
 

 

1. India Inequality Report: Digital Devide 

Topic:  Report and Indices 

In News: Inequalities based on caste, gender, geographical location, and class abound in India.  According 

to a new Oxfam India report, they are now also becoming increasingly visible in the digital space. 

More on the Topic 

 Gender Divide: While 61 per cent of men owned mobile phones in 2021, their access 
remained limited to just 31 per cent women. 

 The reach of digital technologies remains largely limited to male, urban, upper-caste, and 
upper-class individuals.  

 Caste Divide: While 8 per cent of the general caste have access to a computer or a laptop, 
less than 1 per cent of the Scheduled Tribes (ST) and 2 per cent of the Scheduled Castes 
(SC) afford it. 

 A digital divide based on employment status: where 95 per cent of the salaried 
permanent workers have a phone whereas only 50 per cent of the unemployed (willing 
and looking for a job) have a phone in 2021. 

 Rural Urban Divide: The use of computer devices has decreased in rural areas. 

 While 3 per cent of the rural population used to own a computer before the pandemic, 
the number slipped to just 1 per cent post-Covid. 

Digital Divide in Essential services such as Education and Health: 

 The use of digital technologies in delivering essential services such as education and 
health is also reflecting the country’s digital divide and its consequences. 

 During December 2020 lockdown, 82 per cent of parents faced challenges in supporting 
their children’s access digital education, with signal and internet speed becoming the 
biggest issues in private schools.  

 In government schools, 80 per cent of parents reported that education was not 
delivered during the lockdown. 

 Eighty-four per cent of government school teachers also struggled with delivery through 
digital mediums due to a lack of devices and the internet. 

https://www.business-standard.com/topic/oxfam


 

 

 People without devices and the internet get further marginalised due to difficulties in 
accessing education, health, and public services.  

Recommendations: 

 Union and state governments has to ensure universal access to internet connectivity by 
investing in digital infrastructure. 

 It will not only make the internet affordable but also push for greater accessibility to 
smartphones. 

Digital Divide: 

 The digital divide is a term that refers to the gap between demographics and regions that 
have access to modern information and communications technology (ICT), and those 
that don't or have restricted access.  

 This technology can include the telephone, television, personal computers and internet 
connectivity. 

Source: Indian Express      
_____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                      

2. Kaziranga, Indo-French Partnership 

Topic: Environment and Ecology/International Relations 

In News: Kaziranga National Park in Assam will form the cornerstone of an Indo-French initiative 

- Indo-Pacific Parks Partnership announced recently. 

More on the Topic: 

 The Indo-Pacific Parks Partnership will facilitate partnership activities for interested 
natural parks of the Indo-Pacific region.  

 These activities include biodiversity conservation, wildlife management and engagement 
with local communities. 

The Kaziranga project: 



 

 

 The Kaziranga project is a part of a larger Assam Project on Forest and Biodiversity 
Conservation (APFBC) for which the Agence Française de Développement (AFD) has 
committed funding of €80.2 million for a 10-year period, between 2014-2024.  

 The project conceptualised the reforestation of 33,500 hectares of land and the training 
of 10,000 community members in alternate livelihoods by 2024. 

 With the aid of AFD funding, conservation has been ramped up with few poaching cases 
recorded in the past five years. 

 AFD programme has been most effective in it’s skilling of communities in the area, 
particularly forest-dwelling communities. 

 The illegal timber trade is one of the main reasons for the degradation of forests around 
the reserve. The community members are no longer involved in it. 

Flood Mitigation and Early Warning System: 

 There are 35 six-seven foot tall embankments or highlands that have been constructed in 
various areas around the park, that animals can climb on to and seek refuge during the 
annual flooding.  

 The project has also developed infrared-based early warning systems, triggered by 
elephant footfall, to either scare off herds from human habitat or to warn villagers. 

About Kaziranga National Park: 

 It is located in the State of Assam and covers 42,996 Hectare (ha).  

 It is the single largest undisturbed and representative area in the Brahmaputra Valley 
floodplain. 

 It was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1985. 

 It is recognized as an Important Bird Area by BirdLife International. 

 It is the home of the world's most one-horned rhinos. 
Source: Hindu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/kailash-mansarovar-in-tentative-list-of-world-heritage-sites
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/dna-database-for-indian-rhinos


 

 

3. Aggregate Technical and Commercial losses of DISCOMs 

Topic: Economy 

In News: In the last 2 years, the AT&C loss of the DISCOMs of the country has declined significantly. 

More on the Topic: 

 Preliminary analysis of data for FY2022 of 56 DISCOMs contributing to more than 96% of 
input energy, indicates that the AT&C losses of DISCOMs have declined significantly to 
~17% in FY2022 from ~22% in FY2021. 

 Ministry of Power instituted a number of measures to improve the performance of utilities.  

 Reduction in AT&C losses improves the finances of the utilities, which will enable them to 
better maintain the system and buy power as per requirements; benefitting the 
consumers.  

 The reduction in AT&C losses has resulted in reduction in the Gap between Average Cost 
of Supply (ACS) and Average Realizable Revenue (ARR).  

 The ACS-ARR Gap is based on subsidy received basis, excluding Regulatory Income & UDAY 
Grant. 

AT&C Losses: 

 It is combination of energy loss (Technical loss + Theft + inefficiency in billing)& 
commercial loss (Default in payment + inefficiency in collection). 

 Transmission and Distribution losses are the losses incurred in Electrical networks due to 
reasons including heat losses and billing inefficiencies.  

 The cost of power generation depends on various factors including the type of Generation, 
Capital cost, Finance costs, Cost of fuel, Operation and Maintenance (O&M) costs and 
employees & administrative costs.  

Key Schemes to address DISCOM Problems: 

 UDAY Scheme: 



 

 

 Launched in November 2015, the Ujjwal DISCOM Assurance Yojana (UDAY) was designed 
to turn around the  financial position of DISCOMs. 

 The state governments took over 75 % of the debt of their DISCOMs, issuing lower-interest 
bonds to service the rest of the debt. 

 Reforms-Linked, Result-Based Scheme for Distribution (RLRBSD): 

 In budget 2021-22, the Union government had announced the launch of a “reforms-based 
and results-linked” scheme for improving the financial health and operational efficiency of 
discoms. 

 Under the scheme, AT&C losses will be brought down to 12-15% by 2025-26, from 21-22%. 

 Liquidity Scheme: 

 Under Liquidity Infusion Scheme (Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan), loans of ₹1,35,497 crore 
have been sanctioned. As of December 31, 2021, a total of ₹1.03 lakh crore has been 
disbursed. 

Source: Hindu 

4. ChatGPT chatbot 

 Topic: Government Schemes 

In News: ChatGPT is a ‘conversational AI which has become sensational recently. 

More on the Topic:  

 The reason ChatGPT has gone viral is because of the kind of responses it gives, being seen 
as a replacement for much of the daily mundane writing, from an email to even college-
style essays. 

 So one can ask ChatGPT for anything; tips on how to set up a birthday party, write an 
essay on why parliamentary democracy is better, and even a fictional meeting between 
two well-known personalities.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/technology/tech-news-technology/openai-chatgpt-crosses-1-million-users-ceo-says-they-might-have-to-monetise-this-8306997/


 

 

 ChatGPT can answer “follow-up questions”, and can also “admit its mistakes, challenge 
incorrect premises, and reject inappropriate requests.”  

 It is based on GPT 3.5 series of language learning models (LLM).  

 GPT stands for Generative Pre-trained Transformer 3 and this is a kind of computer 
language model that relies on deep learning techniques to produce human-like text 
based on inputs. 

 The model is trained to predict what will come next, and that’s why one can technically 
have a ‘conversation’ with ChatGPT. 

  According to OpenAI’s (company launched the bot) the chatbot was also trained using 
“Reinforcement Learning from Human Feedback (RLHF).” 

Source: Indian Express 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Biofloc Farm 

Topic: Agriculture 

 

In News: The recent success of success of a biofloc farm in Kerala is likely to give a fillip to 

homestead aquaculture and promote nutritional security. 

More on the Topic: 

 Biofloc is the suspended growth in ponds/tanks which is the aggregates of living and 
dead particulate organic matter, phytoplankton, bacteria and grazers of the bacteria.  



 

 

 It is the utilization of microbial processes within the pond/tank itself to provide food 
resources for cultured organism while at the same time acts as a water treatment remedy.  

 Thus, this system is also called as active suspension ponds or heterotrophic ponds or even 
green soup ponds. 

 The water quality is improved through the production of high quality single cell microbial 
protein. 

 The biofloc technology effectively treats the waste and also grants nutrition to the 
aquatic animal. 

 This technology has been implemented in shrimp farming due to its bottom dwelling 
habit (benthic species) and resistance to environmental changes. 

How BFT works? 

 Biofloc system is a wastewater treatment which has gained vital importance as an 
approach in aquaculture. 

 The principle of the technique is to maintain the higher C-N ratio by adding carbohydrate 
source and the water quality is improved through the production of high quality single 
cell microbial protein 

 In such condition, heterotrophic microbial growth occurs which assimilates the 
nitrogenous waste that can be exploited by the cultured species as a feed and also works 
as bioreactor controlling of water quality. 

  Immobilization of toxic nitrogen species occurs more rapidly in biofloc because of the 
growth rate and microbial production per unit substrate of heterotrophs are ten-times 
greater than that of the autotrophic nitrifying bacteria. 

 This technology is based on the principle of flocculation within the system. 
Source: Business Standard 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

6. The Square Kilometre Array (SKA) 

Topic: Science and 

Technology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In News: The Square Kilometre Array (SKA) will be the largest radio telescope in the world when 

completed in 2028. 

More on the Topic: 

 Split across South Africa and Australia, with a headquarters in the UK, the facility will 
address the biggest questions in astrophysics. 

 It will perform the most precise tests of Einstein's theories, and even search for extra-
terrestrials. 

 The initial architecture of the telescope will incorporate just under 200 parabolic 
antennas, or "dishes", as well as 131,000 dipole antennas, which look a little like 
Christmas trees. 

 The aim is to construct an effective collecting area measuring hundreds of thousands of 
square metres. 

Significance: 

 This will give the SKA unparalleled sensitivity and resolution as it probes targets on the 
sky. 

 The system will operate across a frequency range from roughly 50 megahertz to, 
ultimately, 25 gigahertz. In wavelength terms, this is in the centimetres to metres range. 

 This should enable the telescope to detect very faint radio signals coming from cosmic 
sources billions of light-years from Earth, including those signals emitted in the first few 
hundred million years after the Big Bang. 



 

 

 One of the SKA's great quests will be to trace the full history of hydrogen, the most 
abundant element in the Universe. 

 The telescope should be able to detect hydrogen's presence even before great clouds of 
it collapsed to form the first stars. 

Source: BBC 

7.  Bansilalpet Stepwell 

Topic: Culture 

 

In News: The restored stepwell at Bansilalpet in Hyderabad won the prestigious Big 5 

Construction Impact Award in Dubai. 

More on the Topic: 

 The seventeenth-century stepwell, which had turned into a dumpyard over the last four 
decades, was unearthed after removing over 2,000 tonnes of debris and relocating 
families that lived on the site. Over the last year, it was restored to its original glory. 

 The Big 5 construction impact awards by the UAE’s ministry of energy and infrastructure 
recognise sustainable development and technological and digital achievements in the 
construction industry.  

About Bansilapet Stepwell: 

 The 17th century well was originally part of a garden of tamarind and palmyra trees 

before. 

 A British Resident TH Keyes developed a well-planned model village around the 
stepwell in 1933. 

 This was funded by Seth Bansilal, hence the village (Bansilalpet) was named after him. 

 The boundary wall with arches was also built around the well’s periphery. 

 The stepwell can hold nearly 22 lakh litres of water. 
Source: Business Standard 

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/hyderabad/bansilalpet-secunderabad-stepwell-restoration-charminar-8256782/

