is configured with three solid stages. The satellite insertion into the intended orbit is 
achieved through a liquid propulsion-based velocity trimming module.  

 SSLV is capable of launching Mini, Micro, or Nanosatellites (10 to 500 kg mass) to a 500 
km planar orbit.  

Advantages of SSLV: 

 SSLV provides low-cost access to Space on demand basis. It offers low turn-around 
time, flexibility in accommodating multiple satellites, launch-on-demand feasibility, 
minimal launch infrastructure requirements, etc. 

 Unlike PSLV and GSLV, SSLV can be assembled both vertically and horizontally. 

 Requires lesser infrastructure and manpower, as it can be assembled by of team of six 
experts within seven days. 

Source: Hindu 

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Declaration of  Minorities At District Level Not According to Law 

Topic: Polity and Governance 

 

 
 In News: The Supreme Court has observed that it cannot entertain a prayer to identify religious 

and linguistic minorities at district level, as it is contrary to the precedents which hold that such 

identification must be carried out at State level. 



 

 

More on the Topic:  

 The bench also pointed out that in the Kerala Education Bill case(1958), the Court had 
rejected the argument that minorities should be identified at block level or district level. 

 In the TMA Pai Case, The SC had said that for the purposes of Article 30 that deals with 
the rights of minorities to establish and administer educational institutions, religious 
and linguistic minorities have to be considered state-wise. 

 In 2005, the SC in its judgement in ‘Bal Patil’ referred to the TMA Pai ruling. 

 The legal position clarifies that henceforth the unit for determining status of both 
linguistic and religious minorities would be ‘state’. 

Constitutional Provisions Related to Minorities: 

 Article 29: It provides that any section of the citizens residing in any part of India having 
a distinct language, script or culture of its own, shall have the right to conserve the 
same. 

 It grants protection to both religious minorities as well as linguistic minorities. 

 The SC held that the scope of this article includes minorities as well as the majority. 

 Article 30: All minorities shall have the right to establish and administer educational 
institutions of their choice. 

 The protection under Article 30 is confined only to minorities (religious or linguistic) and 
does not extend to any section of citizens (as under Article 29). 

 Article 350-B: The 7th Constitutional (Amendment) Act 1956 inserted this article which 
provides for a Special Officer for Linguistic Minorities appointed by the President of 
India. 

 It would be the duty of the Special Officer to investigate all matters relating to the 
safeguards provided for linguistic minorities under the Constitution. 

Source: Indian Express 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 5. World Lion Day 

Topic: Environment and Ecology 

 



 

 

In News: As the world marks International Lion Day, India has 674 Asiatic Lions in the country,. 

More on the Topic: 

 They all are found in only one place the Gir National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Gujarat and its surrounding areas. 

 The Asiatic Lion, also known as Panthera leo leo, today survives in the wild only in India. 
However, that was not always the case. In the past, Asiatic lions were found in most of 
southwest Asia and a large part of the Indian subcontinent. 

 Asiatic Lions face significant threats of poaching and genetic inbreeding arising from a 
single population inhabiting one place. 

 Conservation Status: Asiatic Lion IUCN Red List: Endangered; African Lion: Vulnerable 
Source: Business Standard 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. NASA’s Ecostress 

Topic: Science and Technology 

 
In News: NASA’s  ECOsystem and Spaceborne Thermal Radiometer Experiment on Space 

Station (ECOSTRESS) instrument aboard NASA’s space station has helped the researchers better 

understand why some parts of a wildfire burn more intensely than others.  

More on the Topic: 

 ECOSTRESS measures the temperature of the ground, which is hotter than the air 
temperature during the daytime. The primary mission of the instrument is to identify 
plants’ thresholds for water use and water stress, giving insight into their ability to adapt 
to a warming climate. 

 The study found relationships between the intensity of a wildfire and the water stress in 
plants. 

 It measures combined evaporation and transpiration, known as evapotranspiration. 

 Rate at which plant releases water can predict wildfires. 
Source: Hindu 
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7. Blue Bonds 

Topic: Economy 

 
In News: SEBI has proposed blue bonds to give impetus to sustainable financing. 

More on the Topic: 

 Such securities can be utilised for various blue economy-related activities, including 
oceanic resource mining and sustainable fishing. 

 A blue bond is a relatively new form of a sustainability bond, which is a debt instrument 
that is issued to support investments in healthy oceans and blue economies.  

 Like in the case of conventional bonds, investors lend money to a bond issuer, who 
agrees to repay the interest every year for the term of the bond plus the capital on a 
certain day.  

 In a blue bond, earnings are generated from the investments in sustainable blue 
economy projects.  

 Furthermore, the issuance of a blue bond enables investors to fulfill their corporate 
social responsibilities and generate benefit for the ocean and humankind. 

Source: Hindu 
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