
 

 

1.  UNGA praises India’s role at United Nations
Topic:  International Relations 

 
In News: President of the United Nations General Assembly Abdulla Shahid acknowledged the 

important role played by India UNGA, while describing the country as a “source of pride” for 

not only South Asia, but for all peace-loving democracies.  

More on the Topic: 

 UNGA is the main policy-making organ of the United Nations which comprises all 193 
member states. It is a platform for the multilateral discussion on the issues of 
international importance and issues covered by the Charter of the United Nations  

India’s Important Contributions at UNGA: 

 It stood at the forefront during the UN’s tumultuous years of struggle against 
colonialism and apartheid. 

 From early 1947-1948, it took an active part in drafting the Universal Declaration on 
Human Rights highlighting the need for reflecting gender equality by changing the 
language of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights from ‘all men are created equal’ 
to ‘all men and women are created equal’. 

 In 1953, the chief delegate of India at the time, Vijaya Laxmi Pandit was elected the 
first woman President of UN General Assembly.  

 India supported the struggle towards global disarmament and the ending of the arms 
race, and towards the creation of a more equitable international economic order. 

 Through co-sponsoring the landmark 1960 Declaration of UN on Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples India achieved the goal of formation 
of a ‘’’free world’’ where no country is subjugated by the other and every country.  

 It was also elected the first chair of the Decolonization Committee where its ceaseless 
efforts to put an end to colonialism have been lauded. 

 India was also amongst the most outspoken critics of apartheid and racial 
discrimination in South Africa. When the Convention on Elimination of all forms of 
Racial Discrimination was adopted in 1965, India was among the earliest signatories. 

 Being the founding member of the Non-Aligned Movement and the Group of 77 , India 
cemented its position within the UN system as a leading advocate of the concerns and 



 

 

aspirations of developing countries and the creation of a more equitable international 
economic and political order. 

 India has been actively working with other like-minded countries for building support of 
UN membership for a meaningful restructuring and expansion of UNSC. Arguments have 
been raised that the United Nations Security Council still reflects the geopolitical 
architecture of the 2nd World War. 

 So far India has taken part in 43 Peacekeeping missions with a total contribution 
exceeding 160,000 troops and a significant number of police personnel having been 
deployed.  

 In 2014 India is the third largest troop contributor with 7,860 personnel deployed with 
ten UN Peacekeeping Missions. 

Source: Indian Express      

_____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                      

2.Open Network for Digital Commerce 

Topic: Economy 

 
In News: Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has reviewed the progress of the Open 

Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC). 

More on the Topic: 

 It was launched by Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), 
to control digital monopolies and make the industry more inclusive for buyers and 
sellers alike. 

 The Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) is an open technology network based 
on an open protocol.  

 The platform will allow buyers and sellers to connect and transact with each other 
online, regardless of what other applications they use. 

 The buyers and sellers do not have to use the same platform or same mobile app to 
have a transaction. They can use different applications and still do business transactions. 



 

 

 The ONDC will not be owned or controlled by a single entity or platform and the idea 
behind it is to connect buyers, suppliers, payment, and logistics providers through open-
source specifications and protocols. 

 Incorporated as a private sector non-profit company in 2021, it is modelled around 
Unified Payments Interface (UPI). 

Benefits of ONDC: 

 The benefits of ONDC include access to more buyers; better discoverability of products 
and cost; autonomy on terms because of multiple choices for being digitally visible; 
lower cost of doing business; and more options for value chain services like logistics and 
fulfilment. 

 Empower merchants and consumers by breaking silos to form a single network to 
drive innovation and scale, transforming all businesses from retail goods, food to 
mobility. 

  As all e-commerce companies will operate using same processes, it provides boost to 
smaller online retailers as well as new entrants by ushering in discoverability, 
interoperability, and inclusivity. 

Source: Indian Express 

3. 'PARAKH'  

Topic: Government Schemes 

In News: A new regulator, PARAKH (Performance Assessment, Review and Analysis of 

Knowledge for Holistic Development), is being set up to oversee the process and conduct the 

National Achievement Survey (NAS). 

More on the Topic: 

 PARAKH will be "setting norms, standards and guidelines for student assessment and 
evaluation for all recognised school boards of India, encouraging and helping school 
boards to shift their assessment patterns towards meeting the skill requirements of the 
21st century. 

 (PARAKH) team will consist of leading assessment experts with a deep understanding of 
the education system in India and internationally.  

 PARAKH will also aim to do away with rote learning, as mentioned in the New Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020. 

 PARAKH will eventually become the national single-window source for all assessment-
related information and expertise, with a mandate to support learning assessment in all 
forms, both nationally and where applicable, internationally, 

Source: Hindu 

 

 



 

 

4.Oncolytic virus 

 Topic: Science and Technology 

 

 In News: A new study published in the journal Cancer Cell suggests that the body’s immune 

capacity against cancer — to recognise and destroy cancer cells — can be boosted by using 

oncolytic viruses. 

More on the Topic:  

 Oncolytic viruses (OVs) are viruses that selectively target and kill cancer cells while 
sparing normal ones. The study notes that these viruses also enhance the immune 
system’s ability to recognise and terminate cancer cells. 

 The latest study focused on the virus known as myxoma and it found that T-cells 
infected with myxoma virus can lead to a type of cancer cell death not previously 
observed. 

 Myxoma can target and kill cancer cells directly, but using myxoma-equipped T-cells 
works well as cancerous cells in the vicinity of those targeted are also destroyed. This 
process is called bystander killing. 

Source: Indian Express 
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 5. UN High Seas Treaty 

Topic: International Affairs 

 
In News: Negotiations involving 168 countries, including the European Union, to agree on a UN 

treaty for protecting oceans failed recently. 

More on the Topic: 

 The proposed UN High Seas treaty is also known as the ‘Paris Agreement for the Ocean’. 

 The treaty deal with Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction has been under discussion 
for several years. 

 The proposed treaty concerns the ocean existing beyond the Exclusive Economic Zones 
that lie from the coast of a country to about 200 nautical miles or 370 km into the sea, 
till where it has special rights for exploration. Waters beyond that are known as open 
seas or high seas. 

 The treaty was to be negotiated under the United Nations Convention on Laws of the 
Sea (UNCLOS) of 1982 which governs the rights of countries regarding marine 
resources.  

 As there is no treaty for conserving the health of vast swathes of the earth’s oceans, a 
UN resolution in 2017 had decided to rectify this while setting 2022 as the deadline. 

How are the world’s oceans regulated as of now? 

 Some treaties, along with the UNCLOS, regulate the conduct of actors on the high seas.  

 The UNCLOS led to the establishment of territorial sea boundaries 22 km offshore, 
deciding the region up to which countries could claim full sovereign territorial rights, as 
well as the 200 nautical miles EEZ limit. 

  It also created the International Seabed Authority and other conflict-resolution 
mechanisms. 

 But a treaty dedicated to protecting ocean health does not exist as of now.  

 Conversely, every country has the right to access open seas, resulting in large-scale 
drilling and trawling operations for catching fish and other animals for commercial 
purposes. 

What are the risks of countries failing to reach an agreement? 



 

 

 Ninety per cent of global warming is occurring in the ocean, according to the NASA 
website. 

 The effects of ocean warming include sea level rise due to thermal expansion, coral 
bleaching, accelerated melting of Earth’s major ice sheets, intensified hurricanes, and 
changes in ocean health and biochemistry. 

 Excessive fishing has increased manifold over the years, and a third of species such as 
sharks and rays are at the risk of extinction, according to the World Wildlife Fund. 

 Despite acknowledging these threats, members failed to agree on how to deal with 
these threats. 

Source: Hindu 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 6. Critical Infrastructure Projects  

Topic: Economy 

 
In News: China’s biggest freshwater lake - Poyang reduced to just 25% of its usual size by a 

severe drought. 

More on the Topic: 

 Along with providing water for agriculture and other uses, the lake is a major stopover 
for migrating birds heading south for the winter. 

 A wide swath of western and central China has seen days of temperatures exceeding 40 
degrees Celsius (104 Fahrenheit) in heat waves that have started earlier and lasted 
longer than usual. 

 The heat is likely connected to human-caused climate change, though scientists have yet 
to do to the complex calculations and computer simulations to say that for certain. 



 

 

Source: Business Standard 

 7. NAFIS - National Automated Fingerprint Identification System 

Topic: Science and Technology 

 
In News: India has inaugurated a National Automated Fingerprint Identification System. 

More on the Topic: 

 was launched at the at the two-day National Securities Strategies (NSS) Conference. 

 It was developed by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) at the Central 
Fingerprint Bureau (CFPB). 

 It will help in the quick and easy disposal of cases with the help of a centralised 
fingerprint database. 

 A unique 10-digit National Fingerprint Number (NFN) will be assigned to each person 
arrested for a crime. 

 It will be used for his lifetime. Different crimes registered under different FIRs will be 
linked to the same NFN. 

Source: Business Standard 

 

 

 


