
 

 

1.  National Clean Air Programme
Topic:  Environment and Ecology 

 

In News: The Centre has set a new target of 40 percent reduction in particulate matter 

concentration in cities covered under the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) by 2026, updating 

the earlier goal of 20 to 30 percent reduction by 2024.  

More on the Topic: 

 The National Clean Air Programme or NCAP is a government programme launched by 
the Union Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change in 2019. 

 Goal of NCAP is to meet the prescribed annual average ambient air quality standards at 
all locations in the country in a stipulated timeframe.  

 The tentative national level target of 20%–30% reduction of PM2.5 and PM10 
concentration by 2024 is proposed under the NCAP taking 2017 as the base year for the 
comparison of concentration. 

 The NCAP also aims to have a feasible plan for the prevention, management and 
control of air pollution. 

 At the national level, the implementation of the programme will be done by an apex 
committee at the Environment Ministry level.  

 At the state level, committees at the Chief Secretary level will oversee the 
implementation of the scheme. 

 PRANA (Portal for Regulation of Air-pollution in Non-Attainment cities) portal monitors 
the implementation of NCAP. 

Achievements: 

 The target was updated due to an overall improvement in PM10 levels in 2021. 20 
cities, have met the national standards for annual average PM10 concentration (60 
microgram per cubic metre). 



 

 

 95 of the 131 non-attainment cities (NACs) have witnessed an “overall improvement” in 
PM10 levels in 2021. 

 NACs are cities whose air quality did not meet the national ambient air quality standards 
(NAAQS) of 2011 to 2015. 

Source: Indian Express      
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2.Sapta Kosi high dam project 

Topic: Geography 

 
In News: India and Nepal have agreed to take forward the Sapta Kosi high dam project through 

further studies.  

More on the Topic: 

 Sapta Kosi High Dam is a multipurpose project proposed to be constructed on the 
Saptakoshi River of Nepal.  

 The ambitious multi-billion dollar project will provide irrigation, control floods and 
generate 3,000 MW of electricity. The Saptakoshi River has seven tributaries and is one 
of the biggest rivers in Nepal. 

About India Nepal Water Cooperation: 

 Water cooperation between Nepal and India have been agreements signed on major 
rivers like Kosi, Gandaki, Karnali or Mahakali, essentially for large hydroelectric and 
irrigation projects by building dams or barrages. 

 No project except the Kosi barrage has been completed yet. Smaller rivers have also 
been ignored. 

 India and Nepal have traditionally disagreed over the interpretation of the Sugauli 
Treaty signed in 1816 between the British East India Company and Nepal, which 
delimited the boundary along the Maha Kali River in Nepal. 

 India and Nepal differ as to which stream constitutes the source of the river. 



 

 

 The dispute between India and Nepal might seem minor but it gains strategic 
importance, because the disputed area lies near the Sino‐Indian border. 

About Sapta Kosi: 

 It is a transboundary river which flows through China, Nepal and India. It drains the 
northern slopes of the Himalayas in Tibet and the southern slopes in Nepal. 

  From a major confluence of tributaries north of the Chatra Gorge onwards, the Kosi 
River is also known as Saptakoshi for its seven upper tributaries.  

 These include the Tamor River originating from the Kanchenjunga area in the east and 
Arun River and Sun Kosi from Tibet.  

 The Sun Koshi's tributaries from east to west are Dudh Koshi, Bhote Koshi, Tamakoshi 
River, Likhu Khola and Indravati.  

 The Saptakoshi crosses into northern Bihar, India where it branches into distributaries 
before joining the Ganges near Kursela in Katihar district 

Source: Indian Express 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 3.IEC Campaign on Fortified Rice 

Topic: Government Schemes 

 

In News: In order to popularise and create awareness about the benefit of Fortified Rice 

specially in Tribal Areas of the country, the Department of Food and Public Distribution (DFPD) 

and States which have tribal population. 

More on the Topic: 

 Fortification is the process of adding Fortified Rice Kernels (FRK), containing FSSAI 
prescribed micronutrients (Iron, Folic Acid, Vitamin B12) to normal Rice (Custom Milled 
Rice) in the ratio of 1:100 (Mixing 1 Kg of FRK with 100 Kg custom milled rice).  

 Fortified rice is nearly identical to traditional rice in aroma, taste, and texture. This 
process is done in the rice mills at the time of milling of rice. 



 

 

 Fortification of rice is found to be a cost-effective and complementary strategy to 
increase vitamin and mineral content in diets with low turnaround time (TAT) and a step 
towards nutritional security and helps in fighting anemia and malnutrition in the 
country. This strategy is implemented in many parts of the world. 

Fortified rice is being distributed under:  

 Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0 (erstwhile Integrated Child Development scheme).  

 Centrally sponsored pilot scheme on “Fortification of Rice & its Distribution under Public 
Distribution System. 

Source: Indian Express 

4.Dadasaheb Phalke Award 

 Topic: Awards and Honors 

 

 In News: The Dadasaheb Phalke Award for the year 2020 would be conferred on veteran 

Bollywood actor Asha Parekh. 

More on the Topic:  

 The Dadasaheb Phalke Award is India's highest award in the field of cinema.  

 It is presented annually at the National Film Awards ceremony by the Directorate of Film 
Festivals, an organisation set up by the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. 

 The award comprises a Swarna Kamal (Golden Lotus) medallion, a shawl, and a cash 
prize of ₹1,000,000. 

 Presented first in 1969, the award was introduced by the Government of India to 
commemorate Dadasaheb Phalke's contribution to Indian cinema. 

 Phalke (1870–1944), who is popularly known as and often regarded as "the father of 
Indian cinema", was an Indian filmmaker who directed India's first full-length feature 
film, Raja Harishchandra (1913). 

Source: PIB 
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5. Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 

Topic: Governance 

 
In News: The Centre declared the Popular Front of India (PFI) an "unlawful association," and 

banned PFI and its affiliate and associated bodies under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 

Act, for a period of five years. 

More on the Topic: 

 The notification of PFI as an unlawful association was made under Section 3 of the 
UAPA. 

 The UAPA is India’s main law against terrorism and terrorist activities that allows the 
government to declare an organisation an “unlawful association” or a “terrorist 
organisation”.  

 An amendment in the UAPA in 2019 added a provision by which individuals can be 
designated as terrorists. 

Source: DTE 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.Dibang hydel project 

Topic: Environment and Ecology 

 
In News: The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has dismissed the case it took up suo motu on the 

grant of forest clearance for the 3000-MW Dibang hydel project without meeting the 

precondition of declaring a national park.  



 

 

More on the Topic: 

 Pegged at a capacity to yield 2,880 megawatts, the project is going to be India’s largest 
hydropower venture.  

 When completed, it would reach the elevation of a staggering 278 metres – also making 
it the world’s tallest concrete gravity dam. 

Associated News: 

 Arunachal’s Dibang Valley, home to the minuscule Idu Mishmi tribe, borders Tibet and 
China.  

 The Idu Mishmis, who comprise about 1.3% of the state’s population, were in the news 
last year when the Gujarat government invited some members of the tribe to 
participate in the annual Madhavpur Mela, linking the tribe to Lord Krishna’s wife 
Rukmini. 

Source: Hindu 

 7. Kamikaze drones  

Topic: Science and Technology 

 
In News: Russia is escalating its use of Iranian-supplied “kamikaze” drones in southern Ukraine. 

More on the Topic: 

 Kamikaze Drones are small unmanned aircraft that are packed with explosives that can 
be flown directly at a tank or a group of troops that are destroyed when it hits the target 
and explodes. 

 Able to remain airborne for several hours and circle over potential targets, the drones 
are designed to be flown into enemy troops, armour or buildings, exploding on impact. 

Source: Hindu 

 

 


