
 

 

1.  Multimodal Logistics Park
Topic:  Government Schemes 

 
In News: Three public sector entities under different ministries have joined hands for the 

development of multi-modal logistics parks under the Bharatmala project.  

More on the Topic: 

 The MMLPs have been conceptualized to enable seamless intermodal freight 
movement and offer multiple functionalities such as freight aggregation and 
distribution. 

 Storage and warehousing solutions and value-added services such as custom clearances 
and IT services will also be provided to users. 

 The initiative is led by National Highways Logistics Management Limited under 
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) and the National Highways 
Authority of India (NHAI). 

 These MMLPs will be developed in a hub-and-spoke model (a hub-and-spoke network 
connects every location through a single intermediary location called a hub) to improve 
the country’s freight logistics sector. 

Significance of MMLPs: 

 MMLP development is expected to give tremendous benefits to the transportation 
sector. These include lower overall freight costs 

 Reduced warehousing costs 

 Reduced vehicular pollution and congestion 

 Enhanced tracking and traceability of transport consignments etc. 
Need for the MMLPs: 



 

 

 According to the Asian Development Bank (ADB), India’s Logistics sector is having high 
cost and lower efficiency compared to other countries.  

 This has reduced the overall efficiency in the economy and increased the cost structure 
of all commodities. 

 MMLP will provide solutions to issues associated with Indian Logistics sector. 
Issues Associated with Indian Logistics Sector: 

 Skewed modal transportation mix: In India, 60% of freight moves by road, which is 
significantly larger than in many developed economies. 

 Underdeveloped material handling infrastructure: The economies of scale associated 
with integrated and large warehousing facilities or multimodal logistical parks (MMLPs) 
is not available to all participants in the value chain, including the small and medium 
enterprises. 

 Outdated/inefficient service model: Less investments in information technology and 
equipment technology, and consequently sacrificing productivity gains and service 
quality. 

 Fragmented institutional and governance structure: Different parts of the logistics 
value chain currently are being managed by different ministries. 

Source: Indian Express      
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2. Tuberculosis 

Topic: Health 

 
In News: WHO has released updated guidance on national strategic planning for tuberculosis. 

More on the Topic: 

 The guidance encourages the use of a people-centeric focus in the development of 
national TB strategic plan (NSP).  

 It highlights the importance of government stewardship and ownership, promotes 
alignment with national health strategy and other health programmes, emphasizes 



 

 

multi stakeholder and multi-sectoral engagement as one of the key steps for multi 
sectoral accountability for TB. 

Tuberculosis: 

 Tuberculosis (TB) is caused by a bacterium called Mycobacterium tuberculosis. The 
bacteria usually attack the lungs, but TB bacteria can attack any part of the body such as 
the kidney, spine, and brain. 

 TB is a treatable and curable disease. 

 TB is spread from person to person through the air. When people with lung TB cough, 
sneeze or spit, they propel the TB germs into the air. 

Initiatives by India: 

 According to Global Tb Report 2021, India has reduced incidence of TB from 217/lakh 
population in 2015 to 188/lakh population in 2020 (13% decline) 

 Eliminating TB by 2025: India is committed to eliminating tuberculosis by 2025, five 
years ahead of the global target of 2030. 

 National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme: To align with the ambitious goal, the 
programme has been renamed from the Revised National Tuberculosis Control 
Programme (RNTCP) to National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme (NTEP). 

Source: Indian Express 

 

3. Chola Era Idols 

Topic: Art and Culture 

 

In News: The Tamil Nadu Idol Wing CID has initiated steps to retrieve six Chola-era bronze idols, 

stolen from the Nareeswara Sivan temple Tamil Nadu back in the 1960s, and currently kept at 

various museums in the United States.  

More on the Topic: 

 Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972 makes the export of such items without licence 
making it a criminal offence. 



 

 

 The theft idols include Panchaloha idols of Tripuranthakam, Thirupurasundari, Nataraja, 
Dakshinamurthy Veenadhara, and Saint Sundarar with his wife Paravai Natchiyaar. 

 Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters between India and U.S allows for 
assistance in crimes. 

Nareeswara Sivan Temple: 

 Nareeswara Sivan Temple is located at Veeracholapuram in Kallakurichi district, Tamil 
Nadu.  

 It was constructed by Rajendra Chola I of Chola Dynasty.  

 Early Chola temples were influenced by Pallava architecture while later temples were 
influenced by Chalukya architecture with features like Vimana, Garbhgriha, Mandap, 
Gopuram etc. 

Rajendra Chola I: 

 Rajendra Chola I often referred to as Gangaikonda Chola was a Chola Emperor who 
reigned between 1014 and 1044 CE. 

 He hasExtended Cholas influence from banks of Ganges to Southeast Asian countries. 
Source: Hindu 

4.Battery Waste Management Rules, 2022  

 Topic: Environment and Ecology 

 

 In News: Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India published 

the Battery Waste Management Rules, 2022 on 24th August, 2022 to ensure environmentally 

sound management of waste batteries.  

More on the Topic:  

 New rules will replace Batteries (Management and Handling) Rules, 2001. 

 The rules cover all types of batteries, viz. Electric Vehicle batteries, portable batteries, 
automotive batteries and industrial batteries. 

 The rules function based on the concept of Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) 
where the producers (including importers) of batteries are responsible for collection and 
recycling/refurbishment of waste batteries and use of recovered materials from wastes 
into new batteries. 



 

 

 EPR mandates that all waste batteries to be collected and sent for 
recycling/refurbishment, and its prohibits disposal in landfills and incineration.  

 To meet the EPR obligations, producers may engage themselves or authorise any other 
entity for collection, recycling or refurbishment of waste batteries. 

 The rules will enable setting up a mechanism and centralized online portal for 
exchange of EPR certificates between producers and recyclers/refurbishers to fulfil the 
obligations of producers. 

 The rules promote setting up of new industries and entrepreneurship in collection and 
recycling/refurbishment of waste batteries. 

Important Provisions: 

 Mandating the minimum percentage of recovery of materials from waste batteries 
under the rules will bring new technologies and investment in recycling and 
refurbishment industry and create new business opportunities. 

 Prescribing the use of certain amount of recycled materials in making of new batteries 
will reduce the dependency on new raw materials and save natural resources. 

 Online registration & reporting, auditing, and committee for monitoring the 
implementation of rules and to take measures required for removal of difficulties are 
salient features of rules for ensuring effective implementation and compliance. 

 On the principle of Polluter Pays Principle, environmental compensation will be 
imposed for non-fulfilment of Extended Producer Responsibility targets, 
responsibilities and obligations set out in the rules.  

 The funds collected under environmental compensation shall be utilised in collection 
and refurbishing or recycling of uncollected and non-recycled waste batteries. 

Source: Indian Express 
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 5. India: The next global SaaS capital  

Topic: Economy 

 

 
In News: According to a study by Ernst & Young Global Limited (EY) and Confederation of Indian 

Industry (CII) titled “India: The next global SaaS capital”, With Software as a Service (SaaS) 

setting the stage for the next wave of disruption, the Indian IT sector continues to charge ahead 

on its trajectory of growth and transformation.  

More on the Topic: 

 The study indicated that the Indian software-as-a-services (SaaS) market is expected to 
grow multi-fold by 2025, accounting for almost 7 to 10 per cent of the global market 
from 2 to 4 per cent currently. 

 Compared to only 1 SaaS unicorn in 2018, India now has a total of 18, taking the third 
spot among the largest SaaS ecosystems in the world. 

 Further, funding has increased from $2.6 billion to $6 billion in the span of these two 
years. 

About Software as Service Model: 

 SaaS is also known as "On-Demand Software". It is a software distribution model in 
which services are hosted by a cloud service provider.  

 These services are available to end-users over the internet so, the end-users do not 
need to install any software on their devices to access these services. 

Source: Business Standard 
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 6.  White Dwarfs 

Topic: Science and Technology 

 
In News:Using data from the Large Sky Area Multi-Object Fiber Spectroscopic Telescope 

(LAMOST) and ESA's Gaia satellite, astronomers have detected 21 new high-probability 

extremely low-mass white dwarfs.  

More on the Topic: 

 Extremely low-mass (ELM) white dwarfs (WDs) are rare objects. 

 White dwarfs are stars that have burned up all of the hydrogen they once used as 
nuclear fuel. Such stars have very high density. 

 A typical white dwarf is half the size of our Sun and has a surface gravity 1,00,000 times 
that of Earth. 

 Fusion in a star's core produces heat and outward pressure (they bloat up as enormous 
red giants), but this pressure is kept in balance by the inward push of gravity generated 
by a star's mass. 

 When the hydrogen, used as fuel, vanishes and fusion slows, gravity causes the star to 
collapse in on itself into white dwarfs. 

Source: Business Standard 

 

 


