
 

 

1.  Central Vigilance Commission and CBI 
Topic:  Polity and Governance 

 
In News: According to Central Vigilance Commission, The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 

recorded a conviction rate of 67.56% in 2021, compared to 69.83% in 2020. 

More on the Topic: 

 Of the total cases instituted last year, 457 pertained to various charges under the 
Prevention of Corruption Act.  

 They involved 549 public servants, of whom 221 were gazetted officers.  

 According to the report, 102 cases were registered for demand of bribe by public 
servants for showing favour and 40 for possession of disproportionate assets. 

Central Vigilance Commission: 

 The Government set up the Central Vigilance Commission in February 1964 on the 
recommendations of the Committee on Prevention of Corruption, headed by Shri K. 
Santhanam, to advise and guide Central Government agencies in the field of vigilance. 

 In 2003, the Parliament enacted a law granting statutory status to the CVC. 

 CVC is a multi-member body consisting of a Central Vigilance Commissioner 
(chairperson) and not more than two vigilance commissioners. 

 They are appointed by the President of India by warrant under his hand and seal on the 
recommendation of a three-member committee; The prime minister is its head, The 
Union Minister of Home Affairs. And The Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha. 

 The President can remove the Central Vigilance Commissioner or any vigilance 
commissioner on the ground of proven misbehavior or incapacity. 

Central Bureau of Investigation: 

 Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is the premier investigating police agency in India. 

 The establishment of the CBI was recommended by the Santhanam Committee on 
Prevention of Corruption. 

 The CBI is not a statutory body. It derives its powers from the Delhi Special Police 
Establishment Act, 1946. 

 It provides assistance to the Central Vigilance Commission and Lokpal. 

 It functions under the superintendence of the Deptt. of Personnel, Ministry of 
Personnel, Pension & Public Grievances, Government of India - which falls under the 
prime minister’s office. 



 

 

 However for investigations of offences under the Prevention of Corruption Act, its 
superintendence vests with the Central Vigilance Commission. 

 It is also the nodal police agency in India which coordinates investigation on behalf of 
Interpol Member countries. 

 Its conviction rate is as high as 65 to 70% and it is comparable to the best investigation 
agencies in the world. 

 The Central Government appoints the Director of CBI on the recommendation of a 
three-member committee consisting of; The Prime Minister as Chairperson. The Leader 
of Opposition in the Lok Sabha and The Chief Justice of India or Judge of the Supreme 
Court nominated by him. 

Source: Indian Express      

_____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                      

2. ENSO 

Topic: Environment and Ecology 

 
In News: Australia’s Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) predicted that a third consecutive event of 

La Nina could be underway. 

More on the Topic: 

 The El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) is a recurring climate pattern involving 
changes in the temperature of waters in the central and eastern tropical Pacific Ocean. 



 

 

 On periods ranging from about three to seven years, the surface waters across a large 
swath of the tropical Pacific Ocean warm or cool by anywhere from 1°C to 3°C, 
compared to normal. 

 This oscillating warming and cooling pattern, referred to as the ENSO cycle, directly 
affects rainfall distribution in the tropics and can have a strong influence on weather 
across the United States and other parts of the world.  

 El Niño and La Niña are the extreme phases of the ENSO cycle; between these two 
phases is a third phase called ENSO-neutral. 

El Niño:   

 A warming of the ocean surface, or above-average sea surface temperatures (SST), in 
the central and eastern tropical Pacific Ocean.   

 Over Indonesia, rainfall tends to become reduced while rainfall increases over the 
central and eastern tropical Pacific Ocean.   

 The low-level surface winds, which normally blow from east to west along the equator 
(“easterly winds”), instead weaken or, in some cases, start blowing the other direction 
(from west to east or “westerly winds”).   

 In general, the warmer the ocean temperature anomalies, the stronger the El Niño 
(and vice-versa). 

La Niña:   

 A cooling of the ocean surface, or below-average sea surface temperatures (SST), in 
the central and eastern tropical Pacific Ocean.  

  Over Indonesia, rainfall tends to increase while rainfall decreases over the central and 
eastern tropical Pacific Ocean.  

  The normal easterly winds along the equator become even stronger.  In general, the 
cooler the ocean temperature anomalies, the stronger the La Niña (and vice-versa). 

Neutral:   

 Neither El Niño or La Niña. Often tropical Pacific SSTs are generally close to average.  
However, there are some instances when the ocean can look like it is in an El Niño or La 
Niña state, but the atmosphere is not playing along (or vice versa). 

Impact of ENSO on India: 

 El Nino: Strong El Nino events contribute to weaker monsoons and even droughts in 
India Southeast Asia. 

 La Nina: The cold air occupies a larger part of India than the El Nino cold air. 

 In the ‘La Nina year’, rainfall associated with the summer monsoon in Southeast Asia 
tends to be greater than normal, especially in northwest India and Bangladesh. 

 This generally benefits the Indian economy, which depends on the monsoon for 
agriculture and industry. 

 It usually brings in colder than normal winters in India. 
Source: Indian Express 

 



 

 

3. Taiwan Strait 

Topic: Geography 

 

In News: India has for the first time referred to what it called “the militarisation of the Taiwan 

Strait”, marking a rare instance of New Delhi appearing to comment on China’s actions towards 

Taiwan. 

More on the Topic: 

Present Context: 

 The reference to Taiwan, in a statement issued by the Indian High Commission in Sri 
Lanka, marked a more pronounced expression over the situation in the Taiwan Strait 
than its previous response on August 12 to China’s military drills. 

 The visit by US speaker Nancy Pelosi to Taiwan is not well received by China. It has 
sparked intense tensions between the two powerful countries- China and US as China 
sees Taiwan as a breakaway province. China improved its military presence in Taiwan 
Strait. 

 Apart from this event in Earlier August month a Chinese military research vessel docked 
at Sri Lanka’s Hambantota port for a week.  

 Analysts say the Yuan Wang 5 is among a group of Chinese ships operated by the 
People’s Liberation Army that monitor satellite, rocket and intercontinental ballistic 
missile launches. 

 The docking of the Yuan Wang 5 was delayed for several days after India objected, amid 
fears that Beijing intends to use the port as a military base. 

 This is considered as the reason for India’s response now. 
About Taiwan Strait: 

 The Taiwan Strait is a 180-kilometer wide strait separating the island of Taiwan and 
continental Asia.  

 The strait is part of the South China Sea and connects to the East China Sea to the north. 



 

 

 The narrow Taiwan Strait has been a frequent source of military tension since the 
defeated Republic of China government fled to Taiwan in 1949 after losing a civil war 
with the communists, who established the People’s Republic of China. 

Source: Hindu 

4.Kutch Branch Canal (KBC)  

 Topic: Geography 

 

 In News: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the Kutch Branch Canal (KBC) that 

stretched from the Sardar Sarovar Narmada Dam in Narmada district, Gujarat. 

More on the Topic:  

 The dam is intended to provide irrigation facility to more than 180 villages and drinking 
water facility to 10 towns in Kutch district. 

 The Sardar Sarovar Dam is a concrete gravity dam built on the Narmada river in 
Gujarat.  

 Four Indian states, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Rajasthan, receive water 
and electricity supply from the dam. 

About Narmada River: 

 The Narmada River is also known as the Rewa River. The River is originated from 
Maikala range near Amarkantak.  

 It is a West flowing river. The River flows through Gujarat, Chhattisgarh Madhya 
Pradesh, and Maharashtra. 

 Its principal tributaries are the Burhner, the Halon, the Heran, the Banjar, the Dudhi, 
the Shakkar, the Tawa, the Barna ,the Kolar, the Ganjal, the Beda, the Goi, and the 
Orsang. 



 

 

Source: Indian Express 
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 5. Tigray crisis 

Topic: International Relations 

 
In News: Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus who is the chief of WHO has said the situation 

caused by the conflict in Tigray was worse than any other humanitarian crisis in the world. 

More on the Topic: 

 The Tigray War is an ongoing civil war that began in November 2020 in the Tigray Region 
of Ethiopia. 

 United Nations has said that ethnic violence in the country had risen to “an alarming 
level” and ethnic intolerance was growing due to the stigmatisation of certain groups. 

 Tigray and its neighbouring regions are facing starvation, absence of medical facilities, 
no access to their own money due to shut-down banking services, ethnic and physical 
violence, and raids at the hands of warring forces. 

 The government declared a ceasefire on humanitarian grounds but imposed a blockade 
on Tigray later, shutting power, telecommunications, banking and commercial transit 
facilities. 

 This, aid agencies said, made it impossible to deliver humanitarian, economic, and 
medical assistance to Tigrayans. 

 The U.N. called it “a de facto humanitarian aid blockade.” 
About Tigray Region:  

 Tigray is the northernmost regional state in Ethiopia. Capital and largest city is Mekelle 

 Tigray is bordered by Eritrea to the north, Sudan to the west, the Amhara Region to the 
south and the Afar Region to the east and southeast. 



 

 

 The Tigray Region is the homeland of the Tigrayan, Irob and Kunama peoples. 
Source: Hindu 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 6. Perseverance Rover 

Topic: Science and Technology 

 
In News: NASA's Perseverance rover has discovered stunning Martian rocks in the Jezero crater 

on the Red Planet that may have life-related traces. 

More on the Topic: 

 Scientists believe that the Martian surface was once filled with water. And these rocks, 
believed to have been altered by water, have given them confidence that the Red Planet 
was indeed a water world once.  

 The collected samples have been preserved by a robot and will be delivered to Earth. 
About Perseverance Rover: 

 Perseverance, nicknamed Percy, is a car-sized Mars rover designed to explore the 
Jezero crater on Mars as part of NASA's Mars 2020 mission. 

 The rover also carried the mini-helicopter Ingenuity to Mars, an experimental aircraft 
and technology testbed that made the first powered flight on another planet in 2021. 

 The rover's goals include identifying ancient Martian environments capable of 
supporting life, seeking out evidence of former microbial life existing in those 
environments, collecting rock and soil samples to store on the Martian surface, and 
testing oxygen production from the Martian atmosphere to prepare for future crewed 
missions 

Source: Business Standard 

 

 


