
 

 

1.  Wildlife Protection Amendment Bill
Topic:  Polity and Governance 

 
In News: The Wildlife Protection Amendment Bill was passed by the Lok Sabha recenly.  

More on the Topic: 

 The Bill amends the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.  The Act regulates the protection of 
wild animals, birds and plants.   

 The Bill seeks to increase the species protected under the law, and implement the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES).   

Key features of the Bill include: 

Rationalizing schedules:  

 Currently, the Act has six schedules for specially protected plants (one), specially 
protected animals (four), and vermin species (one).  

 Present amendment rationalises the Six Schedule presently in the WPA into three 
schedules – Schedule I for species enjoying highest protection, Schedule II for species 
subject to lesser protection and Schedule III for plants. 

Compliance with Land Acquisition Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act (LARR):  

 Makes the provisions of WPA in accordance with LARR. 
Invasive alien species:  

 The Bills empowers the central government to regulate or prohibit the import, trade, 
possession or proliferation of invasive alien species.  Invasive alien species refers to 
plant or animal species which are not native to India and whose introduction may 
adversely impact wild life or its habitat.  The central government may authorise an 
officer to seize and dispose the invasive species.  

Control of sanctuaries:  

 The Act entrusts the Chief Wild Life Warden to control, manage and maintain all 
sanctuaries in a state.  The Chief Wild Life Warden is appointed by the state 
government.   



 

 

Expansion of Permitted activities:  

 Certain permitted activities such as grazing or movement of livestock, bonafide use of 
drinking and household water by local communities shall be considered as non-
prohibitive under WPA. 

Conservation reserves:  

 Under the Act, state governments may declare areas adjacent to national parks and 
sanctuaries as a conservation reserve, for protecting flora and fauna, and their habitat.  
The Bill empowers the central government to also notify a conservation reserve. 

 Concerns: 

 The proposal to protect native Indian gene pool by controlling invasive alien species is 
welcome. However, the definition of invasive alien species only considers species from 
outside India as invasive. Species which are native in some part of the country can be 
invasive in other parts of the country. 

 Standing Committee will be packed by official members, exercise all powers of the SBWL 
and take decisions independent of SBWL itself. SBWL will end up becoming a rubber 
stamp. 

 Rationalisation of Schedules in to three has been criticised for unscientific 
classification. Some species that should be in Schedule I is in Schedule II. Standing 
Committee has proposed restructuring of Schedule I and II in a manner that makes them 
easy to read and look up. Ex. Species are arranged under broad groups (Taxa) and listed 
by common names of species in alphabetical order.   

 The Bill is in silent on Human wildlife conflict which is pressing issue right now. 
Source: Indian Express                                                                 

 

2. United Nations Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan 

(UNMOGIP) 

Topic: International Relations 

 



 

 

In News: Rear Admiral Guillermo Pablo Rios of Argentina has been appointed as the Head of 

Mission and Chief Military Observer for the United Nations Military Observer Group in India and 

Pakistan (UNMOGIP).  

More on the Topic: 

 UNMOGIP emerged from U.N. Security Council Resolution 39 of January 1948 that set 
up the U.N. Commission for India and Pakistan (UNCIP).  

 The Karachi Agreement of July 1949 firmed up the role of UN-level military observers 
and permitted supervision of the Cease Fire Line established in Jammu and Kashmir. 

 India officially maintains that the UNMOGIP's role was "overtaken" by the Simla 
Agreement of 1972 that established the Line of Control or the LoC which with "minor 
deviations" followed the earlier Cease Fire Line. 

 Pakistan however did not accept the Indian argument and continued to seek 
cooperation from the UNMOGIP.  

 As a result of this divergent policies, Pakistan continues to lodge complaints with the 
UNMOGIP against alleged Indian ceasefire violations whereas India has not officially 
gone to the UNMOGIP since 1972 with complaints against Pakistan. 

 In view of the difference of opinion between two contesting sides – India and Pakistan – 
the U.N. has maintained that the UNMOGIP could be dissolved only with a decision from 
the U.N. Security Council.  

Source: Indian Express 
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3.United Nations Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee 

Topic: International Relations 

 

In News: India has invited all members of the UN Security Council for a high-level special 

meeting of the Counter-Terrorism Committee. 



 

 

More on the Topic: 

 India is currently Chair of the Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee for the year 
2022. 

 Background of the Committee: In the wake of the 11 September 2001 terrorist attacks in 
the United States, the United Nations Security Council unanimously adopted resolution 
1373, which, among its provisions, obliges all States to criminalize assistance for terrorist 
activities, deny financial support and safe haven to terrorists and share information 
about groups planning terrorist attacks. 

 The 15-member Counter-Terrorism Committee was established at the same time to 
monitor implementation of the resolution.  

 While the ultimate aim of the Committee is to increase the ability of States to fight 
terrorism, it is not a sanctions body nor does it maintain a list of terrorist groups or 
individuals. 

Source: Hindu 

________________________________________________________________________ 

4. “SMILE-75 Initiative”  

Topic: Government Policies 

 

 
 In News: Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Government of India has launched 

“SMILE: Support for Marginalised Individuals for Livelihood and Enterprise” named as “SMILE-

75 Initiative”. 

More on the Topic:  

 In the spirit of AzadikaAmritMahotsav,  Under the SMILE-75 initiative, seventy five(75) 
Municipal Corporations in collaboration with NGOs and other stakeholders will cover 



 

 

several comprehensive welfare measures for persons who are engaged in the act of 
begging . 

 The scheme will focus extensively on rehabilitation, provision of medical facilities, 
counselling, awareness, education, skill development, economic linkages and 
convergence with other Government welfare programmes etc. 

Objectives of the Scheme: 

 The objective of SMILE- 75 is to make our cities/town and municipal areas begging-free 
and make a strategy for comprehensive rehabilitation of the persons engaged in the 
act of begging through the coordinated action of various stakeholders. 

 The scheme includes a sub-scheme of comprehensive rehabilitation for persons 
engaged in begging which covers identification, rehabilitation, provision of medical 
facilities, counselling, and education, skill development for decent job and self-
employment / entrepreneurship. 

Source: Indian Express 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 5. Elephant Reserve 

Topic: Environment and Ecology 

 
In News: Union Environment Ministry has announced 31st  elephant reserve of India at 

Agasthyamalai in Tirunelveli district, Tamilnadu. 

More on the Topic: 

 India has 31 elephant reserves. In the last three years, Dandeli Elephant Reserve has 
been notified by Karnataka, Singphan Elephant Reserve by Nagaland and Lemru 
Elephant Reserve in Chhattisgarh. 

Project Elephant: 

 Project Elephant was launched in 1992 by the Government of India Ministry of 
Environment and Forests to provide financial and technical support to wildlife 



 

 

management efforts by states for their free-ranging populations of wild Asian 
Elephants.  

 The project aims to ensure the long-term survival of the population of elephants in 
their natural habitats by protecting them, their habitats and migration corridors.  

 Other goals of Project Elephant are supporting the research of the ecology and 
management of elephants, creating awareness of conservation among local people, 
providing improved veterinary care for captive elephants. 

Source: Business Standard 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Essential Commodities Act, 1955 

Topic: Polity and Governance 

In News: The Department of Consumer Affairs issued a directive to all the States and UTs to 

enforce stock disclosure by stockholders of tur under the Essential Commodities Act, 1955. 

More on the Topic: 

 This measure has been taken due to the slow progress in Kharif sowing as compared to 
last year due to excess rainfalls and water logging conditions in parts of major Tur 
growing states of Karnataka, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. 

 This has been done to prevent shortage and stocking of tur in the backdrop of low 
production due to excess rainfalls and water logging in Tur growing states (Karnataka, 
Maharashtra, MP). 

Essential Commodities Act:  

 The Essential Commodities Act is an act of the Parliament of India that was established 
to ensure the delivery of certain commodities or products, the supply of which, if 
obstructed due to hoarding or black marketing, would affect the normal life of the 
people. This includes foodstuff, drugs, fuel etc. 

 An act to provide, in the interest of the general public, for the control of the 
production, supply and distribution of, and trade and commerce, in certain 
commodities. 

 There is no specific definition of essential commodities in the EC act. The list of EC is 
specified in the “Schedule” of this Act by the central government. 

Source: Hindu 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


