
 

 

1.  India Emerges as the World’s largest Producer, Consumer of Sugar
Topic:  Economy 

 

In News: India has emerged as the world’s largest producer and consumer of sugar as well as 

the world’s second largest exporter of sugar by producing more than 5000 Lakh Metric Tonne 

(LMT) sugarcane.  

More on the Topic: 

 This is outcome of synchronous and collaborative efforts of the Centre and the state 
governments, farmers, sugar mills, ethanol distilleries with very supportive overall 
ecosystem for business in the country.  

 Timely government interventions since last five years have also been crucial in building 
the sugar sector step by step from taking them out of financial distress in 2018-19 to the 
stage of self-sufficiency in 2021-22. 

About Indian Sugar Industry: 

 Sugar Industry is one of the agricultural based industries. A larger portion of rural 
labourers in the country largely rely upon this industry. 

 Sugar Industry in India is well developed with a consumer base of more than billions of 
people. India is also the second largest producer of sugar in the world. 

 Sugar Industry in India is well developed with a consumer base of more than billions of 
people. India is also the second largest producer of sugar in the world. 

Geographical Distribution of Sugar Industry in India: 

 Uttar Pradesh: It is the leading producer of sugar in India and one of the largest sugar 
industries in the Indian economy. 



 

 

 Bihar, Punjab, Haryana, Maharashtra, Karnataka 

 Tamil Nadu: This state is responsible for 10% of the total sugar production in India. 

 Andhra Pradesh: Along with Sugar Production it is regarded as the ‘granary of the south’ 
and once it was called as 'Rice Bowl of India'. 

North India vs. South India Sugar Industry: 

 Peninsular India has tropical climate which gives higher yield per unit area as compared 
to north India. 

 The sucrose content is also higher in tropical variety of sugarcane in the south. 

 The crushing season is also much longer in the south than in the north. 
The FRP and SAP: 

 At present, the Central Government along with the CACP (Commission of Agricultural 
 osts and Prices  releases an all-India sugarcane price called  air and remunerati e Price   
every year before the start of the sugar season.  

 This FRP is a formula-linked cane price to encourage higher productivity. 

  This FRP is what the mills would have to pay to the cane farmers. But some states 
would like to fix a cane price over and above the FRP, which the mills would have to pay 
to the farmers.  

 This price is called State Advised Price (SAP). 
Source: Indian Express     
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2.Chemistry Nobel Prize 

Topic: Science and Technology  

 



 

 

In News: This year’s Nobel Prize in  hemistry has gone to three scientists who, through their 

work, have made a strong case for adopting an alternative approach to producing new complex 

molecules in the laboratory or industry, which minimizes waste and increases overall efficiency.  

More on the Topic: 

 Carolyn Bertozzi and Barry Sharpless of the United States and Morten Meldal of 
Denmark ha e been gi en the Prize for de eloping the relati ely recent field of ‘ lick 
 hemistry’ and demonstrating its  ast potential in the pharmaceutical and other 
industries. 

 Sharpless came up with the term ‘ lick  hemistry’ and worked extensi ely on it, 

 Meldal came up with a special chemical structure called ‘Triazole’ which has many 
significant applications, and 

 Bertozzi took the next step of developing click reactions that could work inside living 
organisms — ‘bioorthogonal’ reactions take place li ing systems without interfering with 
native biochemical processes. 

About Click Chemistry: 

 The name has instead been taken from the click sound that airline seat belts make 
when they are fastened.  

 The idea is that while trying to produce any particular compound or a complex 
molecule, one must look for starting molecules that easily react with each other. 

 In other words, look for molecules that easily fit into each other, or ‘click’ with each 
other. It makes the resultant chemical reaction more efficient. 

 The reacting molecules should be in a made-for-each-other kind of situation for this 
particular reaction, so that the reaction was irreversible and 100% efficiency was 
achieved. 

Applications of Click Chemistry: 

 The pharmaceutical industry uses a lot of naturally occurring but industrially synthesised 
molecules.  

 Every kilogram of a drug produced results in the generation of nearly 25-100 kg of 
chemical waste. This can be reduced by click chemistry. 

 For instance, Sharpless discovered that the use of copper as a catalyst eliminated all the 
by-products to produce a nitrogen-containing cyclic compound and ensured only the 
desired chemical was produced. 

 Click’ Chemistry could work in the chemical processes happening in the living cells as 
well. This has shown the promise of treating advanced cancer.  

 Cancer drugs based on this approach are now undergoing clinical trials. 
Source: Indian Express 
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3.Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 

Topic: Government Schemes 

 

In News: The Parliamentary standing committee on Labor, Textiles and Employment has raised 

serious concern about the poor placement record and underutilization of funds in the 

go ernment’s flagship scheme PMKVY. 

More on the Topic: 

 Under PMKVY 3.0, out of four lakh candidates, only 8% have been placed. Delay in 
release of funds from State Treasury is also observed.  

 Approx 20% of the total enrolled candidates dropped out of the training programme.  
Way Ahead suggested by committee: 

 Making the certification process more transparent to facilitate more self-employment.  

 Identify the area of intervention to prevent dropouts. Training courses, curriculum, and 
practical skills imparted are not aligned with industry requirements.  

 On-job training and courses in partnership with the industry and organisation of Rozgar 
Mela. 

About Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY): 

 Skill India Mission was launched by the government in 2015 under which the flagship 
scheme Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) is run. 

 It aims to train over 40 crore people in India in different skills by 2022. It aims at 
vocational training and certification of Indian youth for a better livelihood and respect in 
the society. 

 PMKVY is implemented by the National Skills Development Corporation (NSDC) under the 
guidance of the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE). 

Source: Hindu 

 

 

 



 

 

 

4. Shyamji Krishna Varma   

 Topic: Personalities in News 

 

 In News: Prime Minister Modi paid tributes to the brave Shyamji Krishna Varma on his birth 

anniversary today, October 4.  

More on the Topic:  

 Shyamji Krishna Varma was an Indian revolutionary fighter, an Indian patriot, lawyer and 
journalist who founded the Indian Home Rule Society, India House and The Indian 
Sociologist in London.  

 A graduate of Balliol College, Krishna Varma was a noted scholar in Sanskrit and other 
Indian languages. 

 Indian Home Rule Society and the India House worked towards inspiring youngsters in 
Britain to take up revolutionary activities against their own representatives in India. 

 The monthly Indian Sociologist became an outlet for nationalist ideas and through the 
Indian Home Rule Society, he criticised the British rule in India. 

 He became the first President of Bombay Arya Samaj. 
Source: PIB 
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5. National Asset Reconstruction Company 

Topic: Economy 

 
 

In News: Sale of non-performing assets (NPA) to National Asset Reconstruction Company 

(NARCL), the government-promoted bad bank, has finally kicked off with the newly formed ARC 

making an offer for loans of troubled firm. 

More on the Topic: 

 NARCL has been incorporated under the Companies Act and has applied to Reserve 
Bank of India for license as an Asset Reconstruction Company (ARC).  

 NARCL has been set up by banks to aggregate and consolidate stressed assets for their 
subsequent resolution. PSBs will maintain51% ownership in NARCL. 

 IDRCL is a service company/operational entity which will manage the asset and engage 
market professionals and turnaround experts. Public Sector Banks (PSBs) and Public FIs 
will hold a maximum of 49% stake and the rest will be with private sector lenders. 

Why is NARCL-IDRCL type structure needed when there are 28 existing ARCs? 

 Existing ARCs have been helpful in resolution of stressed assets especially for smaller 
value loans. Various available resolution mechanisms, including IBC have proved to be 
useful.  

 However, considering the large stock of legacy NPAs, additional options/alternatives are 
needed and the NARCL-IRDCL structure announced in the Union Budget is this initiative. 

What benefit do banks get from this new structure? 

 It will incentivize quicker action on resolving stressed assets thereby helping in better 
value realization.  

 This approach will also permit freeing up of personnel in banks to focus on increasing 
business and credit growth. As the holders of these stressed assets and SRs, banks will 
receive the gains.  

 Further, it will bring about improvement in bank’s valuation and enhance their ability 
to raise market capital. 

Source: Hindu 
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6. Google for Startups Accelerator 

Topic: Government Schemes 

 
In News: Google announced the first Google for Startups Accelerator recently.  

More on the Topic: 

 The program is part of a larger effort by Google towards improving the representation 
of women across different sections of India’s digitally-trained workforce — be it 
entrepreneurship, professionals looking to upskill or young graduates seeking a head 
start on their career. 

 It is designed specifically for women-founded start-ups.  

 It will improve women representation across different sections of India’s digitally-
trained workforce.  

 Focus on subjects like access to networks and capital, hiring challenges, mentorship and 
many others.  

 Some selected start-ups include Aspire for Her, Elda Health, Jumping Minds, MeMeraki, 
OPOD Audio and PickMyWork, among others. 

Source: PIB 

 7. Ethylene Glycol and Diethylene Glycol  

Topic: Science and Technology 

 



 

 

In News: After the death of 66 children in Gambia, the World Health Organization (WHO) has 

urged the people to not use four India-manufactured fever, cough and cold syrups. 

More on the Topic: 

 These four products contain unacceptable amounts of diethylene glycol and ethylene 
glycol as contaminants in them. 

 These chemicals can cause toxic effects, including abdominal pain, vomiting, diarrhoea, 
inability to pass urine, headache, altered mental state, and acute kidney injury that may 
lead to death. 

 Currently, the Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO) is investigating this 
case. 

 If contaminants are found in the imported drugs, proportionate action will be taken 
against the company, which may include suspension of the licence to export the drug. 

Diethylene glycol (DEG) and Ethylene glycol: 

 Diethylene glycol (DEG) and Ethylene glycol both are sweet-tasting, colourless, 
odourless liquid commonly used in the commercial preparation of antifreeze, 

 Ethylene glycol is used in the production of polyester fibres, paints and polyethene 
terephthalate (PET) 

 DEG because of its hygroscopic property, is used in brake fluid, cigarettes, treatment of 
paper and some dyes. 

Source: Hindu 


